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To  The  RIGHT  HQ  NOUR  ABLhP^ 

J A M E 

UA^oi^BINGTOMy 

Baron  N O R R E Y S,  of  R i c o t t; 

Their  Majesties Ueutenant 
oTOXFO  R V SHIRE. 


My  Lord,. - - ;■ . 

1 Should  not  have  pirefumd  to 
have  prefix'd' Jo  Great  a 
Marne  to  fa  mean  a Worky 
had  / not  heen  Jufficiently 
afjurd  that  Candour  and  Good- 
nefs,  are  not  the  leafl  of  thoje 
Excellent  Humilities ^which  have 
acquir'd  Tou  the  Love  and  Efi^ent 
of  all  that  have  the  Honour  to 
' hnow  Tou.  'Tis  this  Conjidera- 
tiony  joyn'’d  with  the  Experience 
of  Tour  Lor^ip's  former  Fa- 
vourSyWhich  rais'd  me  to  the  Con- 
fidence of  exprejfing  my  Ohliga- 
tions  to  Tour  Honour y by  dedica- 
a X , tmg 


The  Epistle'  Dedicatory. 

> » >1- 

ting  not  fo  much  the  following 
Sheets,  as  My  Self  the  Compiler 
of  them,  to  Tour  Lord/bip's  Ser^ 
•vice.  But  lani  (fraid  both  the 
"Piece  and  it  s' Author,  are  fo  in- 
corfderahle  in  themfeHes-,and fo 
unworthy  of  Tour  L.or<yhifs  Bye 
cfp  Regard;  that  my  Offering  will 
feem  to  mqft  Men, ' to~.  haye  . more 
of  Prejumptionyhan  Gratitude 
mit.'  And  truly, My  Lord,  lam 
fd  feifihle  of^the  OhjeHiorij,  That 
tho'  I would  willingly - f Jr oud  mp 
felf  = under  Tour  Bordfhifs  Pa- 
tronage,.yet  I dare  not  in  the 
leafl  implore  it  for  the'Bffay  it 
felf ; which  hath fo  many  faults, 
that...fome  •may  . he  apt.  to  cen-  ■ 
fure.  the  whole  Undertaking  as 
an  .unpardonable  One : and  lam 
unwilling  , that  Tour  Bord/hip's  . ;| 
Name  fjoud  be.  u fed,  in  the  de-  ! 
fejiceof  a Trfk)  . which  it  might 
‘ - have 


i y 

Tile  Epistle'  Dedicator’s"/ 


rumors  isredit 

thanpuUyh'd.  ' 

^ ^ndnowhamngfaidthmmUcl 

tn  Ex cufe  of  mjfelf- 1 muji  con- 
jm  1 TV  as  never  under  a greater 
1 emptation,  tofaj fomethinf,  ac- 
ceding to  the  Modern  Cufolie  of 
dedications, inTraife  of  Tour  Ij‘ 
' IJ^ould  need 'ano- 

ther kind  of  ./4pology.^f,oj^i^j^^_ 

ICTHDt  to  orfenp  /y  . 


- - rr  orw  and  Excellency 

o^E^dargeuponthofeEminent^r 

‘Vice^withwhichfou  have  o'hlft 
both  Tour  Trince  and  Country^ 
the  moJihazardousTrjyals  of  Tom 
Lppalty^^eaion  to  eachfluher 
Ifcrthe  Rights  of  the  Crown,oi 
the  Liberties  of  the  Teople  call 

’ Lord/hit 

content  to  have  thefe  Tour  Obliga- 
^ '3  tions 


The  Epis'fi.fc  Dedicatory. 

rnscmcettdandfrgMett;and 

„honevenf4^er'd  ‘'f^2llau{e  > 

ren'esoftheCo\\n,orthej^plauje  ^ 

yfthe  Pobulace/o  tempt  Ton  from 

TourD  'utVyOrTmrToft:  But  haloing 

adm-nd  tbeOrjalO^ermmd^- 

took  -and  nobly  defended  the  Ke. 

\,^onrmpnofijSdlhy^e,fngy-  ^ 

twixt  thehdt))lalisfZeiilj&  _ j 

aider  calms  of  lndtgerency^m  , 
„enerouHy  deClin  d to  mahg  Tour  . 

^Seriiices  appear  mercenary, or  y j 

raifing  Tour  Self  to  a Ing^rSta,  \ 

tiott  Jw  the  World pccafum-  to  fu- 
fePthatToucourtedy^^ 
\\QYmon  for  an/ Other  thandhetr 
own  Rewards  . 

Lord/hip  may  happib>  etyppffjheo 

■ ; ^ ^ ^ " '^liDbiJg’a . 

. . ^ - > V '^Y>0.  Humble  Servant^  - 

■ \eRAR’D  'LAHGBAfHE.' 


n ‘ ci_  L h^ 


'h  n r a -ynJ 

j e ^r~ 


/f 


^ X e^'C^y^ 


The.TREFACR 

M y former  Cattlogue  of  PUys,  in 
fpite  of  the  Malice  and  poor  De- 
fignes  of  (bme  of  the  Poets  and 
their  Agents,  to  deftroy,  its  Reputation, 
(by  printing  a Spurious  Title-page,  and 
an  uncorre(ied  Preface)  hasnotwithftand- 
ing  found  fo  kind'  a -Reception  from'  the 
Generality  of  Unbyafs’d  Judges ; that 
I thought  my  felf  oblig’d  by  Gratitude, 
as  well  as  Promife,  to  revife  it : tho’  it, 
were  only  to  purge  it  of  thole  Errata’s 
contrafled  in  the  former  Edition;  1 am 
(b  far  from  relenting  what  I have  en- 
terpris’d,  ( as  fome  have  been  pleas’d  to 
report)  that  I am  only  forry  that  my  Pow- 
er is  not  equal  to  the  Zeal  I have  for  the 
Memory  of  thole  Illuftrious  Authors, 
the  Clafficks,  as  well  as  thole  later  Wri- 
ters of  our  own  Nation,  Mr  Shakejpeart 
Fletcher, yoh»/ott,Cowle^i&c.  that  1 might' 
be  capable  or  doing  them  better  Service, 
in  vindicating  T&e/>  Fame,  andinexpo- 
' fing  our  Modern  P/agMw'e/,  by  detefting 
Part  oi  their  Thefts,  • I fay  Part, 'heciMto 
I cannot  be  fuppos’d  to  have  trac’d  them 
_ . a 4 ' io 
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The  Treface,.  i 

in  All'.  And  having  no  Partners  in  my 
Difcovery,  it  cannot  be  expeffed  but  that 
many  things  will  efcape  my  Qbfecvatibn. 
However,  this  may  ferve  for  a Hint  to  o- 
thers  j-  who  being  better  vers’d  in  Books,  ; 
may  bqild  upon  the  Foundation  which  is 
here  laid.  And  who  ever  pemres  the  fol-  • 
lowing  Sheets,  will  find  the  Obfervation 
of  Paulus  Joyius,  to  be  very  applicable  to 
moft  of  the  Poets  of  this  Age;  Cajhant 
alios,  ut  Libras  fnos_ ^er  ft  graciles,tUiem  adi~ 
fefuffarciaat.  \ 

But  how  juft  foever  my  Deftgn  may 
leenr  to ; unpre  judic’d  Imuftex- 

pett  to  be  loudly  exclaim’d  againft,  if  not 
openly  alfaulted  by  thqfe  Poets,  who  may 
.think  themlelye^  injur’d  in  their  Reputa- 
,tion  by  the  following  But  T am 

.already  prepar’d  for  the  worft ; having 
learnt  frqrn  the  Author  of  Abfalom  and 
Achiteghei  i^y,  ‘That  how  honeft  foever 
‘ the  Defign  be,  he  who  draws.his  Pen  for  - ; 
‘P»e  Tarty,  muft  i expeiT  to  make  Ene-  ; 
‘’rnies  of  the  Other  and  , every  Man  is  a 
‘Knave  or  an  Ajs  to  the  contrary.fide.  I 
fhall  therefore  leave  the  Poets  to  their  own 
Management,  whilft T ad(^fefs  my  folf  to 
my  difingag’d/^«4^fr;  whom  I hope  to  find 

tube  EfiPlt.  ' X ' 


TheTreface. 

Favourable,  to  One  who  aims  only  at  his 
Diverfion ; and  intends  never  to  trouble 
the  World  again  on  this  Subjeft. 

I have  endeavour’d  to  make  this  P/we 
as  ufeful  as  the  Subject  would  bear,  or  my 
Abilities  reach ; and  I am  almoll  confi- 
dent, that  they  who  were  fatisfied  with 
my  former  C/tf a/egue,  will  be  much  more 
favourable  to  This  Account  of  the  Dr  amt- 
tick  Poets:  fince  they  will  find  This  lb  dit 
ferent  from  That,  both  in  Form  and  Mat- 
ter, that  it  may  juftly  be  ftil’d  A Nm 
Book. 

In  the  Firft  place  then  I have  given  a 
fuccin£t  Account  of  the  Time  in  which 
moft  of  the  Ancient  Poets  liv’d  ; the  place 
of  their  Nativity,  Quality,  Death,  Writ- 
ings, in  a larger  manner  than  either 
Mr.  Philips  or  Mr.  Winjlanl^  j and  have 
colleGed  all  the  material  Paflages  of  their 
Lives,  which  I found  {battered  in  Doctor 
Puller,  Lloyddy  d 'Woody  &c.  into  One  Vo- 
lume, for  the  greater  Bale  of  the  Rea- 
der, and  Advantage  i to  the  Work.  I 
have  riot  indeed  always  cited  my  Autho- 
rities, to  avoid  loading  the  Page ; tho*  I 
here  once  for  all  make  my  publick  Ac- 
knowledgment to  the  Fore-mention’d,  as 
well  as  other  worthy  Writers,  to  whom  I f 

have  ? 


TheTr^ace, 

have  been  oblig’d  in. the  compiling  this 
JVe4if/ye..  -Neither  have  I omitted  to  ap- 
ply my  felf  to  feveral  Perfons  now  living 
for  Information,  Ibme  of  which  promis’d 
me  great  matters ; which  occafioned  my 
deferring  the  Publication  for  Ibme  time: 
but  I found  that  the  Memoires  I expefled 
from  Londoriy  were  hke  to  arrive  with 
Cardinal  Perron’s  Manulcripts  from  RomCf 
which  he  was  to  make  ufe  of  in.his  Vindi- 
cation of  Henry  le  Grand : and  that  Ihould 
I Iwve  ftay’d  for  the  completion  of  thefe 
Promifes,  the  Louvre  would  have  Iboner 
been  finilht  than  my  Book.  ■ ^ 

Secondly,  I have  in  this  Edition,  given 
■ th&  Reader  a.  large  Account  of  the  Title- 
page  ofieach  Play  which  I have  feen,  as 
the  Double  Titles ; the  Place  where  afted, , 
the  Date  when  printed,  and  the  PerIbn  to 
whom -Dedicated;-,  with  other  Obferva- 
ons, 'which  might  obiter  occm  or  relate 
-more  immediately  to  each  Play.  V. 

Thirdly,  As  to  thole  Plays  founded  on 
fliftbry,,'inftead  of  One  or  Two,.C;as  for- 
merly,;-J  have  cited, mbft  of  the  Hiftori- 
ans  thatihaVe  treated  on  that  Subjeft,  that 
the  Reader  might  compare  the  Play,  with 
the  Original  Story,  xlihave  not  menticmM 
lb  many  Authors, ' out  of  hopes  of  being 

count- 


The  Vre face. 

counted  Induftrious,  pr  to  beget  an  Opi- 
nion in  the  World  of  my  Reading : Tho’ 
as  an  Ingenious  Author  obferves  % * This 
‘Humor  pofleffeth  many  Men,  that  brag 
‘ of  many  Books  Coming  under  their  Dil- 
‘ covery : as  if  not  only,  with  the  Mice  they 
‘had  crept  through  the  Crannies  of  all 
‘ Libraries ; but  allb  with  the  Mothes,  had 
‘ got  betwixt  the  Leaves'  of  all  Treatilcs 
‘ therein. . I am  fb  far  from  affefting  Title- 
Ltarnmgy  in  which  every  BookfeUer  would 
perhaps  excel  me,  that  I am  willing  to 
acknowledge  to' the  J^eader,  that  I am 
owing  to  the  Compendious  ColleSions  of 
Hiftorians  and  Chronologers,  for  their  Di- 
re£tions,to  find  any  Story  or  Aftion  in  the 
Original  Author ; ' and  therefore  fhall  ac- 
count it  no  leflening  to  my  Reputation  to 
be  trac’d  in  Calvifm-',  Sfondams,  Lloyd, M<h 
reri,  and  the  like.  . 

Fourthly,  As  to  the  Drumnos,  which  arc 
founded  on  Romances  or  Forreign  Plays, 

I have  much  enlarg’d  my  Remarks  ; hav- 
ing employ ’d  a greit  p -rt(if  not  too  much) 
of  niy  Time  in  rtading  Plays  and  Novels, 
in  feveral  Languages  • by  which  means  I 
have  dilcovered  man;{  more  Thefts  than 
thofe  in  the  former  Cttalogue ; and  have 

' FiJlItt’i  ffrr.  " 


(for 
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( for  tlie  Readers  Ea(e>  as  well  as  my  own 
Vindication)  cited  the  particulars  of  each 
Plagiary,  to  obviate  an  Objection  of  a 
certain  Poet,  who  profeffes  he  has  not 
ftollen  half  of  what  /r/^e»  accufed  him  of. 

What  Reception  this  Pwe  may  find  in 
the  World,  I am  not  very  follicitous,  nor 
greatly  concern’d : fince  (as  the  Judicious 
Sr.Rolert  Howard  has  obferv’d  *)  ‘Things 
‘ of  this  Nature,  tho’never  fo  Excellent, or 

* never  fo  Mean,  have  feldome  prov’d  the 

* Foundation  of  Men’s  New-built  Fortunes, 
‘ or  the  Ruine  of  their  Old:  I a m fo  far  from 
valuing  myTelf  upon  this  Performance, 
that  if  ^ there. be  any  thing  in  it  worth 
Commendation,  the  Poets  are  at  liberty  to 
father  it  upon  whom  they  pleale,  or  claim 
it  as  their  own , without  my  taking  any 

. offence  at  it And  if  1 can  but  be  lb  happy 
as  to  obtain  a Pardon  from  the  more  lolid 
part  of  Mankind,  for  having  mif-fpent  my 
Time  in,thele  Lighter  Studies,  I promife 
for  thc  future,  to  imploy  my  felf  onSub- 
jeflis  of  more  Weight  snd  Importance. 


(*)  Plays  Pol.  ^ 
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Dramatick  Poets. 


A.  ' - 

William  Alexander^  Earl, 
of  St er line.'  ' 

^ Alphabet  begins  with  this  wor- 

' ■ ■ thy  Nobleman,  who  was  a Scot  by 

1 Birth ; and  liv'd  in  the  Time  of 

i King  James  the  Firfl  of  England.^  and  the 
I Sixth  of  Scotland.  All  that  I am  able  to  ac- 
quaint my  Readers  with,  concerning  his  pri- 
vate Affairs,  or  Family,  is  only  this  ftiort  ac- 
count; that  he  was  much  in  Favour  with  his 
Sovereign,  and  Father  to  the  prefent  Earl  of 
St  er  line.  ^ ' 

The  Occafion  of  his  being  mention’d  in  our 
Catalogue,  is,  from  four  Monarchick  Tragedies^ 
(as  he  ftiles  them,)  which  are  in  Print  under 
his  Name,  viz.  The  Alexandraian  Tragedy.^ 
CroefuSj  S^ariuSy  znAJulius  Caifar. 

Thefe  Plays  feem  to  be  writ  with  great 
: A ■ ' Judg- 


2 An  Atconnt  of  the  . 

fudgincnt,  and  (if  I.mifeke  not)  the  Author 
'has  propos’d  the  Ancients,  for  his  Pattern ; 
hy  bringing  in  the  C/6otwr  between  the  Afts. 
They  are  grave,  and  fententious,  throughout, 
like  the  Tragedies  of  Seneca ; and  yet  where 
the  fofter,and  more  tender  Paffions  are  touch  t , 
they  feein  as  moving,  as  the  Plays  fo  much 
in  vogue  with  the  Ladies  ot  this  Age.  The 
greateft  objeilion  that  I know  againll 
'is  the -'Choice  the-  Author  has  made  ot  his 
Verfe,  which  is  alternate,  like  the  ^atrams 
of  the  French  Poet  Tibracb  i or  Sr.  IVtlliam 
T)avenant\  Heroick  Poem,  call’d  GondAert. 
This  meafure  of  Verfe  has  lately  been  found 
fault,  with  by  an  Eminent  Critick  (*  ) not- 
withftanding  what  Sr.  (*’)  has  uig  d 

ifo  its  Defence.  Ilhall  not  pretend  to^decide 
the  Controverfy,  but  leave  it  to  my  Reader, 
to  perufe  both  their  Ai'guments  at  leilure.  It 
may  polfibly  be  objeaed  that  his  Stile  is  not 
puie,  but  as  the  Author  has  already  pleaded 
his  Country,  (')  fo  he  ought  to  be  exens  d by 
all  Englilli  Criticks,  having  given  the  pre- 
ference to  our -Tongue,  as  exceeding  the 
Si  oteh  ‘Dialed, hath,  iti  Elegance  and  Perf^hon. 

■ His  Tragedies,  are  all  of  them  fowM^  ^ 
Hilfory,  and  he  has  follriaiy  ty  dfomfoif  to 
it,  that  even  his  (which  irfualW,  are 

the  foie  Invention  of  every  Author)  are  found- 
ed on  Truth  likewife.'  r r i • . 

The  Alexandrian  Tragedy  is  a prooi  ot  tins , 

~”(7)  Mr.  Prrf.  to  'itopii’s 

Treiuf.-  of.  Poetry.  ,<b)'  P'^icc  to  OaMtrt.  (f)  Epifll- 
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/- 

//-. 


cia^dtj 

V./  V, 
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u/lrl L<1  >{ > cL  (T^  i^AA- 


Jf^  /o 


0> 


Drdmatick  Pcets^  g 

for  after  the  Firft  which  is  wholly  em- 
ployed  by  Alexanders  Ghoji  (poflibly  in  imi- 
tation 01  Senecas  T'hyejles : ) the  reft  of  the 
Play  is  wholly  circumlcrib’d  by  Hiftory.  The 
The  Play  is  built  upon  the  Differences  about 
the  Succeflion,  that arofe  between  Alexanders 
Captains  after  his  Deceafe.  The  Second  ASi 
begins  with  the  Counce]  held  by  TerdiccaSy 
iSMeleager^  and  the  reft  of  the  Commanders. 
The  Author  has  chiefly  followed  %Adurtiu^ 
lib.  lo.  cap.  6.  ^yfeq.  and  Juftin  lib.  13.  But 
there  arc  other  Authors  that  have  tou'cht  upon 
this  Story,  as  well  Annalifts  as  Hiftorians ; 
which  for  the  Readers  fatisfailion  I fhall  fet 
down.  Such  are,  T) iodor us  Siculus  lib,  1^,  0- 
rojius  lib.  3.  cap,  2,1,  Jofephus  lib.  12.  cap.  i. 

Appian  de  Beilis  Syriacis.  Saliani  Annales 

EcclefiaHici  A.  Num.  30.  &.c.  Torniel, 

A.  M.^  3 73 o.  N.  :;•  &c.  RaleigBs  Hift.  lib.^.  c.3 . 
Heylins  Hift.  of  Greece y Hovoelly  &c. 

Creefusj  is  chiefly  borrow’d  from  Herodotus y 
fee  Itb,  I . five  Clio.  You  may  confult  like  wife, 
JuJiin  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  Tint  arch's  Life  of  Solon  y 
fee  befides  Salian.  Torniel.  A.  M.  3^10.  In  the 
Fifth  ASl  there  is  an  Epifode  of  Abradatesy  and 
Tanthdeay  which  the  Author  has  copied  from 
Xenophons  Cyropaideiuy  Or  the  Life  and  Infti- 
tution  of  Cyrus y Lib.  7.  and  the  Ingenious 
Scudery  has  built  upon  this  Foundation,  in 
that  diverting  Romance,  call’d  Grand  Cyrus , 
lee  Part  y.  Book  i.  I leave  it  to  the  Readers, 
which  Romance  is  beft,  the  Copy,  or  the 
Original. 

"Dariusy  was  the  firft  Prefent  our  Author 
A 2-  made 


4 ^ Jh  Accoimt  of  the 

made  tlie  world,  at  which  time  he  was  Lord 
t3isnjlrte.  He  printed  this  Tragedy  at  Edm^ 
borvughj  in  quarto  1603.  dedicated  it  to  K. 
yames\^l^  by  a Copy  of  three  Stanzas.  It  was 
'firfi:  compos’d  in  a inixtDialeft  of  Englilh  and 
Scoth,  and  even  then,  was  commended  by  two 
Copies  ol  Verfes.  The  Author  has  lince  poh 
lilhed  and  coi  reified  much  of  his  Native  Lan- 
guage, and  even  the  Play  it  felf  is  alter’d,  and 
'tis  now  reprinted  with  the  Rdt  of  his  Works. 
For  the  Plot  of  this  Pl‘W>  %JdurtiuSy  lib. 

3,  4,  and  f.  and  lik  ii.  cap.  y.  See 

bdides  2)iodmus  lib.  iq.  Arrian  dc  Expeditionc  ■ 
Akxandri  lib.  1.  Tlutarch' sldiic  Alexander, 

Sail  an.  A.  ((yc.  ' . \ 

Julius  Ctfar  is  fouilded  on  Hiftory,  and  the 
Reader-  may  find  many  Authors  that  give  an 
account  of  his  i\.d;ions,  particularly  Tlutarcby 
and  Suetonius.^  each  of  which  writ  his  Life. 

See  bdides  Appian  de  Beilis  Civilibus^  lib.  x. 
Floriis  lib.  4.  cap  2.  Salian.  Torniel.  &c. 

Befides  thefe  Plays,  he' writ  feveral  other.  ■ 
Poems,  of  a different  Species,  viz.  IDoomfdayy 
or  the  great  day  of  the  Lord’s  Judgment;  a ' 
Poem  divided  into  Twelve  Books  which  the  ' 
Author  calls  Hours.  A Tarten^/is  to  Prince 
'Henry who  dving  before  it  was  publifli’d,  he  1 
dedicated  it  to  Prince  Charles.^  afterwards  King  j j 
and  Martyr.  Jonaihan,^  an  Heroick  Poem  in- 
tended ; but  the  firffBook  only  extant.  He  ) 
writ  all  thefe  Poems  in  the  Ottavo  Rima  of  . 
Taffo.^  or,  as  dHichael  Drayton  calls  it,  ) A 4 
Stanza  of  Eight  Lines ; Six  interu'ovenj  md  a : 

( d ) Bpiftlc  to  B.t\m  ifarTi  " " ' 
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Couplet  in  Bafe.  I fhall  leave  their  Excellency 
to  the  judgment  oPCriticks,  who  may  view 
them  at  leiliire ; his  Plays  and  Poems  being  all 
printed  together  in  Folio,  pnder  the  Title  of 
Recreations  vcith  the  Muf^s'¥’  printed  at  Lond. 
1637,  and  dedicated  to  His  Sacred  Majefty  K, 
the  PhrlF,  of  Biefled  Memory. 

This  being  all  the  Account  I am  able  to  give 
of  our  Author  and  his  Works'^  mult  have 
recourle  to  an  old  Copy  of  Y^tfes  {tiled  T.  he 
Cenfure  of  the  Toets^  which  tho’  mean  in  them-? 
felves,  fhew  thePpinion  the  unknown  Author 
had  of  our  Poet : Part  of  which  Copy  take  as 
follows ; 

So  Scotland  fe^it  us  hither  for  our  oven  1 
That  Man  xyhofe  Marne  I even  muldhave  known 
To fland  hy  mine^  that  moji  ingenious  Knight^ 
My  Alexander ; to  whom  in  his  right 
I want  extreamlyj  yet  in  J peaking  thtis^ 

I do  but  fiew  that  Love  that  was  dwixt  uSy 
yind not  his  Number s\which  were  brave ysr  high^ 
So  like  his  Mind  was  his  clear  Toejy. 


1 have  likewife  feen  an  Anagram,  written 
by  One  Mr.  JViUiam  §^iny  on  our  Author’s 


Name,  which  being  lliort  I will  tranferibe. 


GULIELMUS  ALEXANDER, 

Anagramma. 

I,  LARGUS  MELLE  EXUNDA.  ^ ' 
Tetraflicon. 

Cum  tibi  det  GeniuSyMufayngenmnq;  Toefts 
Florihus  e variis  Attica  meUa  legas  ; 

I,  largiis  melle  eximda.  Mell  taq;  funde 
Carmina  1 ficfaciay  nomine  fata jubent. 

A3  , Robert 


..•WSC'  ■ 


' V.. 


6 An  Account:  of  tht 

Robert  Armin."^ 

The  Author  of  a Play  callec^  The  "dMaids  of 
Moor-clack ; filled  in  former  Catalogues,  a Hi- 
flory.  I am  able  to  give  no  Account  either  of 
the  Author,  or  his  Play,  having  no  knowledge 
of  eitlicr.  All  that  I can  fay,  is  that  I have  fecn 
a Book  written  by  one  of  the  fame  Name, called  , 
A TDifcourfe  of  Elizabeth  Caldwell^ ^ho  with 
. Jbme  other  accomplkesy  attempted  to  poyfon  her 
husband.  This  Book  is  in  quarto,  printed  in 
London  1604..  ^ ^ 

^ M >/^ZU^hry3  ^ 

B. 

Abraham  Baily. 


A Gentleman  of  whom  I can  give  no  other 
Information,  than  that  he  has  extant  a 
Play  called  The  Spightful  Sifter y printed  in  46 ; 
but  where  or  when,  I am  not  able  to  give  an 
Account ; the  Title-page,  Dedication  and  Pre- 
face ( if  there  be  any  ) being  deficient  in  my 
Copy.'/"  But  if  I may  be  permitted  to  fpeak  my 
Sentiments  of  the  Play  it  felf,  I believe  the 
i\uthor  has  flollen  neither  his  CharaAers  nor 
Language  from  any  other;  and  I prefume, thofe 
that  have  read  the  Chara6ler  of  My  Lord  Occus 
in  particular ; JVinifredpmA  the  reft  in  general, 
will  be  of  my  opinion.^O/yaJ^t; 

, John  Bancroft.  ^ 
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jRo/al  hy  then  Majejiks  > Sew sitits;  printed  in' 
quarfo  Lond.  ’Tis  dedicated  to  Caf* 

tain  Rich.ard Savage  \ and  the  Epilogue  \v as  w ri  t ' 
by  Mr.  Rayenfcroft,  The  Elder  Corneille  has 
writ  a Play  on  the  fame  fubjc6l,  which  I have 
read  ; but  fliall  leave\it’to  the  decifion  of  bet- 
ter judgments  to  determine  which  is  beft. 
Thofe  who  would  read  the  foundation  of  this 
Play  may^  confult  TJutarch\s\jiie  of  Sertorius: 
yelleius  Taterculus  lib.  2.  'Fkrus  lib.  i.c.  22.  ^c, 

' John  ,B,4^nks. 

: • A.Perfoa.now  living,  and' if  I miftake  not, 

a Member  of  the  Honourable  Society  of  New- 
Inn  : One  whofe  Genius  to  Poetry  led  him  to 
make  feveral  Attempts  on  the  Stage,  with  diffe- 
rent fuccefs  : but  of  whom  I may  fay  with  ju- 
ftice,  that  if  he  be  not  accounted  a Poet  of  the 
firfl  form,  yet  he  bears  up  with  his  Contempo- 
raries of  theTecond.  His  Genius  lays  wholly 
' to  Tragedy ; ' and  hejhas  had  the  Fortune  to 
pleafe  the  fair  Sex  in  the  Earl  of  Efj'ex^  and 
ii  ^jinna  BuUen.  ,Yle  has  five'  Plays  in  print,  of 
which  in  their  Alphabetical  Order.-+- 

DeJiruHion  of  Trofj  a' Tragedy,  acled  at  his  ' 
Royal  Highnefs  the  2) uke's  Theatre,  printed 
in  quarto  Lond.  ib^p.  and  dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lady  Katherine  Roos,  If 
this  Play  fall  fhort  of  Shakfpears  Troilus  and 
CreJfdaj  at  lead:  it  furpalles  Hey  wood's  Iron 
j4ge  \ and  how  unkind  foever  the  Criticks  were 
to  it,  I believe  they  have  feen  worfe  Tragedies 
on  the  Stage.  Various  are  the  Authors  that 
have  toucht  on  this  fubjedl,  as  Homer ^ FirgiU 
' A 4 Ovid.^ 


i 


8 Account  of  the 

but  none  more  fully  than  S)ares  Thry^ 
giusy  and  Cretenfis : though  Learned  , ’ 

Men  fuppofe  thofe  pieces  we  have  under  their 
Names,  to  be  fpurious yet  Natalis  Comes  has 
turned  2) ares  into  Latin  Verle : and  our  Coun- 
trymaninto  old'i5^«^/^Meetre.  ■ ' 

' //land j^eensy  or  Tl)e  T>eatb  j/’ Mar y ^eefi of 
Scotlandy  a T ragedy : publifhea  only  i n defence  j 
of  the  Author  and  the  Play,  againfl  fome  mifl  [ 
taken  Cenfures  occalioned  by' its  being  prohi-. 
bited  the  Stage,  printe4  in  Qtiarto  Z-oW.  1684.  I 
and  dedicated  to  the  niiiftrious  Princefs,  Mary 
Dutchefs  of  Nor  folks  Moft  Hiftorians  of  thole 
Times  have  written  her  Story,'  as  well  For-  i 
reigners,  as  our  own : See  Buchanafiy  Speedy  in  ; 
the  Reign  o{'  %^Eltzabethy  CamdeUy  Z>u  chefncj 
, Brantome  sMcmohfiy  Cau/in's'Ho^  Court.  l^d.y 
even  Writers  of  Romances  hive  thought  her  | 
Story  an  ornament  to  their  Work  *,  witnefs  the  | 
Pfincefs'C/(?r//?,  where  part  a.- her  Story  is  fuc-  1 
cin6tly>  related,  and'  fhe  pourtrayed  under  'the  | 

title  of  Minerva  Queen  of  Myfia.  ^ j 

Rival  Kings y or  The  Loves  ^O  rbondates  and 
Statira ; a Tragedy  in  Heroick  Verie,  a6led  at  * j 
the  Theatre-Royal;  printed  in  quarto  1677.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lady 
Katherine  Herbert.  The-Play  is  founded  chiefly 
on  Cafjmdray  a famed  Romance  in  Fol.  ’ As  to 
what  concerns  Alexandery  I refer  you  to  Cur^ 
tiuSy  'undijujlin. 

, Vertue  hetrayedy  or  Anna  Bullen  ; a T ragedy, 
ailed  at  his  RoyalHighnefs  the  2?^^^  s Theatre; 
printed  in  quarto  T^ond.  1 6Sz.  and  dedicated  to 
the  Illuftfious  Princefs  EiiZiobeth  Dutchefs  of 

. ^ A.  ^ 


Aav  e 
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Somerfet.  The  Author  has  followed  a little  No- 
vel tranflated  from  the  french^  and  called  The. 
Novels  of  Elizabeth  Queen  of  England^cowidAw-- 
ing  the  Hillory  of  Queen  j4rm  Bullen,  For  the 
Story,  molt  of  our  Chronicles  relate  it : See 
Speed's  Chron.  in  the  Reign  of  Hen.  VIIL  Ld, 
Herbert.,  Duchefne,  Dr.  Burnet's  Hill  Reioriu, 
Book  the  2.  ‘ ^ ■ j . ^ 

Unhappy  Favourite,  or  The  Earl  ^ Eflex ; a 
Tragedy,  a6led  at  the  Theatre-Royal  hy 
Majejiies  Servants  ; printed  in  quarto  London 
1682.  and  dedicated  to  the  nioft  High  anTmoli 
Illuflrious  Princefs  the  Lady  Ann,  Daughter  to 
his  Royal-Highnefs  (the  prelent  Princefs  of 
Denmark.  ) This  Play  was  afted  with  good 
fuccefs  : .The  Prologue  and  Epilbgue  Hvere 
\Vritten^hy  Mr.  Dry  den  \ and  the  piay^it  felf 
founded  on  a Novel  called,  The  Secret  Hiflory 
of  the  moft  Renowned  Queen  Elizabeth  and 
the  Earl  of  EJfex,  printed  in  izo,  Lond.  1680- 
For  the  true  Story,  fee  Cambdens  Elizahetby 
Speed,  Duchefne,  Stow,  Buher,  ipyc.  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth.  +There  have  been  two, 
FrenchVhiys,  one  by  MopfieurC^^r^w/d*;  the 
other  by  the  Younger  Corneille ; which  I have 
read,  and  am  of  opinion,  that  the  Englijl)  play^ 
is  not  lliort  of  the  French,  notwithllauding  thc^ 
high  c'ommendationk  given  it  by  the  tSdercury  ^ 
Gallant,  January  .rrcJiL  A /L 

pLfty 

Barnaby'  Barnes.‘> 

This  Perfon  lived  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Barnes 
theFirft;  and  writ  a Play  called  The  Devil's 

' • Char- 


lo  Jn  Account  of  the 

Charter^  a Tragedy,  containing  the  Life  and  i 
' Death  of  Pope  Alexander  the  VL  play*d  before 
the  King’s  Majefty,  upon  Candlemas  Night, 
by  his  Majefty  s Servants  ; printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  1 607.  and  dedicated  to  the  Honourable 
and  his  very  dear  Friends,  Sir  JV.  Herbert^  and 
^ Sir  W,  Tope  Knights,  Aflbciates  in  the  Noble 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

tThis  Tragedy  feems  to  be  written  in  imita- 
tion of  Shakfpears  old  Play  of  Terkles  Prince  of 
Tyre : for  as  Shakfpear  raifes  an  old 

i?«^/^-Bard,  for  his  Interlocutor  or  Introdu- 
<9;or,in.that  Play ; fo  this  Author  revives  Gu/c~ 
ciardine  for  the  fame  d’efig^n.  This  was  the  com- 
mon  praftice  of  the  Poets  of  the  lafl  Age,  as  • 
Shakfpear.^  Jdey woody  at  which\time  they  - 

frequently  introduced  dumb  Shewsy  which  took 
much  with  the  Speflators  of  thofe  times.  . 
i=r  'Tis  evident  the  Author  followed  Guicciar- 
diney  who  hasHargly  treated  of  this  Pope,  in 
his  Hiflory  of  the  Wars  o^ftaly  f fee  the  firfl  - 
fix  Books.  Other  Authors  have  likewife  treat- 
ed of  him,  as  T>u  TreaUy  HiB.de  I Eft  at  ^ fuc~ 
ces  de  lEglifCy  tom.  2.  p.2p3  • & feq.  E dialer  anus  ^ 
tit.  22.  fub  fine,  Maftmius  de  Geftis  Tontificum 
yBomanorumy  <^c.  - ' 

This  Author  has  extant  befides,  four  Books 
of  Offices  abeu^feiney),  hew  they  ought-to^be^ 
adminiftredj  printed  fol.  Lend.  i6o5. 

' Robert  Baron, 

This  Author  was  a young  Gentleman,  bred  ' 
firfl  at  'Cambridge y and  afterwards  brought  up 
in  the  worthy  Society  of  Grays-Inm  Dunhg  his 
abode'  there,  he, writ  a Romance  c^llcdThe,Cy* 

■ - pruiil  ' 
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friau  Academy^  printed  oftavo  Lend.  He 
dedicated  it  to  the  famous  Traveller  Mv.  fames  -f 
Howel^  in  particular,  and  to  the  Ladies  and 
Gentlewomen  of  in  general.  , In  his 

Romance,  arc  included  two  Dramaticks,  which' 
Mr.  Kirkman  has  inferred  in  his  Catalogue, 
tho'  they  are  not  entire  Trails  of  themfelvesj 
nor  of  any  lignal  Eminence  ; but  fince  they 
have  been  mention'd  in  former  Catalogues,  I 
lhall  not  omit  them. 

"DeorumDonay  a Mafque  prefented  before 
Flamimus2iVidi  Clorinda^  King  and  Queen  of  Cy- 
prusy  at  their  Regal  Palace  in  Ntcojia.  ' Part  of 
this  piece  is  borrow’d  from  Mr.  fFaUers  Poem 
to  the  King  on  his  Navy. 

Gripus  and HegiOy  ,or  The  TaJJionate  Lovers-;  ^ 
a Pafloral,  acted  by  the  Lady  7^//o’s*  Servants, 
for  the  Entertainment  (Li  Flatninius.  This  Play 
confills  but  of  three  Ails,  and  is  borrow’d 
very  much  from  WaUer\  Poems,  and  JVehjiers 
Dutchefs  of  Malfy ; \yhich  is  excufable  ohly  on 
the  account  of  the  Author  s Youth,  he  being 
but  1 7 Years  of  age, when  he  compos’d  that  Ro-  ^ 
mance,  which  was  the  reafon  that  it  ^yas  lb  ' 
highly  commended  by  twelve  Copies  ot  Verfes 
writ  by  his  Friends, and'printed  with  his  Book.  - 

Mirzay  a Tragedy,  really  ailed  in  Terfiay  in 
the  lall  Age  : Uluflrated  with  Hiflorical  Anno-  o 
rations,  printed  oilavo  L and  dedicated 

to  his  Majefly,  by  a Copy  of  Verfes.  ^This  Play 
is  much  beyond  either  of  the  former,'  and  has 
the  repute  of  a good  Play.  It  is  commended  by 
five  Copies  of  Verfes,  written  by  the  Author’s 
Cafnbridge.Yiv^Xii%,  On  this  very  Subjeil,  the 


1 2 An  Account  of  the 

famous  ’Denham^  had  before  writ  a Play  called 
The  Sophy ^ ^TIio’  our  Author  (®)  had  finiflied  ; 
‘ three  compleat  A£ls  of  thisTragedy,before  he 
^faw  that ; nor  was  he  then  dilcoii raged,  feeing 
^ the  mofHngeiii6us-^«//6^)r  of  that, has  made  his 
^ feem  quite  another  Story  from  this.  Baron 
has  follow'd  not  only  the  Honourable  Sr.  Tho- 
mas Herhert\  printed  Account  in  his  Travels, 
but  likewife  made  nfe  of  a Manufcript  Letter, 
which  Sr.  T>odmore  Cotton^  (Embaflador  to  Ah- 
has  King  of  Terjia^  from  King  Charles  the  Fird 
in  the  Year  1626.  ) fent  to  a Friend  of  his  in 
Cambridge^  according  to  which  Letter,  he  pro-  j 
fecuted  the  Story  throughout,  * | 

The  Author  Icems  to  have  propos’d  for  his  ! 
pattern  the  famous  Catiline^  writ  by  Ben.  John-  ! 
[on;  and  has  in  feveral  places  not  only  hit  the-  , 
model  of  his  Scenes : but  even  imitated  the  ! 
Language  tolerably,  for  a young  W rite r.  Who-  i 
ever  pleafes  to  compare  the  Ghoji  of  Efn'tr- 
hamze-mir  zap  vfiih.  that  Sc  ilia.,  may  eafily  | 

fee  his  Imitation,  but  that  being  too  long  to  | 
tranfcribe,  I fliall  fet  down  the  hrfl:  words  | 
of  Catiline.,  in  that  admirable  Play  ; and  after- 
wards thofe  of  Abbas j and  then  fubmit  my  opi- 
nion to  my  Reader  s judgment. 

Catiline,' 

It  is  decreed:  Nor  [hall  thy  fate,  0 Rome  m 
Rejift  my  No'si.  Though  hills  were  fet  on  hills,  ' 
Andf eas  met J'easpo  guard  thee  ; 1 would  thro  ’ : 
Til  plough  up  Rocks,  deep  as  the  Alpes,?V/  dujl : j 
And  lave  the  Tyrhene  waters  into  clouds ; i 

But  / muld  reach  thy  he  ad, thy  headproudCity, 

Cj)  BpitUc  to  ch;  Ke:d.r, 

Mn 


^ y/6^ 
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dMirzaj  A6l  fir  ft. 

Tke  vow  /V  rnad€j  'norJ}mIl  thy  pattering  Fate^ 

0 Mirza,  mitradrft  />;  though  thy  Ir oops 
Stood  like  a wall  about  thee^  nay  thd 
Trej's  all  the  gods  to  guard  thee^  and poould  arm 
Them  every  one  with  thundered  would  through', 
ril  tear  the  groundj ells  of  thy  Towers  up\ 

And  make  their  nodding  Spires  kifs  the  centre^ 
But  I will  reach  thy  hearty  thy  hearty  'proud 

\Vi6lor. 

This  is  the  firfl  Author  taken  notice  of,  ei- 
ther by  Mr.  Thillips  ( *’)  in  his  Theatrum  Toe- 
tarumy  or  his.Tranfcriber  Mr.  JVinJlanleyy  in 
his  Lives  of  the  Englijh  Toets : and  though 

neither  of  them  give  any  other  Account  of  our 
Author,  but  what  they  colleited  from  my  for- 
mer Catalogue  printed  1680.  yet  through  a 
miftake  in  the  method  of  that  Catalogue,  they 
have  afcrib’d  many  Anonymous  Plays  to  the  fore- 
going Writers,  which  belonged  not  to  them: 
and  thus  have  committed  miflakes  in  almofi 
all  the  Dramatick  Writers  they  have  handled. 
To  give  an  Inftance  in  this  Author  : they  both 
afcribe  to  him  Bon  ^ixotCy  or  The  Knight  of 
the  ill  favoured  CoiintenancCy  a Comedy  ; I know 
not  whence  they  had  their  Intelligence  : but 
I never  heard  or  read  any  fuch  Play,  nor  do  I 
believe  there  is  any  other  Book  which  bears 
that  title,  except  the  fam’d  Romance,* written 
by  the  admirable  Pen  of  that  famous  Spanijh 
Author,  Miguel de  Cervantes.  They  have  like- 
wife  aferibed  feveral  other  Dramatick  Pieces 
this  Author,  which  I dare  be  confident,  are 

(d;  pag.  11 5,  ’ 
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not  of  his  W riting  ; as  7)tck  Scorner^DeJlruBion 
of  Jerufaknij  Marriage  of  ^it  and  Science , 
^afquesy  and  Interludes  ; and  have  omitted 
two  other  Pieces  written  by  him.  'viz.  Toemsy 
o6lavo,  and  a Book  intituled , apology  for 
^ !P/?r/j.^"either  do  LJbelieve  Mr.  Thillipss  Ac- 
count, that  any  of  his  Pieces  appear'd  on  the 
Stage,  I (hall  conclude  all  with  the  following 
Anagram,  written  by  his  Friend  Mr.  John 
^arlesy  fometimes  of  St.  Teters  College  in 
Camhridge. 

\ 5ROBERTUS  BARONUS.  1 
•''"^■^RARUS  AB  ORBE  NOTUS-i^®"’" 
RaruSy'haud cuiquam peperit  Natura  fecundum. 

Not  us  esy  & fcriptis  (Baron)  ah  or  be  tuis, 

I.odowick  Barrey. 

An  Author  that  liv'd  in  the  middle  of  the 
Reign  of  James  the  Firft:  who  writ 
]a  Play  call’d  Ram- Alley  or  Merry  Tricks ^ a. 
Comedy,  divers  times  heretofore  A6ted:  by 
the  Children  of  the  Kings  Revels ; and  printed 
in  cjuarto,  Lond  1611.  The  Plot  of  kTill  Small- 
JJdank'%  decoying 'the  Widow  Taffeta  into  Mar- 
riage, is.borrow’d  (as  I fuppofe)  from  the  fame 
Author,  from  whence  Kirkman  took  the  Story 
which  i.s  to  be  found  in  the  Enghf  Rogue^  Part 
the  IV,  Chap.  19.  and  is  an  Incident  in  other 
Plays  befides  this  ; particularly  in  Killegrews 
TafJon\  IVeddmg. 

Francis  Beaumont.  z^tFktcher. 
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Captain  William  Bedloe. 

A Perfon  fo  remarkable  in  this  Nation  not 
many  years  fince,  on  the  Account  of  the  Popifh 
Plot ; that  few  are  ignorant'  of  his  part  of  the 
difcovery.  I 'fliall  not  pretend  here,  to  give 
I you  an  account  of  his  Life,  but  refer  you  to 
I that  which  was  written  by  an  Unknown  Hand, 
I intituled.  The  Life  and  Death  of  Captain  JViUi- 
I am  Bedloe^  printed  in  odC^YofLond.  1^81. 

The  Reafon  why  we  mention  him  in  our 
Catalogue  is,  *on  account  of  a Play  writ  by 
him,  called,  The  Excommunicated  Trine e : or, 
The  falfe  Relick:  a Tragedy  Ailed  by  his  Ho- 
linefs’s  Servants  : being  The  Tdpifo  Tlot^  in  a 
printed  in  folio,  Lond.  167^.  Dedicated 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  I mufi: 
confefs,  I«was  very  defirous  to  read  this  Piece 
for  the  fake  of  the  Title-page,  and  came  to  it 
with  great  expeilatio-ns ; but  found  them  aL 
together  fruflrated,  and  only  a Story  which  I 
had  formerly  read  in  Dr.  Heylin%  Geography.^ 
' deferibed  in  it.  But  afterwards  when  his  Life 
came  out,  1 was  fatisfied  with  the  Account  the 
Publifher  gave  of  it : which  for  the  Readers 
Information,  and  the  Juflification  of  the  De- 
ceafed,  I fhall  quote  word  for  word. 

(‘i  J ^In  the  next  place,  I defire  leave  to 
^ ^ fpeaK  fomething  of  his  Dramattck  Toem.,  call’d 
^The  Excom^nunicated  Trince  y or.  The  Falfe 
^ Relick.  As  to  the  worth  of  the  Play,  I do  own 
^my  felf  fo  unskilful  in  Poetry,  that  I will 
^notraMy  pretend  to  give  my  opinion  of  it. 

( Sec  his  Lite,  1 10. 
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^But  that  which  I know,  let  me  aflert  in  its 

< vindication,  viz.  That  it  was  both  began  and 
^ finiiht  in  the  fpace  of  two  Months,  which 

< cvety  one  mufl  needs  acknowledge  was  but  a 
^jVery  fliort  time,  confidering  the  great  bull- 
*nefs  that  .then  more  carndlly  imploy’d  his 
‘ thoughts, which  mufl  neceflarily  be  a weighty 
^clog  to  the  abiefl  Mufe.  Whereas  fome  of 
^ the  chiefell  Poets  of  this  Age  have  thought  it 
‘ no  difparagement  to  confefs,  that  a corredl 
.^Play  to  be  perfedled,  will  require  at  lealt 

twelve  Months  time.  And  I remember  in 
^ lome  Prologue,!  think  in  that  to  the  f^irtuofoy 
have  read  this  Diflick  to  the  fame  purpofe. 
y/  Tlay.^  like  Ground.^  muji  a Tear  Fallow  lyOy 
Fye  it  can  ripen  to  good  Comedy, 

‘This  confider’d,  (and  it  being  the  firfl 
’^Fifay  he  ever  fiiiiOi’d  of  this  Nature)  what 
^few  miflakes  are  found  in  his  Play,  may  be 
‘ eafily  excus’d.  But  befides  its  real  faults,  the 
^ errors  of  the  Prefs,  and  what  it  fuffers  thro’ 

‘ the  prejudice  and  malice  of  the  Author  s 
Advcrfiries,  I do  not  at  all  wonder  if  even 
‘ the  molt  impartial  Reader  too,  fliould  look 
‘fevercly  on - it,  feeing  he  is  promis’d  in  the 
‘ Title-page,  what  he  can  never  find  in  the 
‘Book!  It  would  fain  cozen  him  to  believe 
‘ that  he  fliall  meet  with  the  Popifh  Plot  re- 
‘ prefented  in  that  Play,  though  I have  'heard 
‘ Mr.  Bedloe  often  fay  he  never  intended  any 
‘ fuch  thing.  The  Hiflory  he  defigned,  may, 
‘:as  I am  intorm’d,  be  read  infeveral  'Authen- 
‘ tick  Authors  ; but  in  Heylin^  Geography  I re- 
‘ineniber  I met  with  it  my  felf.  So  may  any 

‘that 
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<tliat  will  perufe  his  Hiftory  of  Georgia,  Mr. 
iBedloe  sncM  knew  it  was  againft  his  Intereft 
€ fo  for  to  ridicule  the  Plot,  as  to  compofe  a 
< Play  of  it;  and  he  had  more  judgment  in 
< Poetry,  than  to  imagine  that  fuch  a new 

< thing  would  plcafe  in  Tragedy.  And  leaft  any 

< one  ftiould  fufpefl:  that  his  defign  did  in  the 
tleail  incline  that  way,  he  writ  an  Epiflle  to 

< affure  his  Reader  of  the  contrary.  Which 

t the  Stationer,  (fuppofing  under  that  pretence 
<the  Play  would  vend  much  better)  thought 
c it  his  interefl:  to  ftifle,  and  added  thefe  words 
i to  the  Title-page  {^Being  the  Topifh  Tlot  in 
I a Tlaf)  without  the  Authors  confent  or 
c knowledge.  ^ . 

, Mrs.  Aflfseat  Behn. 

A Perfon  lately  deceafed,  but  whofe  Metnory 
will  be  long  frelh  amongfi:  the  Lovers  of  Dra- 
matick  Poetry,  as  having  been  fufficiently 
Eminent  not  only  for  her  Theatrical  Perfor* 
mances,  but  feveral  other  Pieces  both  in  Verlc 
andProfe ; which  gain’d  her  an  Efteem  among 
the  Wits,almofl;  equal  to  that  of  the  incompara- 
ble Om//^,Madam  Katharine  Thillips  (of  whom 
we  (hall  fpeak  hereafter).  Her  Plays  are  Six- 
teen in  number,  having  therein  exceeded  any 
of  the  Poets  of  this  Age,  Sr.  fViJliam  Davenanty 
and  Mr.  ^Dryden^  excepted.  Moll  of  her  Come- 
dies have  had  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe : and 
tho’it  mull  be  confeft  that  (he  has  borrow’d 
very  much,  not  only  from  her  own  Country 
Men,  but  like  wife  from  the  French  Poets: 
yet  it  may  be  faid  in  her  behalf,  that  (he  has 
:'A  « B often 
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often  been  forc’d  to  it  through,  hart::  and  has 
borrow’d  from  others  Stores,  rather  of  Choice 
than  for  want  of-  a 'fond  of  Wit  of  her' own : 
it  having  been  formerly  her  unhappinefs  to  be 
necellitated  to.  write  for  Bread,  as  fhe  has  pub- 
iiflrt  to  the  world.  (')  ’Tis.alfo  to  her  Com- 
liiendation,  that  whatever  fhe  borrows  flie  im- 
proves for  the'better:  a Plea  which  our  late 
Laiireat  has  not  been  aQram’d  to  make  ufeof. 
(^)  If  to  this,  her  Sex  may  plead  in  her  behalf^ 
I doubt  not  but  (he  will  be  allowed  equal  with 
feveral  of  our  Poets  her  Contemporaries.  I 
fhall  now  give  an  Account  of  her  Plays  in  an 
Alphabetical  Order,  as  follows : 

Abdelazer^  or  The  Moors  Revenge  \ a Tra- 
gedy A6led  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Dukes 
Theatre,  printed  id  quarto,  LonTi6ji.  This 
Play  is  originally  an  old  Pl:w  of  MavloeSy  call'd 
Lujls  2>ominionj.  or.  The  Lafciviotfs^  a 

-r  Tragedy  written  above  Forty, years  agOj_tho* 
^ printed  in  o61:av6,  LondT  l66i  T She  has  much 
improv’d  it  throughout.' 

Amorous  ^Trince^  or  - The  Curious  Hushandy 
a Comedy  Acled  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Theatre,  printed  in  quarto, 

Lond  i6'‘7I.  The  Plot  of  Antomoy  the  curious 
Husband’s  trying  his  Wives  Challity  by  his 
'Friend  Albert o\  means,  is  founded  on  a Novel 
in  the  Romance  of  "Don  S^ixoty  call’d  The  Cu- 
rious. Impertinent : See  Part  4.  Ch.  6,  7,  8. 
The  City  Night  Cap  is  founded  on  the  fame 
Story,  tho’  Mr$.,£ehn  has  much  out-done  that ' 

(e)  to  Sir  (Q  A^rologer* 
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Play-,  and  improv’d  the  Novel  it  felf. 

■ C'tty-Heirefs  ^ or  Sr.  Timothy  TreciUAlly  a 
Comedy  Afted  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  his 
Theatre,  printed  in  quarto,  Lend.  i6^z,  and 
'Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry 
Earl  of  Arundel^  ind  Lord  'Mowbray.  This 
Play  had  the  luck  to  be  well  receiv’d  in  the 
Town : yet  I cannot  but  take  notice  that  mod 
of  the  Chara6lers  are  borrow’d ; as  thofe  of  Sir 
Timothy  Treat -all  and^  his  Nephew,  from  Sir 
Bounteous  Trogrefs.^  and  FoUy-w  'ity  in  tTMiddtc- , 
ton\  ^3iad  tVortd  my  Majlers : and  thofe  of  Sir 
Anthony  Merry  well his  Nephew  Sr. Charles^ 
from  t)urazzo  and  CaldorOy  in  Majfengers  Guar*- 
dian.  Part  of  the  Language  in  each  Play  is 
likewife  tranferib’d.  As  for  the  Plotof  -S/V 
Timothy^  endeavouring  to  fupplant  his  Ne- 
phew of  his  Miflrifs,  ’tis  the  fame  Delign  wi  th 
other  Plays,  as  Ram- Alley and  Trick  to  Gatck 
the  Old  One.  _ ^ . 

- SJutch  Lover y a Comedy  A6led  at  the  Duke’s 
Theatre,  printed  in  quarto.  Lend.  1673.  The 
Plot  of  this  Play  is  founded  on  a Spanifh  Ro- 
mance, written  by  the  ingenious  Bon  Fran- 
eifeo  delas  Cover  as  filled  Bon  FemfCy  fee  the 
Stories  of  Eufernky  and  Theodore y Bon  Jame^ 
and  Frederick. 

Emperor  of  the  Moony  a Farce,  A£led  by 
Their  Majeftys  Servants,  at  the  Queens' 
Theatre,  printed  in  quarto,  Lond.  1687..  and 
Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Marquefs  of  Wor defier. 
This  Farce  was  originally  ItaliaHy  and  Ailed 
in  France  Eighty  odd  times  without  intcr- 
milTion,  under  the  Title  of  Harlequin  T Em- 
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per  cur  Jans  k Monde  de  la  Ijune : . but  much  al- 
ter’d, and  adapted  to  our  Englifh' Theatre. 

Fore  d Marriage^  ox  The  Jealous  Bridegroomy  ♦ 
a Tragi-Comedy ; A£):ed  at  his  Highnels  the 
Duke  of  Tork\  Theatre,  and  printed  in  quarto, 
Lotid.i6^i.  This,  if  I miflake  not,  was  the  firft 
Play  that  our  Authrefs  brought  on  the  Stage.  1 

Fad fe  County  or  A New  IVay  Ao  play  an  Old 
Carney  a Comedy  Ailed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  ■ 
and  printed  in  quarto,  1682.  The  Hint 

of  Ifabella  being  deceiv’d  by  Guillaume  the 
Chimney-fweeper,  is  borrow’d  from  Mollieres 
Les  Trecieufes  Ridicules. 

' Feign  d Courtezans y or  a Nights  Intrigue y a ij 
Comedy,  ailed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  printed  ' 
in  quarto,  Lond.  i6q^,  and  Dedicated  to  Mrs.  ! 
EUen  Guin.  This  Comedy  I take  to  be  One  of 
the  bell  Ihehas  written. 

Luc  key  C barney  or  an  Alder  marls  Bargain  ; a 
Comedy  ailed  by  Their  Majefties  Servants, 
printed  40,  Lond.  1687.  and  Dedicated  to  the  Rt 
Laurence  Hydcy  E.of Rochejier.  Tho' 
fome  Criticks  decry ’d  this  Play,  yet  whoever 
will  confult  the  Author’s  Preface,  will  find  the 
Objeilions  fully  anfwer’d : however  T mult 
obferve  that  the  Incident  of  Caymans  enjoy- 
ing the  Lady  Fulbancky  and  taking  her  for  the 
Devil,  is  copied  from  Mr.  Alexander  Kieijhaw 
and  the  Lady  Aretinay  intlie  Lady  of  Tie afure. 

Royer y or  The  Banijht  Cavaleers  y in  Two 
parts,  both  of  them  Comedies,  Ailed  at  the 
Duke’s  Theatre,-  and  printed  in  quarto,  Lond. 
1677,  and  1 68 1,  the  Second  Part  being  Dedi- 
cated to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke.  Thcfe' 
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are  the  only  Comedies,  for  the  Theft  of  which, 
I condemn  this  ingenious  Authorefs ; they  be- 
ing fo  excellent  in  their  Original,  that  'tis  pity 
they  fhould  have  been  alter’d : and  notwith- 
ftanding  her  Apology  in  the  Poftfcript  to  die 
firft  part;  I cannot  acquit  her  of  prevarica- 
tion, fince  Angelica  is  not  the  only JloVn  Ohjefly 
as  file  calls  it:  file  having  borrow’d  largely 
throughout.  The  truth  is,  the  better  to  di{. 
giiife  her  Theft,  flie  has  (as  the  ingenious 
Scarron  obferves  of  the  Writers  of  Romances,) 
( s)  Plead  the  Pkl  hy  beginning  at  the  Tail;  yec 
notwithftandingjwhat  ihehas  omitted  of  worth 
in  her  firfl:  part,  file  has  taken  into  the  lecond; 
and  therefore  could  not  juflly  call  thefe  Plays 
her  own. 

Round-heads^  or  The  good  Old  Caufe^  a Co- 
medy a6led  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  printed  in 
quarto,  Lond.  1682.  and  Dedicated  to  the  Moft 
Illuftrious  Prince,  Henry  Fitz-Roy^  Duke  of 
Grafton.  A great  part  of  the  Language  of  this 
Play,  is  borrow’d  from  Tatehams  Rumpy  or  a 
Mirror  of  the  Times;  but  yet  ihe  has  a better  Ti- 
tle to  this  Play,  than  the  former,  having  much 
improv’d  the  Humor  of  the  Round-heads. 

Sr.  Patient  Fancy y a.  Comedy  Afted  at  the  ■ 
Duke’s  Theatre ; printed  in  quartofond  1 6-78. 
The  Hint  of  Sr.  Patient  Fancy y is  borrow’d 
from  a F rench  Play  called  Le  Malade  imagk 
naire  .-and  the  Charafters  of  Sr.  Credulous  Eafy^ 
and  his  Gjroom  Curry y are  ftol’n  from  Sr.  Am- 
philus  the  Cornif}  Knight,  and  his  Man  Tre- 
^fco  in  £rome*s  Play  called  The  Z>amofeiUe. 

(g)  Cit;?  B,omancc9  2. 
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T'ohiDn  Fop^  or  St\  Timothy  Tawdrey^  a Co- 
medy, a6ted  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke's  j 
Theatre,  printed  in  quarto,  1677.  The  . j 
foundation  of  this  Play,  is  a Comedy  writ  by  ^ 
George  fVilhns^  call'd  The  Miferies  of  infored 
Marriage  ; from  which  not  only  the  Plot,  but 
a' great’  part  of  the  Lai^uage  is  fiol’n. 

fFidovo  Ranter y ox  ' The  Hiftory  of  Bacon  in 
Virgima^  a Tragi-Comedy  a^ed  by  Their  Ma- 
jellies  Servants,  printed  in  quarto,  Lond,  i6po.‘ 
and  dedicated  to  the  Much  Honored  Madam 
fVeldm  by  G.J.  a Friend  to  the  Authrefs,  by 
whom  this  Play  was  publilht  after  her  Deceafe. 

I refer  the  Reader  to  this  Epillle  for  the  Plays 
pillification : only  I cannot  but  obferve,  that 
the  Prologue  was  written  Ten  years  fince,and^ 
publiflit  before  Mr.  Shadvcell's  True  JVidow  : 
and  if  I millake  not  the  Epilogue  is  Old  like-' 
wife.  For  the  Story  of  Bacon  I know  no  Hiftory  ‘ 
that  relates  it,  but  his  Catallrophe  is  founded  , 
on  the  ' known  llory  of  CaJJiuSj  who  perilhed 
by  the  Hand  of  his  freed-Man  T>andorus^  be- 
lieving his  Friend  Brutus  vanquifhed.  , , 

Toung  Kingj  or  The  t3fijiake^  a Tragi-Co- 
medy  a61ed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  printed  in 
.quarto,  Lond,  1683.  dedicated  to  fpme 
Gentleman  her  particular  Friend,  under  the 
Name  of  ThilaBer.  The  Defign  of  this  Play 
is  borrow’d  from  Monlieur  Caipranede's  Cleo* 
fatra^  fee  the  Hiftory  of  Akamenes  and  Me^ 
nalippaj  Part  VIII. 

Befides  thefe.Plays  this  Ingenious  Woman 
has  publilht  fevera]  other  Works,  both  in^. 
Verfe  and  Profe.  As  a Colleftion  of  jPoems 

■ _ in  , 
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in  o£lavo,  Lond.  i6S^.  and  a Colledion  of  fe- 
vcral  Others  in  oilavo^  Lor/d.  i6Ss.  Another 
Volume  in  o61avo,  Lond.  1688.  amongft  all 
which  are  many  01  her  own  Compofures.  Her 
feveral  Verfions  from  the  French  are  com* 
mended  by  thofe  who  think  themfelves  Judges 
of  Wit ; a'mongft  which  the  chiefelfc  are,  A 
Foyage  to  the  IJland of  Love  ; Lycidas^  ot  The 
Lover  in  Fafoion  ; and  The  Lover  s IV t^/C/^.Thefe 
Pieces  in  the  Original  may  be  found  in  the 
lecond  and  third  Tomes  of  Le Receueil desT  'teces 
GallanteSj  enTrofe  ^ en  Fers^  Tar  is  1684. 

Thofe  who  will  take  the  pains  to  compare 
them,  will  find  the  Englifh  rather  Paraphrafes, 
than  juft  Tranflations : hut  which  fufliciently 
fhew  the  Fancy  and  excellent  Abilities  of  our 
All  th  refs. 

She  has  written  other  Pieces  in  profe, which 
have  had  the  fortune  to  pleafe,  as  The  Love 
Letters  between  a Nobleman  and  his  Sifter y in 
Three  Volumes,  odavo  Lond.  1684.  i^c.  Three 
Hiftories,  printed  in  o6ta VO,  Lond.  1688.  viz. 

\ Oroonohy  or  The  Royal  Slave.  7 he  fair  Jilt.,  or 
Tar  quin  and  Miranda.  Agnes  de  CaftrOy  or  The 
Force  of  Generous  Love.  There  are  two  other 
fmall  Novels  under  her  Name,  viz.  Hftory  of 
the  Nun,  ox  The  fair  Fo  w-breaher,  London 

1 6Sp.  The  Lucky  Mftake,  i Lond.  1 6Sp. , 

What  Opinion  the  Wits  of  the  Age  had  of 
her,  may  appear  from  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes 
written  before  her  Tranllation  of  Monfieur 
^ Bonnecorfe's  La  Montre,ox  The  IF %tch : amongft 
whom  Mr.  Charles  Cottony  who  was  no.  con- 
temptible'Poet,  gives  her  the  following  Cha- 
ra£ier.  B 4 So7ne 
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, Siftne  hands  mite  f me  things  voellyare  elfewhere 
But  on  aU  T beams  your  povoer  is  the fame,  [lame : 
Of  Buskin  j and  of  Sock-,  you  know  the  Tace  ; 
And  tread  in  both  wit}\  equal  Skill  and  Grace. 
But  whenyou  write  of  f$vey  Altrea  then  , 
JLove  dips  his  Arrows.^  where  you  wet  your  Ten. 
Such  charming  Lines  did  never  Taper  grace  ; 
Soft  as  your  Sex  ; and f mooth  as  Beauty  s^  Face. 

r 

Dawbridge-court  Belchier. 

. An  Englifh-man,  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of 
James  the  Firft,  but  one,  who  was  an  In- 
habitant of  the  Town  of  UtreichFm  theTow 
Countries;  at  the  time  of  his  writing  an  In- 
terlude, called  Hans  Beer-pot.^  his  invifible  Co- 
medy of  See  mCj  and fee  rne  not ; a£led  by  an 
hdnefl:  Company  of  Health-Drinkers,,  printed 
in  quarto,  Lond.i6iS.  and  dedicated  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Sr.  Ogle.,  Colonel  of  ourEnglifh 
Regiment  of  Foot,under,theLords,theEftatcs 
General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  Lord 
Governor  of  the  Town  and  Garifon  o^l/ireicht. 
“^This.  Piece  (f)  is  neither  Comedy  nor  Tra- 
^gedy,  as  wanting  Firft  the  juft  number  of 
< Speakers ; Secondly,  thofe  Parts  or  A6ls  it 
^ fhould  have,  which  fhouldbe  at  the  leaflFive; 
^ but  a plain  Conference  of  fo  many  Perfbns, 
^ confining  of  Three  A£ls,  and  no  more. 

Richard  Bernard. 

This  Perfon  flourifh'd  at  Epworth  in 
toln-fhire,  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  and 
(h)  See  Epiftk  Dedicatory.  .. 
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was  (as  I fuppofe)  the  firft  Tranflator  of  7>- 
vence\  Comedies  entire : which  tho’  not  fo  well 
tranflated  into  Englifh,  as  into  French,  by  the 
famous  Abbot  de  deMarolles^ 

or  by  Monfieur  de  Martignac  \ yet  certainly  it 
is  paflable  lor  the  time  in  which  he  liv’d.  Be- 
fides  the  bare  Tranflation  of  the  whole  Six 
Comedies,  viz.  ^Andraa^  Addphij  ^c.  he  has 
taken  notice  in  each  Scene  of  the  moil:  remark- 
able forms  of  Speech,  Thefes,  and  moral  Sen- 
tences, in  imitation' poflibly  of  an  old  French 
Tranflation,  printed  at  Tar  is  in  octavo,  1^74. 
This  Veriionis  printed  with  the  Latine,  4^^^ 
Cambridge  lypS.  and  dedicated  to  Mr.  Chrijio- 
pher  J'Vrajj  Son  and  Heir  to  Sr.  JViUiam  fVrajj 
and  his  Brothers.  Having  given  this  fhort  ac- 
count of  the  Tranflator  and  his  Work,  give 
me  leave  to  fpeak  fomewhat  of  the  Author. 

Tublius  Terentius.^  was  a Native  of  Carthage; 
but  being  taken  Prifbner,  when  he  was  very 
young  he  was  fent  to  Rome,  He  was  brought 
up  in  Literature,  and  all  good  Education,  by 
his*  Patron  Terentius  Seneca , and  afterwards 
freed  by  him,  on  account  of  his  Wit^aiid  good  ■ 
Meen.  He  luckily  found  the  beft  way  of  wri- 
ting Come'd.y,  and  he  left  fome  Pieces  in  that 
kind,  that  few  Perfons  have  been  able  to  imi-. 
tate.  He  was  in  great  Efteem,  not  only  with 
the  People  in  general,  by  reafon  of  his  Dra- 
matick  Performances ; but  particularly  be  lov’d 
and  cherifli’d  by  Men  of  the  belt  Quality,  as 
Tublius  Scipioj  LaliuSy  and  others.  His  purity 
of  Stile,  .was  fo  confpicuous,  that  his  Adver- 
faries  endeavour’d  to  perfwade  the  People, 

that 
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that  he  was  aflifted  in  his  Plays  by  great  Men, 
which  he  handfomely  takes  notice  of,  iirhis 
Prologue  to  the  Adelphi. 

JSlum  quod  illi  dicunt  malevoli^  homines  nohtks 
E.um  adjut are ^ aIJidmque  una  feribere  ; 

^gd lUi  male di& urn  vehe7nens  eJJ'e  exijiimant^ 

- Earn  laude  hie  due  it  maxuma  ; ckm  illis  place  ty 
, c vohis  univerjisy  ^ populo  placent  ; 

• opera  in  belloy  in  otioy  in  negotioy 

Suo  quifque  tempore  ufus  eji  fine  fuperbia. 

The  Plots  of  thefe  Comedies  he  borrow’d  ' 
from  the  Greeks,  the  Four  firli:  from  the  Co-  I 
medies  of  Menander ; and  the  Two  laft  from 
Apollodorus.  He  v/as  beholding  to  Menander  ■ 
Jikewife,  for  fome  other  Comedies,  which  in 
his  Return  from  Greece y by  Sea,  were  lofl  with 
himfelf;  in  the  Year  oiRo^ney  ypy,  and  the  fe-  j 
condyearof  the  Olympiad.  Some  fay 

that  he  Died  in  Arcadia ; but  the  former  Ac- 
count is  confirm’d  by  f^olcatiuSy  in  the  follow- 
ing Verfes.  ' 1 , 

Sed  ut  Afer  fex populo  edidit  ComcediaSy 
Iter  hinc  in  Ajiam  fecit  .*  navim  cum  feme  I 
Confeendity  vifus  nunquam  eftyfic  vita  vac  at. 

Confult  further  Crinitus  de  Toetis  Lat'mis. 
Scaliger  in  Toetic.  Lilius  Gyraldus  Hift.  Poet.  • 
yofius  deToetis  Latinisyhe. 

yl/rj.  Frances  Boothby.';  ; 

The  Authrefs  of  a Play  called  Marcelia^  or  ; 
The  Treacherous  Frieridy  aTragi-Comedy  afled  ^ 
at  the  Theatre-Royal,,  by  His  Majefiies  Ser-i' 
vants,  printed  in  quarto,  Lond.  i(57o..anddedi.  1 
cated  to  the  Honourable, .and  moft  Acconiplifht 
^ * Ladyi. 
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Lady2"^/(f,  of  Harvington  in  IVouefier-Jhirc 
to  whom  flie  was  related.  ’ ^ ^ 

Roger  BoYLEi  . Earl  of  Orrery. 

An  Irifh  Nobleman,  whole  Abilities  in  Art^ 
and  Arms,  have  render’d  him  better  l^nowh  to 
this  Nation,  than  any  Chara^lerl  I^ca-n^ive 
him,  fo  that  I may  juftly  fay  of  him  with 'Ma-. 
dam  ThiUips ; (•)  ^ - 

Of  him  I cannot  which  is  bar  deft  telly  ' • 

Or  not  to praife  him^  or  to praife  him  well. 

However  I mull  oblerve,  that  he  is  not  only., 
a Poet  himfelf,  but  a Patron  of  Poets  likewife, 
as  Mr.  Dry  deny  and  Mr.  Crown  mull:  acknow- 
ledge : fo  that  methinks  his  Lordlhip’s  Repu- 
tation,joy  n’d  with  the  Earl  of  Rofcomon\ymv^t 
befnfficient  to  attone  for  their  Country’s  Cha- 
rafter  in  point  of  Wit.  He  has  publilht  Foiir -d 
Plays  inHeroick  Verfe wherein  not  only  the 
true  Englilh  Courage  is  delineated  to  the  Life: 
but  likewife  the  very  Infidels  and  Barbarians, 
are  taught  by  his  Pen,‘not  only  Humanity,  but 
the  HigheR  Morality  and  V irtue.  But  his  Wit 
is  as  far  above  my  Abilities  to  deferibe,  as  to 
imitate ; and  therefore  I IhaH  haften  to  give  an 
Account  of  his  Plays,  ^ 

^ ihBJack  Trtncey  a Tragedy, a6Ied  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  printed  at  Lond.  folio,  1672.  Tho’  this 
' Play  in  the  Title-page  be  call’d  diTragedyy  .jtt^ 
it  ends  fuccefsfully : and  therefore  I prefume 
was  rather  filled  fo  by  the  Author,  from  the  ^ 
Quality  and  Grandeur  of  the  Perfons  inthe 
gramma,  than  from  aiiy  unfortunate  Cataflro- 
, (i)  focrah  p3g.  151, 

phe.  . 
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phe.  For  the  foundation  of  this  Play,  as  far 
' as  it  concerns  Hiftory  confult  JValJinghami  Hi- 
Jforia  Angli<e,  Florentii  Monach.  JVigornien[is 
, ChronkonfPolVergiln  Hifori<e  Anglia,  Froijfard 
Croniques  de  .France ^ ^ d' Angle t err e, 

ChefnCy  Speedy  and  other  Engliih  Hiftorians  in 
the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third.  | 

Tryphon^  a T ragedy  afted  by  his  Royal  High-  ^ 
ncfs  the  Duke  of  Tork\  Servants,  and  printed 
in  ^oXio^Lond,  Of  this  Ufurper  you  have  , 
an  account  in  Maccabees  lib.  i.  See  befidcs^i?- 
J'ephus  lib.  13.  Appian  de  Beilis  Syriacis^CQ. 
Thefc  two  Plays  are  printed  togetlier.  i 

-f  Henry  the  Fifthy  a Hiftory,  a6led  at  his  High- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  Fork’s  Theatre,  printed  in 
folioy  Lond.  i6q^.  For  the  Plot  fee  the  Chro- 
nicles of  England  in  the  Reign  of  that  King  I 
fuch  as  JValJinghamy  Tofydore  Vergily^HoUing-^  [ 
and  the  French  Chronicles  in  i 
, • the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Sixth,  as  Les  j 

Chroniques  dEnguerrand  de  Monjlrelet.  Jean 
Juvenal  des  Urjinsy  HHiftoire  de  Charles 
F de  Belleforefty  HHiJtoire  de  neuf  Roys 
Charles  de  Francey  Mezerayy  &c. 

Mujtapha  Son  of  Solyman  the  Magnificent y a 
Tragedy,  ailed  at  the  Dukes  Theatre,  printed 
i n folio,  Lond.  i 77.  See  Paulusjovius  lib.  40. 
fhuanus  lib.  i a.  fhe.  Artus  la  Continuation  de 
I’ Hifioire  des  Turcs.  Knolless  Turkijh  Hifiory. 

Befides  thefe  Plays,  there  is  a Comedy  lately 
, p.ublifht,  tho’  writ  as  I fuppofe  fome  years  ago, 
under  the  Title  of 

Mr.  Anthony y a Comedy  ailed  by  Their  Ma- 
jellies  Servants,  and  printed  in  quarto,  Lond, 
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x6^o.  This  Play  I believe  was  a£led  formerly, 
at  the  Dukes  Theatre  in  Lincolns- Inn-Fields^ 
becaufe  I find  Mr.  Angelj  and  Mrs!  Long  a. 
tnongfi:  the  Aflors  Names,  who  if  I miftake 
not,  have  been  dead  fome  years.  The  Prologue 
to  this  Play,  is  the  fame  with  that  of  The  Fool 
turn  d Crittek:  bin  whether  it  be  borrow'd,  or 
genuine,  I know  not. 

Befides'  thefc  Plays  our  Author  has  writ  a 
' Romance,  called  Tarthenijfa  ; which  yields  not 
either  in  Beauty,  Language,  or  Delign  to  the 
Works  of  the  famous  Semery^  ot’Calpranedej 
however- Eminent  they  may  be  amongfl  the 
i French,  for  Pieces  of  this  Nature:  and  what 
! Mr.  Davis  of  Kidwelly  fays  of  Scarroris  Co- 
! mical  Romance,  may  with  more  Juftice  be  ap- 
i plied  to  our  Illuftrious  Author,  and  this  Work, 

‘ 'Tis  a thoufahd  pities,  That'the  Author 
‘(prevented  by  death)  hath  left  the  Work 
‘ imperfeft ; fo  that  we  are,  and  ever  fhall  be- 
‘ at  a lofs,  to  know,  what- period  he  might  bring 
^ fo'many  noble  Adventures  ,to.  He  has  writ- 
j ten  a Treatife  in  Folio,  call’d  The  ArtojlFar,^ 
I I have  been  told,  it  has  been  commended  by 
i many  expert  Captains,  for  the  befl  Piece  ex- 
I tant  in  Englifh : but  jthis  I miifi:  leave  to  the 
i judgment  of  others,  more  experienced  in  the 
Art  Military. 

I know  not  where, or  when, our  Noble  Author 
Died : but  thofe  who  would  view  his  Chara£ler 
more  at  large,  mufl:  read  Sr.  JVilliam  Davenant\ 
Poem  to  his  Lordfhip,(0 which  will  make  them 
regret  the  Lofs  of  fo  great  a Man. 

' (VJ  t'ref.  to5'wo/>’sNov:ls.  (I) 

Sam.  ^ 
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,v\v^Samuel,.BR!ANi>oN.  ^ 

- Thi^  Author  liv’d  in  the  later  part  of  Quecit  | 
‘Elizabeths  diVid  publiflit  .a  Play  called  J 

The  Tragi-Comedy  of  the  Eir turns  OBavi  'a^  ne-  ^ 
Ver  a£led,“  hut  printed,!  ip.  Lond.  iyp8.  and 
dedicated  by  a Copy  of  Verfes,  to  the  Right 
Honourablej  and  truly  Virtuous  Lady,  the 
Lucia  Audelay : accompanied  with  two 
Other  Copies  in  commendation  of  the  Play.  It ' 
is’’ writ  in  alternate  Verfe,  with  a Chorus  at 
the  end  ,ol^  each  A61.  For  the-  Ground  of  this 
Play  Suetmius\  Life  of  Auguflus^ 

Zarch's  .Life.of  M.  Anthony.  Z)ion.  Cajfius^  &c; 
At  the  End  of  this  Play  are  printed  two  Epi-' 
Itles  between  QBavia^  and  her  Husband  M.  An^^ 


thony^  in  imitation  of  Ovid\  Stile^  but  ^vrit  in 
long  Alexandrins.  They  are  dedicated  ;to  ;thc  , 
HonoUrable,VirtuQUsand  Excellent  M.x$.Mary  ■ 
T kin.  .1  The  Author  had,  that/goodppinion  of  j 
his  Playy  ’ that  befides  diis  Tyofopopeia  al  pibrOj  j I 
at  the  beginning  of  his  Book,  he  has  concluded  j 
with  this  Italian  Sentence.  . . , - J 


' Ld'a^ua  nm  temo  de  V eterno  oblio. 


Anthony'  BrRwer.  * 

% , j ^ ' t''  y . : ' ’ 'I 

A Writer  in  the  Reign  of  King  C>5^/(?j‘  .the*^|! 
Firfl,  to  whoni  is  aferib’d  by  Mr.  Kirfmanyv;o  4| 
Plays  jviz.  Country  Girly  zndTde  Love-ftck,l 
King:  tho’  I-queftion  whether  the  former  be- 
long to’him.  It  being  aferib’d  to  T.  A*,  in  the  ,, ' 
Title-page.  However  I am  fure  lAxWihfianJeyy 
is  much  inillaken  in  the  Account  that  he  gives  j 


^ 
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of  our  Author,  (*")  ^That  he  was  One  who  in 
‘ his  time  contributed  much  towards  the  Eng. 
‘lifli  Stage  by  his  Dramatick  Writings,  crpeci- 
^ally,  in  that  noted  One  of  his  call’d  Lingua  : 
for  neither  was  that  Play  writ  by  him,  nor 
Loves  Loadjhne^  Landagartba^  or  Loves  Do- 
minion^  as  he  and  Mr..  P/6/7///J- affirm  : Landa- 
gar t ha  being  writ  by  Henry  Burnel  Efq;  and 
Lwe's  Dominion^  by  Fkcknoe,  But  I ffiall  pro- 
cecd  to  give  an  Account  of  thofe  Plays,  which 
are  afcrib’d  to  him  by  Mr.  Kirhman^  who  was 
better  vers’d  in  Writings  of  this  Nature. 

Country  Girly  a Comedy  often  ailed  with 
much  applaufe,  and  printed  in  quarto,  Lond. 
1647.  This  Play  has  been  reviv’d  on  the  Stage 
under  the  Title  of  Country  Innocence^  or  Tloe 
Chamber-maid  turn  d ^aker.^ 

Love-fick  King^  an  Engliffi  Tragical  Hiftory, 
with  the  Life  and  Death  of  Cartefmunda  the 
fair  Nun  oDVincheJier^  printed  in  quarto, 

This  Play  was  like  wife  reviv’d  by  the 
Ailors  of  the  King’s  Houfe  in  the  Yeai-  i(58c. 
and  ailed  by  the  Name  of  the  Verjurd  Nun, 
The  Hillorical  part  of  the  Plot  is  founded  on 
the  Invafion  of  the  Danesy  111  the  Reign  of  K. 
Ethelred^  2cadi  Alfred ; which  the  Author  calls 
Etheldred  and  Aimed.  See  the  Writers  of  Eng- 
liffi  Affairs,  as  Polydore^HergUj  Mathaeus  JVejl- 
monajierienf.  Gul  MalmfburienJisj  Inguljus.,  Ra- 
tmlphus  HigdeUy  Du  Chefne^  Speedy  &c. 

Alexander  Brome. 

This  Author  flourifht  in  the  Reign*  of  King 


(ro)  Lives  the  Posts  p*  X14. 
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Charles  the  Martyr,,  and  was  an  Attorney  in 
the  Lord  Mayor's  Conrt.  He  was  Eminent  in 
the  worft  ot  Times  for  Law,  and  Loyalty,  and 
yet  more  for  Poetry.  Though  his  Genius ' led 
him  rather  to  Lyrick  than  Dramatick  Poetry,  I 
yet  we  have  One  Play  of  his  extant,  viz,  ! 

Cunnwg‘ Lover Sy  a Comedy,  afted  with  great ' 
applaiife,  by  Their  Majefties  Servants  at  the 
private  HouTe  in  7)rury-Iane^  printed  in  quarto, 
Lond.  165-4.  Plot  is  borrow’d;  as 

the  Duke  of  Mantuan  (hutting  up  his  Daugh- 
ter in  the  Tower,and  his  being  deceiv’d  by  her,  l| 
and  Prince  TrdfperOj  is  taken  from  a Story  . 
in  the  Old  Book  of  the  Seven  IVife  Majiers\  but 
which  the  Reader  may  find  better  related  in  • 
the  Fortunate  "Deceiv  d^3.nd  Unfortunate  Lovers: , 
in  the  Fifth  Novel  of  the  7)eceivd  Lovers.  j 

Although  our  Author,  has  himfelf  made  but] ! 
one  Attempt  in  this  Kind,  yet  weare'indebted 
to  him  for  two  Volumes  of  Mx. Richard Brome\ 
Plays  in  oftavo,  ef^cially  One  of  them,  lince 
^twas  by  his  Care, that  after  the  Author’s  Death; 
they  were  preferv’d  and  pubiifht.  On  which 
account  One  T.  5.  (°)  amongft  other  Commen-| 
dations  given  our  Author  in  Verfe,  fays  thus ; | 
Nor  can  I tell  to  vohom  voe  are  more  houndy  , | 
Or  to  Brqmc’j-  IVitfrXoM  that  have  it  found. 

' Our  Poet  is  chiefly  famous  for  his  Odes, and 
Dithyrambs,  which  he  compos’d ’during  the 
late  Troubles,  together  with  his  Epiftles,  and 
Epigrams  tranflated  from  feveral  Authors,  all 
which  were  printed' together  at  the  King’s  Re- 
turn in  oftavo,  and'  a Second  '^Edition,  Lbnd^ 
(n)  Voluaie  the  Secondt  ’ 1 
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1654.  Nor  was  he  lefs  eminent  for  his  Verfion 
of  Horace;  which  tho’ not  wholly  his  own, 
yet  having  fupplied  his  Verfe  from  the  Stores 
of  Sr.  Richard  Fanjhavo^  -Dr.  Holliday^  Sr.  Tho, 

, Hawkins,,  the  Ingenious  Mr.  the  Ad- 

mirable Benjohnfon,,  from  which  great  MafLer, 
he  borrow’d  the  Vcrlion  of  the  laltEpiflle,  T)e 
Arte  Toetica,,  to  crown  the  reft  (tho’  it  is  fince 
left' out  for  anew  Tranflation,  done  by  -S'.  T, 

' Efq;  whicKI  take  to  be  Sa?rmel  Tordage')  he 
has  gain’d  to  himfelf  a Reputation,  which  will 
not  fpeedily  decay  : tho’  the  late  Verfion  of  Mr. 
Creech,,  feems  fomewhat  to^obfeure  its  Luftre. 

I cannot  but  inform  the  Reader,  that  he  had 
once  an  Intention  to  tranflate  Lucretius ; (0)  as 
I learn  from^  an  Epigram  ‘writ  by  ,Sr.  Afton 
Cockain ; but  this  great  Work  notwithfland- 
ing  what  he  defign’d,  and  Mx. Evelyn  perforni’d, 
was  referv’d  for  the  management  of  a nobler 
Pen,  that  of  the  much  Admired  Mr.  Creech, 

. .Richard  Brome. 

This  Author  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Charles 
[ the  Firft,  and  tho’ of  mean  Extraftion  (being 
i;  Servant  to  the  fam’d  Ben  Johnfon)  Writ  him- 
felf into  much  credit.  His  Subjeii  for  the  moft 
'part  was  Comedy,  according  to  the  iifual  Motto 
'out  of  Martialy  which  he  placed  before  moft  of 
1 his  Plays.  * ' • 

Hie  tot  us  volo  ride  at  Lihellus,' 

As  to  his  worth  in  Comick  Writing,  it  is 
/-  not  only  aflerted  by  the  TefHmony  of  feyeraf 
. Poets  of  that  Age,  in  their  commendatory 

C ' ' Ver-^ 


J4  Account  of  the 

Verfes  before  many  of  his  Plays,  as , 
'Decker^  Ford^  Chamberlain^  Sr.  Ajioh  Cock^mj 
Alexander  Brome^  and  others but.  even 
"Johnson  himfelf  (who  was  not  over-Iavifh  of 
of  Praife)  beftowed  the  following  Copy  on  his  ' 
Northern  Lafsj  which  will  weigh  againfl  all 
the  Calumnies  of  his  Enemies. 

To  myFaithfiil  Servant^  and  (by  his  continu'd 
’■  Virtue)  my  Loving  Friend  the  Author  of 
this  Work,  Mr.  Richard  Brome. 

I had  you  for  a Servant^  once,  Dick  Brome ; 

And  you  perform'd  a Servants faithful  parts^ 

No  vDyou  are  got  into  a near  er  Room 
Of  Fellovcflnp^  p'ofeffing  my  old  Arts, 

And  you  do  do  them  we  ll^  with  good  Applaufcj 
If^hichyou  have  juBly  gain  d from  the  Stage^  ’ 

By  obfervation  of  thoje  Comic f Laws 

Winch  ly  your  Maftery  firji  did  teach  the  Age. 
Tou  learnt  it  welly  and  for  it  fervd your  time 
A Rrenticijhipy  which  few  do  now  a days  : 

Now  each  Court  Hohbihorfe  will  wince  jn  Rime  ; 

Both  learnedy  and  unlearnedy  all  write  Flays, 

Jt  was  not  foy  of  Old:  Men  took  up  Trades 
7 hat  knevp  theCrafts  they  hadhin  bred  in  right; 

An  honejl  Bilboe-Smith  would  make  good  Blade s,^ 
And  the  Fhyfitian  teach  men  fpue  and fh — - , 

The  Cobler  kept  him  to  his  Aul ; but  now 

He  U be  a T^oety  fcarce  can  guide  a Flow.  . v i 

Tho'  the  later  part  of  this  Copy  beanimita- 
tion  of  the  following  Lines  of  Horace y yet  I 
doubt'not-but  the  Reader  will  pardon  Ben  for 
his  ingenious  Application. 

HQXfi- 
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Horatii  Epiftolarum,  Lib'.  2.  Epifl.  i. 

^avemagere  ignarus  navis  timet:ahrotonum  <^egro 
Non  audet^nifiQui  didicit^dare.  ^od  Me  dicorn  ejl 
Tromittunt  Medi<;i : traSiant  fabiUa  fahri. 
Scrihimm  indoBi  doBique  Toemata pajjim. 

In  imitation  of  his  Mailer  Mr.  Johnfon^  he  ‘ 
fludied  Men  and  Humor,  more  than  Books; 
'and  his  Genius  affe6ling  Comedy,  his  Province 
was  more  Obfervation  than  Study.  His  Plots 
were  his  own,  and  he  forg’d  all  his  various 
Charafters  from  the  Mint  of  his  own  Experi- 
ence, and  Judgment.  ’Tis  not  therefore  to  be 
expected,  that  I Ihould  be  able  to  trace  him, 
wno  was  fo  excellent  an  Imitator  of  his  Mailer, 
that  he  might  truly  pafs  for  an  Original:  fo 
that  all  that  I can  inform  my  Reader  of  his 
Plays,  is  that  he  has  Fifteen  in  print,  mbft  of 
which  were  ailed  with  good  Applaufe,  and 
that  feveral  of  them  have  been  thought  wor- 
thy  to  be  revived  by  the  Players,  (to  their 
own  Profit,  and  the  Author’s  Honor)  in  this  ' 
Critical  Age.  Nor  are  feyeral  of  his  other  . 
Plays  lefs  worthy  of  Commendation : of  which 
Alphabetically. 

Antipodes j a Comedy  afted  in  the  year  1^38. 

. by  the  Queen’s  Ma jellies  Servants,  at  Salijbury 
Court  in  Fleetjireet^  printed  in  quarto  1540. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  IViU 
Ham  Earl  of  Hertford. 

City  PFit^  or  The  PFoman  voears  the  Breeches^  t 
a Comedy  printed  in  oilavo  Lond. 

Covent-Garden  veeeded  ^ or  The  Middlefex 
Juflicc  of  TeaCCj  ipnrxiti  'modivto  Lond, 

C % ' Cour^ 

\ < 


3 6 An^Accbmt  of  the 

^ Court  Beggary  a Comedy  ailed;  atithe  Cock-pit 

by  His  Majeflies  Servants, . and 
printed  in  oilayo,  Z.oW.  1(5^2. 

V T>amoifiIlc^oi,Thc NdwOrclinarjyVL 

printed  inoilavo 

' ^ Englijh  MooVj  oiy  The  Mock  Marriage^  a Co- 
medy bitcn  ailed  witli  general  applanl'e,by  her 
Majeftics  Servants, printed  in  oilavo  Eon,i6s9. 

Jovial  CreWj'oc  The  Merry  Beggar a Co- 
medy prefented  at  the  Cock-pit  in  "Drury^Janc; 

' in  the  year  1641,  printed  in  quarto  Lonci.16^2.:  ' 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Noble,  Ingenious 
and  Judicious  Gentleman  Thomas  Stanley 
This  Play  was  ‘ reviv’d  by  the  Ailors  at  the 
Duke’s  Theatre,  and  reprinted  168^.  - 

Lovejick  Court  or  -The  Ambitious.  ToUticT^ 
a Comedy  printed  inoilavo  Lond.  i^y8.*  What 
Opinion  the  Author  himfelf  had  of  this  Co- 
medy may  be  gathered'by  the  followiiigDifiick, 
prefixjt;  in  h;is  Title-page.  . • j 1 
• , Nilmea^  ceu  mostejl^  comendes  carmina  curo^ 

■ Se  niji  comendeHt  carmina  Tifpereant, 

Mad  Couple  veell  Matcht ; a Comedy  printed 
in'oclavo  Lond.  j6si.  -This  Play  was  reviv’d 
on  the  Stage  by  the  Duke’s  Aitors,  under  the 
Ti^le  of  t he^  "Debauchee , or  The  Credulous 

. Cuckold-;  3nd  reprinted  in  quarto  Lond.  ib7'7. 

X.  iSB'W  Academy  pox  ;The  Mevi>^Exchange^2iQo^ 
medy  printed  imoilavo 

^ Northern  Lafs.,  a Comedy  ailed  with  great 
Applaiife  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  by  His  Maje- 
Ities  Servants,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  i6dg. 
and. dedicated  ta'.the>Right  Worthy, .and  no 
left  judicious  than  Ingenious  Gentleman  Bich, 
\CL.  ■ ; ' fiol- 
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jF/o/for/iKrqi\he,  This  Play  is  commended  not 
only  by  the  above-mentioned  Benjobnjon^  but 
by  Five  other  Copies  of  Verfes  printed  before 
the  Play.  This  Play  was  reviv’d  by  the* Play- 
ers, fince  the  Union  of  the  Two  Houfes,  ‘ and 
reprinted  in  quarto  Lond.  1(^84.  with  a new 
Prologue  and  Epilogue,  the  former  ‘written 
by  Haynes  the  Comedian. 

^ Novella^  a Comedy  adled  at  the  BlackzfriarSj 
by  His  Ma jellies  Servants  ^nm  1 6"^  2..  and  prin- 
ted in  o61avo  Lend.  i6si-  This  I take  to  ex- 
ceed many  of  our  modern  Comedies. 

^ ^een  and  Concubine^  a Comedy  printed  in 
odlavo  Lend.  167^. 

^een's  Exchange a Comedy  afted  with  ge.- 
neral  applaufe  afthe  Blackzfryarsj  by  His  Ma- 
jelHes  Servants,  and  printed  in  quarto  i<5y7- 
Sparagus  Garden.^  a Comedy  aded  in  the  year 
by  the  then  Company  of  Revels,  at  Sa- 
7Isl  ^ury-CourL^  printed  in  quarto  Lond.^  i%o. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right- Honourable  WiU 
Eai'l  of  N€wcaftJe.,^c.  Governor  to- the 
Prince  hisHighnefs.  This  Comedy  is  applauded 
by  Two  Copies  of  Verfes  writ  by  twopf^the 
•Authors  Friends.  - • • *’ 

He  joyn’d  with  Thomas  Heywood,  in  a Play 
called  The  late  LancajhlreLVitches : an  Account 
of  which  fee  in  that  Author.  - . 

Ten  ofthefe  Plays  are  printed  in*  two  -Vo- 
lumes in  odtavo,  each  under  the.  Title  -of  Five 
New  Plays  Richard  Bromey"  ' ' " 

. Mr.  ThilUps.Jy^  I know- not  for  whatdlcafon, 
has  omitted  feveral  of>our  Authors  Phys,  i7^. 
Cp)  tbcAtrum  Foitarntn-)  pae.  1^7.  ....  ■ 

C z ^ T)a^ 
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‘Damoyfelk,  New  Academy,  9tj}eeen  and  Con- 
cubine \ §^etts  Exchange , and  Lancajhire 
Mdttehes. 

Fulk  Grevile  Lord  Brook. 

-f  This  Honourable  Perfon  was  Son  to 
Grcvik  the  Elder,  of  Beauchamp-Court  in^ ir- 
and  after  having  been  Educated  \ 
lometime  dx  CdtnbrUge^  he  removed  to  Court 
in  the  Reign  of  Q^een  Elizabeth : and  in  the- 
’ Seventeenth  year  ol  King  ’James  the  Firll,  he 
was  made  a Baron.  He  was  eminently  F amous 
for  Learning  and  Courage.  He  was  bred  up 
with  the  Fam’d  Sr.  Thilip  Sidney^  and  in  his 
youth  writ  feveral  Poems  ot  different  Kinds, 
amongfl  which  are  two  Dramatick  Pieces,  viz. 

Alahamy  a Tragedy  printed  in  Folio  1653. 
This  Play  feems  an  Imitation  of  the  Ancients. 
The  Prologue  is  fpoken  by  a Ghoft,  one  of  the 
Old  Kings  of  OrmuSy . (aii  Ifland  Scituate  at  the 
Entrance  of  the  Terjian  Gulf)  where  the  Scene 
of  the  Dramma  lies.  This  Spe£lix^ 

Account  of  cachCharaaer;  which  ispoflibly 
done  in  Imitation  ot  Euripides y who  ulually 
introduced  one  of  the  chief  Aaors,  as  the  Pro- 
logue : whole  bufinefs  was  to  explain  all  thole 
Cirairnllances  which  preceded  the  opening  o 
the  Stage.  The  Author  has  been  fo  caretul  m 

obfcrving'the  Rules  of  and  Horace^ 

that  wliereas  Horace  fays  - 

.^..flec  qmrta  loqui perfona  laboret.  ' 

He  has  in  no  Scene  throughout  introduc  d 
^bove  two  Speakers,; ^except,  in  the  Chorus  be- 
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tween  each  Aft:  and  even  there  he  obferves 
all  the  Rules  laid  do\vn  by  that  great  Mafler, 

' in  the  Art  of  Poetry,  pa^'tof  whofe.Direftions 
to  the  Chorus  arc  as  follows : (’') 

I lie  dupes  laudet  menfcehrevis : ille  faluhrem 
• kgefque^  ^ apertis  otia  Portis. 

For,  the  Plot  of  this  Tragedy  I koow  not 
whence  it  is  taken,  neither  can  I find  the 
Name,  of  any  fuch  King  as  Alahaniy  amongfi: 
thofe  Princes  that  Reigned  there,  which  arc 
enumerated  by  Mr.  Herbert  (‘‘)  in  his  Account 
of  Ormus.  • , 

T Muftaphay  a TTragedy  printed  inFolio 
What  I have  fpoken  of  the  former,  may  be  ap- 
plied to  this  Play  like  wife,  as  to  the  Rules  of 
the  Ancients : fincc  both  feem  to  be  built  on 
their  Model.  All  I have  to  fay  further  is,  that 
ah  imperfeft  Copy  of  this  Play  appeared  in 
print  in  quarto  Lond.  \6o^.  tho’  I fuppofe 
without  his  Lordfliip’s  Knowledge,  fince  it 
may  rather  be  Riled  a Fragment,  than  a Tra- 
gedy, But  thofe  Imperfeftions  are  amended 
in  the  Folio  Edition. 

, As  to  the  Foundation  of  the  Play,  his  the 
fame  with  that  of  my  Lord  Orrery  s Tragedy  : 
therefore  I refer  you  to  the  fame  Authors,  viz. 
Taulusjoviusy  ThuanuSyb^oly^ 

Both-thefe  Plays  are  printed  together  in 
'Folio  Lond,\6i'i.  with  feveral  other  Poems, 
2isATreatife  of  Humane  Learning.^  An  In^fdi- 
-Jition  upon  Fame  and  Honour  '^  , A Treatife  of 
iVars.  All  thefe  are  written  in  a Stanza  of  Six 
Lines ; four  interwoven,  and  a Couplet  in 

(rj  Dg  drU  PhUca,  (ij  bee  hisTravclsj  diird  'Edr^p-'<r^A\ 

^ / C ^ Bafc  \ 


4^  • An[Accou?ft  of  the 

Safe  ; \vhich  Italians  call  Seftme,  C^/ica 
containing  One  Hundred  and  Nine  Sonnets  of 
different  Meafures,  on  different  Subje<ffs.There 
ar^in  this  Volume  two  Letters,  the  One  to 
Henoui^ihk  Lady  ;^the<^  Subject  of  which  is, 
how  to^  behave  her  felf  in  a Married*  State  ; 
The  other  written  to  his  Cofen  Grevil  Varney 
then  ill  France;  containing  Directions  for 
Travel. 

His  Lordfhip  has  other  Pieces  aferibed  to 
him,  bcfides  thefe  publiflit  under  his  Name ; as 
the  Life  of  h'is  Friend  and  Companion,  Sir 
ThtJip  Sidney^  printed  at  the  beginning  of  th^ 
Arcadia^  under  the  name  of  His 

Remains,  or  Poems  of  Monarchy  und  Religion^ 
printed  in  oClavo  id^o.  and  other  Pieces 
which  becaufe  of  their  uncertainty  I omit. 
Only,  I cannot  pafs  by  a Miffake  committed  by 
Mr.  FhillipSy  and  Mr.  JVmJianley  ; who^aferibe 
another  Play  to  him  called  Marcus  Tullius 
Tragedy.  This  Play  was  not  written, 
at  leaft  not  printed,  as  I fuppofe,  till  long  after 
his  Lordfhips  Death,  who  was  unhappily  kilfd 
by  an  ungrateful  Servant,  who  afterwards  to 
avoid  the  Sentence  of  the  Law,  made  Kis  own 
Hand  the  Executioner  ofJuff:ice,making  Death 
his  Choice,  which  Ihould  have  been  his  Pun- 
ifhment.  * ' . 

‘This  Worthy  Nobleman  lies  Buried  (as  Dr. 

‘ Fuller  {f)  fays)  in  JVarwkk^  Church,  under 
*2i  Monument  of'  black  and  white  Marble,- 
‘ whereon  he  is  ftiled.  Servant  to  §lueen  Eliza- 
hethy  Councellor  to 'King  James^  and  Friend jq 
( vvonhics,  pag,  127.  ' ' 

' . Sy\ 
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Sr.  ThUip  Sidney : Dying  Anno  - without 
, iniie'and  umiiarried.  Thofe  who  would  read 
his  Charafter  more  at  large,  may  have  recourle 
>.  to  that  excellent  Author  above-mentioned,  -r- 

V Henry  Burkhead.' ' . ' 

' This  Author  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  iL.Cbarles 
' ' the  Martyr,  being  a Merchant  m Briftol  He 
writ  a Piay  in  the  year  called  Colds 

, Furie^  or  Lirendds  Mifery^  a Tragedy; . dedi- 
i'  cated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Edward 'Sumer - 
■ fetj  l^ox A Herbert.  ‘The  Subjefl:  61' this  Piay, 

: .is  the  Iriffj  Rebellion.^  which’  broke  on f -the 

twenty-tliird  day  oiOBoher  1641.  'Tis  couch’d 
t under  vfeign’d  Names  ; as  Ofirus  for  the^  late 
. Duke  of  Ormond.^  BerofuSy  lor  Sr.  John.Bor- 
laccy  ^c.  the  other  Charadlers  are  eafily  dif- 
II  'Covered  by  reading-  ^r~:  JobnFempIesyYiild6^ 

' of  the  Irijh  RebeJlionj^nmtd.  1646';! and 

I Sr.  John  Bor  lace  his  Yiiiloxy  on  the  lame  Sub“i 
jedi,  Folio  Lond,\6 — . This  Play  was  never 
adled,  but  introduc’d  into  the  world  by  two  Re- 
commendatory j Copies^  of  Verfes,  written'  by 
his  Friends : both  which  may  feem  to.  the 
Reader,  to  be  too  partial  in  their  Judghhents ; 
as  may  be  judg’d  by  the  following  Linesiw.hich 
arc  part  of  a Copy  writ  auUyJyiward , . 

MU... 

IVhat  tho  of  Terence,  Seneca,  we  hear y.. 

And  other  modern- Scenic ksy  in  our  Sphere  ; 

'7Vu  I prefer.  ]o\m{onfor  all  his  B^it  ^ . 

Could  never  paint  out  Times  as  you  have  hit  , . 


42  ‘ ’ Account  of  the 

The  Manner  s of  our  Age : The  Fame  declines 
Of ne're  enough  prais'd  Shakefpear  if  tl^  lines 
Come  to  he  publijbt  ;Bcaum‘C7-F  letch  e r j fkill 
Submits  to  yours^  and  your  ?n6re  learned 

Henry;  Burnel^  Efq; 

This  ^Gentleman  liv’d  in  Ireland  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  the  FirlL  He  writ  a • 
Play  called  Landgarthay  a Tragi-Comedy,  pre- 
fented  in  the  New  Theatre  in  Dublin^  with 
' good  applaufe,  being  an  ancient  Story,  printed 
in  quarto,  Dublin  1641.  and  dedicated  To  all 
Fah'y  indifferent  Faity  Virtuous  that  • are  not 
Fairy  and  magnanimous’  Ladies.  , This  Play  is  ^ 
uflier’d  into  the  world  with  Four  Copies  of 
Verfes,  three  Latinc  and  oneEnglifli,  but  be- 
ing guilty  of  the  fame  partiality  with  the  for-  , 
mer,  I fhall  omit  to  infert  any.  The  Play  it 
felf  was  firll  afted  on  St.  Tatrick's-day  161^, 
with  allowance  of  the  Mailer  of  the  Revels. 
The  Author  it  fee  ms,  milcarried  in  a former' 
Play,  and  therefore  in  imitation  of  Benjohn^  - 
fon  (“)  (whom  he  ftiles  The  Bejt  of  Englifh 
Toets)  he  has  introduc’d  his  Play,  by  a Pro- 
logue fpoken  by  zn  Amazon y^niih  a Battle-Ax  in 
her  Hand  ; which  Xucceeded  to  the  Author’s 
fatisfailion.  The  Plot  is  founded  on  the  Con- 
quell  of  Froy  (which  the  Author  calls  FroUo) 
King  of  Sueviapr  Suethland^hj  Regner  (or  as  the 
Author  czUshiniReyner)  King  of  Denmark:  , 

with  the  Repudiation  of  Landgertha  Queen  to 
Regner.  See  KrantzmSy  lib.  4.  c.  6.  Saxo  Gram-  , 
maticusfih.^.  Jo. Magnus yYih.  17.  c.  4,y.  ^1  ■ 

Lady 
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Lae^  Elizabeth  Carew. 

A Lady  that  flouriflit  in  the  Reign  of  Qn# 
Elizabeth^  of  whom  I am  able  to  give  no' 
other  Accountj  than  what  I colleft  from  the 
^ Title-page  of  a Play,  call'd  Mariam  the  Fair 
Sjueen  of  Jewry.,  her  Tragedy,  written,  (l^ys 
tnf  Publiiher)  by  that  Learned,  Viitiioiis,and 
truly  Noble  Lady,  Elizabeth  CareWy  and  prin- 
ted in  quarto  Lond.  idig.t  The  Play  is  writ 
in  the  fame  meafure  of  Verfe,  with  the  Tra- 
gedies of  the  Earl  of  Sterliney  viz.,  in  Alter- 
nate Verfe,  and  the  Chorus  is  writ  in  Settines, 
or  a Stanza  of  Six  Lines,  four  interwoven  and 
a'Couplet  in  Safe.  For  the  Play  itfelf,  it  is 
very  well  Pen’d,  confidering  thole  Times,  and 
the  Lady  s Sex:  I leave  it. to  the  Readers  to 
compare  it  with  that  modern  Tragedy  of  Herod 
and  Mariamne.  Her  Story  is  written  at  large 
his  ’Hiftory  of  the  Jews.  See//^.i4. 
and  SaJian.  Tom.  6.  A.M.  401 1.  &c.  TornkL 
Tom.  2.  A.'M.  4026.  ' , 

Thomas  Carew.* 

A Courtier  much  in  Favour  withK.  Charles 
the  Firft,  being  One  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
l^rivy-Chamber;  and  Sewer  in  Ordinary.  He 
was  the  Author  of  a Mafque  call'd  Ccehm  Brk 
tanicum;  which  was  performed  at  JVhite-haUj 
in  the  Banqueting-houfe  on  Shrove-Tuefday 

Nisht* 
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Night,  the  Eighteenth  of  by 

the  King’s  Majdly,  the  Duke  of  Lenox ^ the 
, Earls  ot  Devonfme  y Hollandy  Newport  y &c. 
\vith  feveral  other  Lords  and  Noblemen’s  Sons. 
He  was  aflifled  in  the  contrivance  by  yix. Inigo 
Jones y that  Famous  Architcft ; and  all  the  Songs 
were  fet  by  Mr.  Henry  Laxees,^  Gentleman  of 
the  King’s  Chappel,  and  one 'of  the' private 
Miifick‘to  King  Charles  the  Fir  ft.  It  being 
written  by  the  King’s  exprefs  Command,  our 
Author  placed  this  Diftick  in  the  Front,  when 
printed. 

Non  habei^  Ingentum;  Ciefar  fedjujjit : habeho; 

’ ~~  Cur  me  pojje  negemy  pojfc],  ^uod  iUe  put  at . 

^ He  writbefideSjEevcral  Poems,  Songs,  and 
Sonnets  which  are.  received  with  good  E^ 
fteem  by  the  Wits  of  this  Agc^  and  are  printed 
with  the  .foregoing  Mafque..  Thefe  Poems 
have  been  feveral  times  Reprinted,  the  Fourth 
Edition  being . printed  iw  Octavo  Lonfi6r}o\ 
This  .Mafque  is  not  mentioned  by  either  Mr. 
ThilipSy  OX  yix,  JVmjianleyy  becaufe  it  was  for- 
me rly,th  rough  a miftake,afcrib’d  to  ^i.JViUiam 
Davenant,  ^ X I . . < ' 

'Sr.  John  Sucklingy  that,  gay  Wit,  who  de- 
lighted to  Railly  the  beft  Poets,  and  fpar  d not 
BenJohnfon\rimIel?y  has'  thus 'play’d  upon  our 
KxixkoxirihisSeJfionsofToets.i^^^ 

Tom  Carew  was  nexty  hut  he  had  a Fault 
That  would  not  well ft  and  with  a Laureat ; 
His  MufeyQas  hide-houndy&  the  ijfue  of  s hr ain 
IFas feldome  brought  forth  hut  mth  trouble  and 
, painr  L h And  . . 
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All  that  were  there prefent  did  agree ^ 
tl'hdt  a Laureat  ^ufe  Jhould  he  eafy  and  free  ^ 
'T'et  fure  'twas  not  that;  but  'twas  thought  that 
His  Gracey  > 

Con/iderd  he  was  welly  he  had  a Cup-hearer  s 
Tlace. 

But  this  is  not  to  be  taken  for  the  real  Judg~ 
ment  ot  that  Excellent  Poet : and  he  was  too 
good  a'jLidgc  of  Wit  to  be  ignorant  of  Mr,  Ca- 
reids  Worth,  and  his  Talent  in  Poetry,  arid 
had  he  pleas’d  he  could  have  faid  as  much  in 
his  Commendation,  as  Sr  JVilliam'D" Avenant 
in  thofe  Stanzas  writ  to  him,  (^  ) with  part 
of  which'  we  (hall  conclude : 

- Not  hut  thy  y >rfes  are  as fmooth  and  high 
'■  As  Glory y JLovey  and  JVine  from  JV tt  can  raife  ; 
But  now  the  T>evil  take  fuch  "Deft my ! 
fVhat  fhould  commend  themy  turns  to  their- 
difpraife, 

Thy  Wits  chief  Virtue  ^ is  hecome-its  Vice  ; 
For  every  Beauty  thou  hafl  raisd fo  highy 
That  now  courfe  Faces  carry  fuch  a TricCy 
As  mufi  undo  a Lover  that  would  buy, 

. , Lodowick  Carlell,  Efq; 

This  Gentleman  Hourifht  in  the  Reigns  of 
King  Charles  the  Fird  and  Second.  He  was  an 
Ancient  Courtier,  being  Gentleman  of  the 
Bows  to  King  Charles  theFirft,  Groom  of  the 
King  and  Queeifs  Privy-chamber,  and  ferved 
the  Queen-Mother  many  years.  His  Plays 

(b)  See  l>xvti\s,nt\  Works. 

(which 
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(which  are  Eight  in  number)  were  well  e- 
fteem’d  ofj  and  moft  of  them  appeared  on  the 
Stage,  at  the  Private-houfe  in  Black  friar  not- 
withftanding  the  prohibition  of  the  Stage  in 
thpfe  days.  ' The  Names  follow. 

Arviragus  and PhiUcia^  a Tragi-Comedy  in 
two  parts,  ailed  at  the  Priyate-houfe  in  Blacky 
Friars  by  his  Majeflies  Servants,  and  printed 
in  oilavo  Lend.  xSgp.  This  Play  was  fince  re- 
vived  on  our  Stage,  a new  Prologue  being  writ 
by  Mr.  7)rydcn^  and  fpoke  by  Mr.  Hart,  (®) 
there  is,  another  Prologue  printed  in  London 
L>roUery^  pag,  lo.  Several  of  our  Hiftorians 
fpeak  of  the  Ailions  of  this  Illuftrious  Prince. 

MatthWedmonaJl,  A.D.  44.  pag.  p^  Golf 
Monumetenf  lib.  4.  c.  16.  Pol  Fergil  lib.  z. 
Grafton.  Part  7.  p.  ^7.  Thefe  'all  agree,  that 
he  Reign'd  in  the  time  of  Claudius  C^pfaVj  but 
Mr:  Speed  .(^).  will  have  it,  that  he  liv’d  in  the 
time  of  Domitian  Cafar^  {tom  Juvenal («)  who' 
introduces  Fdhritius  Fejento  a Roman  Senator 
^zitQtmgP>omitiany  at  the  Councel  held  about 
the  Turhoty  as  follows, 

Regem  aliqnem  capies^aut  de  Temone  Britanno 
Excidet  Arviragus,  

But  in  this  he  is  miftaken,  {ot  Arviragus  was 
dead  before  the  Reign  of  i>omitianj  fo  that  the 
Sycophant  could  not  mean  that  he  fhould  over- 
come Hinty  but  fome  Brit  ip  or  Foreign  War- 
tier,  as*  flout  as  that  Arviragus  fubdued  by  his 
his  Father  , • •7'  ..  ! 

* . , ; y / , : >1 

(c)See  PoetBhP<iSi<  (d)Uj.c.i,  (c)Sat.4. 
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7)eferving  FavoutitCj  a Tragi-Comedy,  prc« 
fented  before  the  King  and  Queen’s  Majeiiies 
at  IVhite-ballj  qnd  very  often  at  the  Private 
Houfe  in  Bhch^frtars^  with  great  Applaufc,  by 
YJm^Charks  the  Firifchis  Servants,  printed  in 
o6lavoXo«^.  i6yp.  and  dedicated  to  his  very 
Noble  and  Approved  Friends  Mr.  Thomas  Cary 
Son  to  the  Earl  of  Monmouth  ; and  yh.JVtllmm 
Murrey:  both  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  His 
Majefty. 

"Foot veould  he  a Favourite^  or  The  Difcreet 
Lover^  often  afted  by  the  ^een  s Majefties 
Servants  with  great  applaufe,  and  printed  in 
0(5lavo  Lond. 

Ofmond  the  Great  Turh^  otherwife  called 
The  JSfohle Servant  his  Tragedy:  adled  by  the 
Queens  Servants  with  great  applaufe,and  prin*^. 
ted  with  the  former,  o6lavo  Lond.  The 

Adion  of  this  Play,  is  the  taking  of  Conjiantu 
nopky  in  the  year  14^^.  I know  not  why  the 
Author  has  alter’d  his  Scene,  from  Greece ^ to 
Barhary  ; or  the  Names  of  Mahomet ^ and  Irene 
for  Melchofm^  and  Defpina : except  in  imita- 
tion of  Beaumonty  and  Fletcher^  who  have  ’ 
transfer ’d  'the  Names  of  Rolloy  and  QttOy  on 
jdntoninus  and  Geta^  and  degraded  thofe  Em- 
perors of  Romey  by  Creating  them  Dukes  of 
Normandy.  Many  Authors  have  treated  of 
this  Story,  in  the  Life  of  Mahomet  the  Second, 
confult  Chalcocondylus  lib.  8.  cap.  6.  KnoUes^ 
Turkjjh  Hijiory,  This  Story  is  likewife  in  Ban-^ 
dello\  Novels  ; fee  the  French  Tranflation  by, 
BelleforeBy  Tome  i.  Hifl.  2.  See  Tainted^  Ta- 
lace  of  Tkafure^  a Book  of  Novels,  printed  in 

quarto, 


. 4^  Account  of  the 

quarto  I Nov.  46.  For  the  Under- 
plot of  OrcaneSy  CalibeuSy  and  Ozacuy  his  found- 
ed on,  the  Story  of  ^iufiaphay  Son  to  Maho- 
met the -Second,  Achmet  BaJ] ay  and  his  Wife. 
See  Lipjiv  Mon  'jt a.  lib.  2.  cap.  p.  pag.  lay. 
Artus  le  Contin.  de  I' Hitt,  des  Turcs.  L.  ii. 

) ■ 

TaJJtonate  Lover  y a.  Tragi -Comedy  in  two 
parts,  twice  prefented  before  the  King  and 
Queen’s  Majeflies  iit  Somerfet-houfey  and  very  \ 
of  ten  at  the  Private-houfe  in  Black-friars  y 
with  great  applaufe,by  King  Charles  the  FirfFs 
Servants,  printed  in  o6lavo  Lond,  i(5yy,  and 
Dedicated  to  the  Illuftrious  Princefs  tJMary 
Dutchefs  of  Rkhmondy  and  Lenox y by  the  Pub- 
liflier  Mr.  Alexander  Goughe.  On  this  Play  the 
ingenious  Alexander  Brome  has  writ  a Copy 
of  VeiTes,  which  fceni  to  reHe(5l  on  the  Cha-  , 
ia61er.'of  the  TaJJionate  Lover y and  may  be  ' 
found b.y,  the, Curious, in  his  Toems  8®.  pag.iy5. 
Edition  the  Second. 

Her aclius  Emperor  of  the  Eajiy  a Tragedy 
' tranflated  Ifom  the  French  of  Monfieur  T.Cor- 
neilky  and, printedun  quarto  1^)64.  This  j 

Play  was  never  ailed,  tho’  intended  by  the  ; 
Tranflator  for  the  Stage : but  another  Tranfla- 
tion  formerly  defign’d,  (after  this  feem’d  tb  be 
' accepted)  being  perfected  was  prefer’d  by  the 
Players,  and  this  not  .return’d  to  the  Author 
until  the  very  day  the  other  was  Ailed.  But 
notwithflanding  the  Preference  given  to  the 
other,'  certainly  this  Verfion  is  hotcontempti- ^ 
ble ; at  leafl  if , the  Authors  Reafohs  In  the 
PrblogueTiake  take  place 
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Ml  things  have  proper  Idioms  of  their  own^ 

Their  Elegance  in  Ours  is  hardly  f)o  wn  ; 

Thisy  hut  a Copy  y and  all  fuch  go  lefsy 

Great  Beauties  may  he  altered  by  the  Drefs, 

Having  given  you  the  Author's  Excufe  for 
his  Tranflation,  let  me  give  you  his  Opinion 
of  Tranflations  in  general  in  the  following 
Diflick. 

Thofe  who  tranjlatey  hope  hut  a Labourer  spraife^ 
IVho  well  invent y contrive ; deferve  the  Bays. 

In  the  defign  of  this  Play,  the  French  Au- 
thor follows  Baronms\  EccleliafHcal  Annals, 
but  does  not  (as  he  himfelf  acknowledges  in 
his  Examen  ot  this  Play)flri6Hy  follow  truth  in 
many  things.  Le  Theatre  de  Corneille y tom. 
g . "Je  day  confer vi  icy  pour  toute  verite  Hifto- 
rique  que  hr  are  de  la  Succeffion  des  EmpereurSy 
Tiher^y  Maurice y ThocaSy  ^ Heracltus  y ^c. 
Many  are  the  Hiftorians  that  have  treated  on 
this  Story,  as  Nicephorus  Califlus  EccL  Hift> 

. Cedreni  Annal.  Zonaras,  Annal.  BaroniuSy  See. 

Mr. Thillips  has  omitted  Three  of  thefe  Plays, 
viz.  Deferving  Favourite y Fool  would  he  a Fa- 
vourite y2xA  Heraclius : the  later  is  forgot  like- 
wife  by  Mr.  JVinJianleyy  who  has  in  requital 
Father’d  another  Play  on  him,  which  belongs 
to  Lodge y viz.  Marius  and  Scy Ik. 

James  Carlile. 

A young  Author  now  living,  who  has  late- 
ly publifht  a Play,  The  Fortune  Hunters^ 

or  Two  Fools  well  met : a Comedy  ailed  by  his 
Majefties  Servants,  printed  in  quarto  Lond. 

- \ D ^ i68p. 
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' 1 58^.  I know  not  how  it  fiicceeded  on  the 
Stage,  but  if  it  be  confider^d  as  the  Firff  Play 
of  a young  Poet,  I think  it  deferv'd  Applaiife, 
and  exceeds  feveral  Comedies  printed  in  this 
Age.  Only  I think  the  Author’s,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Spruce's  Brains  were  a little  Doz’d  when 
he  writ  the.  end  of  the  Second  Aft  : where 
, he  miftakes  young  U^ealthy  s Handl  for  the 
Handle  of  the  Pump, and  the  Orange-flower— 
for  Pump-water. 

That  he  meant  well  is  all  he  has  to  plead; 

Faith  then  be  kind^  and  let  his  Tlay  fucceed^ 

And  take  for  once  theGood-willjfor  the  Deed. 

+ Richard  Carpenter. 

The  Author  of  a Play,  called  Pragma,- 
tical  Jefuit  new  leaven  a;  printed  in  quarto, 
but  when,  or  where  I know  not  through  the 
defeft  of  my  Copy.  All  that  I can  acquaint  the 
Reader  with,  is  that  it  is  a very  inlfruftive . 
Play,  chiefly  tending  to  Morality ; fhewing 
the  difference  between  true  Religion,  and  Hy- 
pochrify.^  The  Author  has  made  it  his  bufl- 
nefs  to  expofe  all  the  Subtleties  and  Inventions 
of  the  Romifli  Clergy  to  gain  Profejites,  and 
promote  their  Religion.  I know  not  whether 
or  no,  it  might  not  be  writ  by  a Divine  of  that 
Name,  the  Author  of  feveral  Sermons,  par- 
ticularly Three,  of  keeping  a good  Confcience, 
printed  in  Lond.  1623.  (g 

* £piiogu5  to  the  Play. 
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William  Carthwrtght. 

A Perfon  as  Eminent  for  Loyalty  and  Learn- 
ing, (his  years  confider’d)  as  any  this  Age  has 
produc’d.  One,  whofe  Character  has  been  writ- 
ten by  feveral  Pens  ; and  therefore  has  afforded 
me,  (who  fetch  my  knowledge  from  Books, 
more  than  verbal  Information)  the  larger  fub- 
jed:  to  expatiate  on! 

. The  Place  of  this  Author’s  Nativity,  the 
time,  and  his  Father  s Name,  ^re  differently 
reprefented  by  thofe  Authors  that  have  men- 
tion’d him.  Mr.  Llojd  ( f)  fays  that  he  was  the 
Son  of  Thomas  Carthwrtght  of  Btirford  in  Ox- 
ford-JhirCj  and  Born  Aug.  i6.  in  the  year 
Mr.  ^ood  ( g)  fays  that  he  was  the  Son  of  ff'd- 
liam  Carthwrtght.,  and  Born  at  Northway  near 
Tewsh^ury  in  Gloucejier-fhire  y in  Sept.  \6ii. 
and  Chriflned  the  day  of  the  fame  Month. 
That  his  Father  had  diflipa ted  a fair  Inheri- 
tance, he  knew  not  how,  and  as  his  lafi  Refuge 
turn’d  Inn -keeper  at  Cirencefter.  This  Account 
contradi6ls  the  Publiflier  of  his  Poems,  who 
fays  that  he  Died  at  Thirty.  But  however 
uncertain  the  place  and  time  of  his  Birth  be  ; 
certain  it  is,  that  he  was  bred  a Kiiig’s-Scholar 
under  the  Reverend  and  Learned  T>i.01dbajlon : 
;and  in  the  year  1631'  was  chofe  Student  of 
C hr yi-Chur ch  CoWegt  in  Oxford,  and  plac’d  un- 
der the  care  of  Mu.  Terrent.  He  took  his  feve- 
ral Degrees^  of  Bachelor  and  Mafler  of  Arts, 
and  afterwards  was  chofen  by  the  Houfe  as 

(f)  MermreS)  pag.  4Zi.  (g)  p.  274. 
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Proftor,  and  admitted  as  Junior  to  Mr.  fVake 
of  fJMagdakn  College  by  the  Univerfity,  the 
Twelfth  of  April  1643.’  and  the  fame  year,  viz. 
on  the  ap***  o{ November ^ he  Died  of  a Malig- 
nant Feaver,  which  then  raign’d,  and  was  that 
year  Fatal  to  others  of  his  Contemporaries, 
as  Mr.  Mafters  of  New-CoUege^  Mr.  ^iggs  of 
All-Souls j and  others  both  Men  of  the  Gown 
and  Sword.  He  was  Buried  the  fiiil  of  "Decern- 
her  in  t\\Q  South- JJle^  being  lamented  not  only 
by  all  good  and  learned  Men,  but  even  by  Ma- 
jeffy  it  felf : the  King  and  Queen  having  anxi- 
oully  enq^uir’d  after  him  all  the  time  of  his  Sick- 
ncfs,  and  Chewed  themfelves  much  afHifted  at 
bis  Death.  On  the  Ninth  of  December  Mr. 
Mapkt  of  the  fame  Houfe,was  chofe  tofupply 
his  Place  the  remaining  part  of  the  year. 

He  was  extrcamly  remarkable  both  for  his 
outward, and  inward  Endowments;  his  Body 
being  as  handfome  as  his  Soul.  He  was  an  ex- 
pert Linguift,  underilanding  not  only  Greek 
and  Latine,  but  French  and  Italian,  as  per- 
fe6lly  as  his  Mother-tongue.  He  was  an  ex-  - 
cellent  Orator,  and  yet  an  admirable  Poet,  a 
Quality  which  Cicero  with  all  his  pains  could 
not  attain  to.  Nor  was  Arijiotle  lefs  known 
to  him  than  Cicero  and  Firgil:  and  thofc  who 
heard  his  Metaphyfical  Lectures,  gave  him  the 
Preference  to  all  his  Predeccflbrs,  the  prefcnt 
Bilhop  of  Lincoln  excepted.  His  Sermons  were 
as  much  admired  as  his  other  Compofures,  and 
One  fitly  applied  to  our  Author,  that  Saying 
of  Arijiotle  concerning  t^fchron  the  Poet,  that 
He  could  not  tell  what  ^fchron  could  not  do. 

In 
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In  a word  he  was  of  fo  fweet  a dilpofition, 
and  fo  replete  with  all  Virtues,  that  he  was 
beloved  by  all  Learned  Men  that  knew  him, 
and  admired  by  all  Strangers : and  to  clofe  all 
with  the  Ch  a rafter  the  Reverend  and  Pious 
Dr.  Fell  (fometime  Bifhop  of  Oxford)  gave  of 
him,  Garth w right  was  the  utmoji  Man  could 
come  to,  ’ ^ ' I 

To  fpeak  of  his  Poetry,  there  needs  no  other 
Charafterofit  in  general,  then  that  the  ablefl 
Judge  of  Poetry  at  that  time , I mean  Ben 
Johnfon^  faid  with  fome  Paflion,  Mjt  Son  Carth- 
wright  writes  aU  like  a dMan. 

He  writ  Four  Plays  befides  other  Poems, 
all  which  were  printed  together  in  oftavo, 
Lond.  i(Syi.  accompanied  with  above  Fifty-^ 
Copies  of  Verfes  writ  by  the  moft  eminent 
Wits  of  the  Univerlity,  every  One  being  de- 
firous  to  appear  in  the  Number  of  his  Friends, 
and  to  give  a publick  Teftimony  to  the  world 
of  the  Value  they  had  for  his  Memory. 

Otdinary^  a Comedy : I know  not  where  this 
Play  was  afted,  but  I remember  part  of  the 
fecond  Scene  of  the  firfl  Aft,  between  the  Wi- 
dow Tot  ducky  Sheer y and  Hear  fay y is  tran- 
ferib’d  by  the  Compofer  of  Wits  Interpretery 
in  his  Love-Dialogues,  under  the  Title  of  the 
Old  Widow,  pag.  81. 

Lady  Err  ant y2illx^^\~Oomt^'^y  of  which  I 
can  give  no  Account  where  afted,  only  that  it 
is  eiteem’d  by  fome  a good  Comedy. 

Royal  Slavey  a Tragi-Comedy ; prefented  to 
the  King  and  Queen  by  the  Students  o^-ChriJi 
Church  in  Oxford^  Aug,  30.  1616,  Prefented 
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fince  to  totli  Their  Ma jefties  at  Hampton-Court ' ! 
by  the  King’s  Servants.  This  Play  gave  Inch  h ' 
Content  to  Their  Majefties,  and  the  whole  s 
Court,  as  well  for  the  (lately  Scenes,  the  Rich-  j 
nefs  of  the  Terjian  Habits,  the  excellency  of 
the  Songs,  (which  were  fet  by  that  admirable 
Compoler,  Mr.  Henry  Lawes^  Servant  to,  his 
Majelty  King  the  Firll,  in  his  publick 

and  private  Miifick :)  as  for  the  noble  Stile  of  i 
the  Play  it  felf,and  the  readyAddrefs  and  grace- 
ful Carriage  of  the  A£tors  ( amongfl  which 
Dr.  Bushy ^ the  famous  Matter  of  JVeJimmJicr 
School  approv’d  himfelf  a fecond  Bofcius); 
that  they  unanimoufly  acknowledged  that  it  i 
did  exceed  all  things  of  that  Nature  which 
they  had  ever  feen.  The  Queen  in  particular, 
fo  much  admired  it,  that  in  November  fol- 
lowing, file  fent  for  the  Habits  and  Scenes  to  j 
Hampton-Court : flie  being  defirous  to  fee  her  j 
own  Servants  reprefent  the  fame  Play,  (whole  \ 
profeffion  it  was)  that  fhe  might  the  better 
judge  of  the  fevetaT Performances , and  to 
whom  the  Preference  was  due.  The  Sentence 
was  iiniverfally  given  by  all  the  Spedlators  in  . 
-favour  of  the  Gown:  tho’  nothing  was  want-  j 
ing  on  Mr.  Carthwright\  fide,  to  inform  the  '■ 
Players  as  well  as  the  Scholars,  in  what  be- 
long’d to  the  Adlion  and  Delivery  of  each  Part. 

Siege ^ or  Love's  Convert ^ a Tragi-C6medy^; 
where  adled  I know  not,  but  ’tis  dedicated  by 
the  Author  to  King  Charles  the  Firtt,  by  anE- 
pittle  in  Verfe.  The  Story  of  Mijander^  and 
Leticatia^  is  founded  on of  Taufanias  and' 
Ckonke-f  in  Tlutaych^  Life  pf  Cymon.  The 
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jun£Uon  which  the  Rich  Widow  laid  upon 

her  Lovers  is  borrow'd  ixom  Boccace's  Novels. 
i)af  pth,  Nov.  I. 

Amongll  his  Poems,  there  are  feveral  con- 
cerning the  Dramatick  Poets  and  their  Wri- 
tings, which  mull  not  be  forgot : as  thofe  two 
Copies  which  he  writ  on  Mr.  Thomas  Kille^ 
grew's  Plays , The  Trifoner , and  ClaractUa ; 

Two  Copies  on  Fletcher ^ and  One  in  Memory 
^ BenJohnJon.,y}j\iiQ}si  are  fo  Excellent  that 
the  Publifher  cklAx.Carthwright\  Poems  fpeaks, 
as  in  a Rapture  in  the  Preface  ; viz.  What  had 
^ Ben  hid,  had  he  read  his  own  Eternity  in 
‘ that  lalting  Elegy  given  him  by  our  Author.  r <, 

Befides  thele  Poems,  our  Author  has  extant 
other  Pieces  on  different  Subje6ls,  as  a Sermon^ 

■printed  JLon^l.  i(5y2.  and  a Book  which  I never 
law,  but  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Wood  (e)  under  ' 
this  Title  ; T)ies  in  Menfe  Novemhri  maxime 
notahiks  Coronam  nempe  ^ familiam  regiam 
Jpehlantes,  Lond.  kS^i. 

'Tis  not  poflible  for  me  in  this  place,  to  enu- 
merate all  the  Praifes  given  him  by  the  Learn- 
ed of  thofe  Times  in  which  he  liv'd:  only 
give  me  leave  to  infert  part  of  one  Copy,  by 
which  the  Reader  may  judge  of  theRefl.  The 
Lines  were  writ  by  John  Leigh  .Efq;  to  the 
Stationer  (Mr.  Mofely)  on  his  printing  Mr.  ^ 
Carthwrighfs  Poems.  After  he  has  nam’d  all 
the  admirable  Poems,  fet  forth  by  the  afore- 
faidBookfeller ; with  the  juft  Commendation 
of  each  Author,  he  fays* thus  of  Mr.  Carth^ 
aright ; 

(g)  Ari\l({.^  O^Qiticaf*  pae,  274. 
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But  after  all  thou  bring  ft  up  in  the  Rear^  - 
One  that  fills  e^ery  Eye^  and  every  Ear^ 
Carthwright,  rare  Carthwr^.  to  whom  allmufi  . 

• That  was  beji  Treacheryhdbejt  Toet  too;  \ho‘Wy 
Whofe  Learned  Fancy  never  was  at  rejt^  ^ 

But  always  labouring  yet  labour  d leajt  : 

His  IVifs  Immortal-,  and piall  Honor  havtj 
IV hile  there's  or  Slavijh  Lord.,  or\  Royal  Slave.. 

Robert  Chamberlain. 

A Gentleman  tftat  liouriflit  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  FirR,  the  Author  of  a Play 
called  The  Swaggering  Bamfel,  a Comedy  prin- 
ted in  quarto  Lond.16^0-  I know  not  whether 
this  Play  was  ever  afted,  but  ’tis  ufher'd  into 
the  world  by  Three  Copies  of  Verfes,  one  of 
' which  was  writ  by  Mr.  Rawlins,  in  requital  of 
* a Copy  writ  by  our  Authorj  -in  praife  of  his 
Tragedy  called  The  Rebellion.  A Complement 
which  ha^s  in  this  Age  been  prafticed  by  Mr. 
Dryden,  loVLt.  Lee\  Rival  Sfieens,  in  Return 
of  that,  paft  by  him,  on  Mr.  Drydens  State  of 
Innocence. 

Mr.  ThiUips,  and  IVinflanley  have  aferib’d 
' to  our  Author  clW'di  Sice  Hides,  which 

they  Rile  a PaRoral,  tho’  it  is  diRinguifh’d  (by 
the  Anonymous  ^Author  ) by  the  Title  of  a 
Tifeatory.,  the  Dramatis  Terfonat  being  mofl  of 
them  Filliermen. 

william  Chamberlain.  - 

' A Dorfet-fhire  Gentleman,  who  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  the  FixR^  liv’d  at  Shaftsbury,  a 

Mar- 
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Market-town  oF  fufiicient  Note  for  giving  the 
Title  to  the  famous  Lord  Coopery  firft  Earl  of 
Shaft sburj.  He  writ  a Play  called  Love  sViSlo^ 
rjy  a Tragi-Comedy  printed  in  quarto  Lond, 
i6y8.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Worfhipful 
Sr.  JVtlliam  Tortman.  He  writ  this  Play  du- 
ring the  late  Troubles,  and  defign’d  to  have  it 
a<^ed,  but  the  Powers  then  in  being  having 
fupp refled  the  Stage ; he  contented  himfelf 
with  Printing  it : tho’  it  has  fince  appeared, 
(at  leaf!  a great  part  of  it)  upon  the  Stage  in 
i6qS.  under  the  Title  of  JVitsledly  the'Nofe^ 
or  AToet's  Revenge. 

This  Author  writ  befides,  an  Heroick  Poem 
called  Tharonmday  in  Five  Books,  printed  in 
oftavo  Lond.  i(5yp.  and  dedicated  likewife  to 
Sr.  JVill'iam  Tortman.  This  Poem  tho’  it  hath 
nothing  extraordinary  to  recommend  it,  yet 
appear’d  abroad  in  Profe  1685.  under  the  Ti- 
tle of  a Novel  called  Eromenay  or  The  Noble 
Stranger. 

■ f George  Chapman. 

• A Gentleman  of  no  mean  Repute  for  his  P6- 
ctical  Writings  and  Verfions,amongfl  the  Wits 
of  the  Age  wherein  he  liv’d,,  to  VQity  in  the  la- 
ter part  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabethy  and 
that  of  YJiv\^James.  I can  give  him  no  greater 
Commendation,  than  that  he  was  fo  intimate 
with  the  famous  JohnfoUy  as  to  engage  in  a 
Triumvirate  with  Him,  and  Marfton  in  a Play 
called  Eajiward-Hoe : a Favour  which  the 
haughty  Ben  could  leldome  be  perfwaded  to. 
I might  add  to  rhis;  that  he  was  fo  much  va- 
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lued  in  his  time,  by  the  Gentlemenof  the 
Middle-Temple  and  Lincoln  s-Inn^  that  when 
thofc  two  Honourable  Societies  agreed  to  Pre- 
fent  Their  Majefhes  with  a Mafque  at  IVhite^ 
ball^  on  the  joyful  Occafion  of’ the  Marriage  be- 
tween the  Princefs  Elizabeth^  only  Daughter 
to  King  James  the  Firft,  and  Frederick  the 
Fifth  of  that  Naii;ie,  Count  Talatine  of  the 
Rhine^  and  afterwards  King  of  they 

chofe  Mr.  Chapmayi  for  their  Poet,  to  fuit  Lan- 
guage to  the  Occalion,  and  Mr.  Inigo  Jones  for 
their  Ingineeiy  to  order  the  Machines,  and 
Decoration  of  the  Scenes. 

He  has  writ  many  Draniatick  Pieces,  to  the 
number  of  •Eighteen:  befides  feveral  other 
Poems  and  Tranflations  : of  all  which  his  Tra- 
gedy of  Bufy  d Amboife  has  the  Preference. 
I know  not  how  Mr.  Bryden  (^‘)  came  to  be  fo 
poiMl  with  Indignation  againfl  this  Play,  as 
'to  refolve  to  burn  One  annually  to  the  Me- 
mory of  Ben  JohnJon:  but  I know  very  well 
that  there  are  fbme  who  allow  it  a jufl  Com- 
mendation ; and  others  (')  that  fince  have  ta- 
ken the  liberty  to  promife  a folemn  annual  Sa- 
crifice^  of  The  Hind  and  T anther^  to  the  Me- 
mory of  Mr.  §^arlesy  John  Bunyan  r fo 
that  fliould  this  hfl  Humour  continue.  The 
Hind andT anther  would  grow  as  fcarce,  as  this 
Old  Tragedy  is  at  prefent.  But  I leave  this 
DigrcBion  to  give  the  Reader  an  xA.ccount  of 
his  Plays  in  order.  - 

All  Fools y a Comedy  prefented  at  the'^/^C)^- 

(h)  Pref.  to  Spmih  FrLar*  (i)  Frcf.  lo  Rea  fa  ns  (or  Bays 
Changing  his  Rtligion* 


friars^ 


O/^rf  ^ «-C-"'Z— 


42U^ 


,>g-^>  3-^-  cJ Jro^^  ^ y£<;^»€^. 


-^  rv«-<_-^^  ^ •'  - ^ ^ 

//^tx^~  1^ x.y^'t.^.a^^c..^  c:^^e„^Z2^  ^^<^-*i-«/' <a^ 


^p  tLo^-0  »-o-« 


/■*^  <sk-*^^d^ 

. i/^'i'>~y^  y'tpc^^i-y  c^'Z  y^c^  ^st-c.^.^ 


re>c^ 


^*^^yGPL-au^cf^  ^ ^ ■/ ^ y/0  p^x^  y*  ^ a. 

y 2.x  <p''V?  z . . y/?^ 


'■««y 


•-T- 


■ i,/V 


J 


v3f-; 

VV'  ■ : ■ ',  . .V  :■  :‘Ut^r  ■ ’■  ■'*  ' "" 


r.  v/* 


f.. 


V , . v;  , , 


k,  •'  • ' 


iT.^ 


! .■  ■■ 

>i  * ir'  ‘ ■ -■ 


•r; '- 


5 ■^- 


t 


;(>-  ' 


::'^i^-  ■ ,Vi3; 


. ‘‘Vl-r' 


•->  - ^ v’'^ 

.V- 


-1-'  4 ’ 'r  ■ ’Y/“'‘’-- 

,-  , i Ij  ■ ' !-  .*  ' 

'•  v-kv . I - ^ 

' ;■  r . .!  . . y,y.%  t '.  „ . , ‘ ' 

.a?,'vi,^'  n ' '.v  ^V_,  ■ 'k  •'I'/^.f;';,, 

■'  . r :-.kV  ^ 

■ ^ , . . ., -’ ' 

. •,  %q‘  -- 

y t '• 


. .■::;<ti;!&  ' ■ r_vvr 

k";  . 


'.XX  ^■. 

M' ' . .wv; 

•//'’-.  •f' 


'/k-''  •t#-''’  .' 


-.  '*r<  ^ 

,s<,-.,  ./:,  'V  * 'V*;  . n _•. 


V ? 


')  ', 


Lnj  ^k : ^ 


■•  '.'V^-'f-  V>4’! ^ 


■wk.'li 


k ■■;  : , ;-'k.  ' V ^;.  • M'  'r:‘'''<^m 


p;;. 


igr'  -li  ' ’ . ■,k.  -.k'^':^::''  ' ^ ' 

;il-  .S',;;  w.::;  ; . f; 


'I'.^i'i  '■■'■•  ki' I?" "■ 


’•*  ■ -li*  , , 


a;S. 


r.' 


-“-ikk  ' 

■■  ^:;i 


k'f 


■*'  IH' 


iJkak*;  ‘ I ® iinu*!* 


I-' 

'ffi 


I 

Dramatigk  Poets,  59 

friars]  and  afterwards  before  his  Majefly  King 
James  the  Firit^  in  the  Begining  of  his  Refon ; 
and  printed  in  quarto  Z-oW.  i6oy'.  This  was  ^ 
in  thofc  days  accounted  an  Excellent  Comedy, 
and  will  fiill  bear  Reading  : it  feems  to  be 
built  in  part  upon  the  fame  Fabrick  with  Te- 
rence's Hcautontimorumenos^  as  thofe  who  will 
compare  the  Cha/a6lers  of  the  two  Fathers 
Go/ianzOy  and  Mar.  Antonio^  with  Chr ernes.,  and 
Menedemus  ; and  ihdu  Som  Thaler io.  For tunioj 
and  Rynaldoy  with  Cliniay  Antiphoy  and  Syr  us, 
may  eafily  perceive.  'I'he  Prologue  and  E- 
pilogue  (writ  in  Blank  VeiTe ) fliew  that, 
in  thofe  days,  Perfbns  of  Quality,  and  thole 
that  thought  themfelves  Judges  of  Wit,  in- 
llead  of  fitting  fn  Boxes,  as  now  in  ufe,  fat  on 
the  Stage : what  influence  thofe  Sparks  had  on 
the  meaner  Auditors,  may  be  feen  by  the  foF 
lowing  Lines ; (^)  ' v 

Great  are  the  Gifts  given  to  united  Heads; 

To  Gifts  y Attire y to  fair  Attire  the  Stage 
Helps  7nuch  ; for  if  our  other  Audience  fee 
Tou  on  the  Stage  depart  before  Vve  endy 
OurJVits go  mthyouallyand'^e  are  Fools 

Alphonfus  Emperor  of  Germany y a Tragedy, 
very  often  afted  "(with  great  Applaufe)  at  the 
Private-houfe  in  ^Z:cL/r//2rj*,  by  the  Servants 
to  King  Charles  iho.  Firfl:;  printed  in  quarto 
Lend.  i6’y'4.  This  Play,  tho’  it  bear  the  Name 
of  Alphonfus.,  was  writ  (as  I fiippofe)  m Honor 
of  the  Englifh  Nation,  in  thePerfon  q{  Richard 
Earl  ol'  Cor mjoalyS>ovi  to  King  John.,zi\d  Brother 

(k)  Prologue  to 


to 
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to  King  Henry  the  Third.  He  was  chofcn  King 
of  the  'Romans  in  125-7.  Crown’d  at  Aix 
the  Seventeenth  day  of  May^  hting  Afcen/ion 
day.  About  this  time  Alphonfus  the  T^enth  * 
.King of  (the  fubje6lof  this  Tragedy) 

was  chofen  by  other  Eledors.  Tho’  this  King 
was  accounted  by  fome  a Pious  Prince,  yet  our 
Author  reprefents  his  as  a Bloody  Tyrant,  and 
contrary  toother  Hiftorians  brings  him  to  an 
imfortunateEnd,  he  fuppofinghim  to  be  kill’d  * ‘ 
by  Alexander^  Son  to  Lorenzo  de  Cipres  his  Se- 
cretary: in  revenge  of  his  Father,  who  was 
poyfon’d  by  him  : and  to  compleat  his  Revenge  ' 
he  makes  him  firfl  deny  his  Saviour  in  hopes 
of  Life,  and  then  flabs  him,  glorying  that  he 
had  at^  once  deftroyed  both  Body  and  Soul. 
This  Pallage  is  related  in  feveral  Authors,  as 
Bolton’s  Pour  lafl  ThingSy  Reynolds 
ons^  Clark's  Examples  pNznltf?,  Hiftory  of  Man, 
For  the  true  Story  confult  Mariana  de  Reh. 
Hfp.  Lib.  I ^ . G.  T o.  (^c.  Louis  de  May  erne  Tur- 
quet.  HiPi. Generate  d'Efpagne  Lib.  1 2.  Bzovius  * 
An.  1257,'c^r. 

'Blind  Beggar  of  Alexandria , a Comedy,  mofl 
pleafantly  difcourling  his  variable'  Humours 
in  difguiied  drapes  full  of  Conceit  and  Pleafure: 
iundry  times  publickly  Afted  in  London^  by 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Notinghamy 
Lord  High  Admiral  his  Servants,  printed  in 
quarto  Lond.  lypB.  This  Play  is  neither  di- 
vided into  A6ls  nor  Scenes.  ' ' 

^ Bujfy  d' AmhoifCy  a Tragedy  often  prefented 

at  Pauls y in  the  Reign  of  Ylixxfjames  the  Firfl: 
and  fince  the  Reflauration  of  Ydin^Charles  the 

' Se- 
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Second  afted  at  the  Theatre-R^al^with  good 
Applaiife.  For  the  Plot  lee  Thuanus  ^ Jean 
2>e  Serresy  and  dMezera/y  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Henry  the  Third  of  France,  The  In>  ‘ 
trigiie  between  Bujfy  ^LudTamyra  is  related  by 
F^el  in  his  Hijiotres  1 ragiquesde  nkre  temps ^ 
under  the  feign’d  Names  of  Lyfis  ^ Sihle, 

Buf!y  a^mboife,,  his  Revenge ^ a' Tragedy, 
often  prefented  at  the  Private-houfe  in  the.* 
JVhite- Friar Sj  printed  in  quarto  Lond.iGii, 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Virtuous  and  Truly 
Noble  Knight,  Sr.  Thomas  Howard.  This  Play 
is  far  fliort  in  value  to  the  former,  and  was 
not  received  on  the  Stage  with  that  univeiTai 
Applaufe,  Neither  is  it  fo  ftriftly  founded  on 
Truth  as  the  other : tho*  the  Author  calls 
* them  poor  Envious  Souls  that  cavil  at  Truth  s 
^ want  in  thcfe  natural  Fidions  : Material  In-  ^ 
^ftruftion,  elegant  and  fententious  excitation 
^to  Virtue,  and  defledlion  from  her  contrary, 

^ being  the  Soul,  limbs,  and  limits  of  an  Au- 
^ thentical  Tragedy. 

Confpijacy  and  Tragedy  of  Charles  Duke  of 
Byron  Marlhal  of  France^  in  two  Plays,  a61ed 
at  the  Black-friars  in  the  Reign  of  YSngJames 
the  Firft,  printed  in  .quarto  Lond.  1608.  and 
Dedicated  to  his  Honourable-  and  confiant 
F riend  Si. Thomas  IF ilfingham.^  and  to  his  much 
Loved  from  his  Birth,  the  right  Toward  and  ^ 
Worthy  Gentleman  his  Son,  Thomas  JValJing^ 
ham  Efq;  This  Play  is  founded  on  Hiftory  m 
the  Reign  of  Henry  IV.  of  France  : and  many 
- (1)  Epiftle  Dcd.caior;'. 


are 
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are  the  Authors  that  have  mention’d  theMar- 
Ihal’s  Story.  See  Davilas,  Civil  Wars  of  'France^ 
Kjy\iontlucs>  Me  moires^  dMe  zero's  Cbron.  Tierre  j 
Mathievis,  Contin.  of  De  Serves^  Thuanus^  An-  1 
fclmus  Ge?nhlacenjisy  Scipion  Dupleix^  T.Ma-  | 
thiew^  &c.  {' 

Cfj'ar,  and  Tompey^  a Roman  Tragedy  de-  . 
daring  their  Wars,  out  of  whofe  Events  is  ‘k 
evided  this  Propohtion,  Only  a.  Juft  Man  is  a \ 
Freeman^  printed  in  quarto  idgi.  and 

Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable,  his  ex- 
cceding  good  Lord,  -the  Earl  oi  Middkftx.  I y 
cannot  pafs  by  that  our  Author  has  here  laid  * 
down  the  fame  Rule  with  Father  Le  Bojfu^  the  | 
Learned  regular  Canon  of  St.  Genevieve^  ("')  \ 

That  the  Moral  ought  to  be  the  foundation  of  f 
a Play:  Inftru6Hon  being  the  chief  defign  of  a , 
Poet.  As  he  fays  ; Fa  premiere  chofepar  ok  Ton  \ 
doit  commencer pour  fair  une  Fable ^ eft  de  choiftr 
llnftrufhon  le  point  de  Morale  qui  luy  doit, 
fervir  de'fond^  felon  le  deftein  fy  la  jin  que  ton  Je 
propqfe.  This  is  that  Paffage  which  Mx.  Dry- 
den  hints  at  in  his  Grounds  of  Criticifm  in  Tra- 
gedy (")  and  tho’ he  takes  the  French  for  his^ 
Guide,  I believe  there  have  not  been  wanting*  1 
thofeof  our  owif  Countrymen,  who  have  been 
able  to  decide  all  Controverfies  in  Dramatick  • 
Poetry,  as  well  as  Strangers.  Many  Authors 
have  treated  on  this  Story  : See  Suetonius's,  Life 
oi  Julius  Cccfar,  Tlutarclds,  Lives  oi  Tompey^ 
Cf/aTy  and  CatOy  Velleius  TaterculuSy  FloruSy 
DioUy  and  Lucan  y who  by  fomc  is  rather 

(w)  Traice  dit  Poeme  lib*  1*  (n)  Pref.  to 

Ti  Oiliii  anci  Cref[idu 
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accounted  an  Hiftorian  than  a Poet. 

Gentkman  Ujloer^  a Comedy' printed  in  quar- 
to Lond,  1606.  I know  not  whether  ever  this 
Play  was  a6tedj  but  I have  heard  it  commend- 
ed by  fome,  for  a good  Comedy,  though  if  I • 
may  prefume  to  give  my  Opiiiioii,  ’tis  but 
indifferent. 

Humourous  days  Mirth^  a Comedy  printed 
as  I am  told  in  quarto,,  and  a paflable  Play  : 
but  this  I mud:  leave  to  mole  who  have  read  it. 

Mafque  of  the  T wo  Honourable  Houfes  or 
Inns  ot  Court;  the  Middk~Te?nple  and  Lincolns 
Inn:  Perform’d'before  the  King  2x1Vhite -bally 
on  Shrove-monddy  at  Night,  being  the  fifteenth 
of  February  1613.  at  the  Princely  Celebration 
of  the  Mod:  Royal*  Nuptials  of  "“the  Talf^rave^ 
and  his  thrice  Gracious  Princefs  Elizabeth^  See. 
With  a delcription  of  their  whole  Shew  ; in 
the  manner  of  their  March  on  Horfe-back  to 
the  Court  from  the  Majier  of  the  Rolls  his 
Houfe:  with  all  their  Right  Noble  Conforts, 
and  Ihewful  Attendants.  Invented,-  and  Fa- 
Ihion’d,  with  the  ground  and  Ipecial  d:ru61ure 
of  the  whole  Work  by  our  Kingdoms  moll  Art- 
fiill  and  Ingenious  Archite6i:  Inigo  Jones.  Sup- 
plled,  ap^ed,  digedrSl,  and  written  by  George 
Chapmany in  quarto  Lond.  1614.  and 
dedicated  to  the  mod:  Noble  and  condant  Com- 
biner of  Honor  and  Virtue,  Edward ThillipSy 

Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  At  the  end  of  the  Mafque 
is  printed  an  Epithalamium  called  a Hymne 
to  Hymen  for  the  mod:  time-fitted  Nuptials  of 
our  Thrice  Gracious  Princefs  Elizaheihy  Ike. 

I leave  it  to  their  Judgments  who  have  perus’d 
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this  Piece,  to  determine  whether  it  anfu^er  the  ^ 
fwelling  Title-page,  or  whether  the'  Authors 
Defence  before  the  Mafque,  be  jull:  and  folid.  |, 
May-day y a Witty  Comedy,  divers  times  j| 
a£]:ed  at  the  Black-friars  ^ and  printed  in  quarto  |j 
-h  'Lond.  1811.  , fj 

Monfieur  dl Olive ^ a Comedy  fundry  times  ’I 
ailed  by  her  MajefHes  Children  at  the  Black  I 
Friars j printed  in  quarto  1606,  i 

, Revenge  for  Honor ^ a Tragedy  printed  in  | 
quarto ' iLoW.  165^4.  This  Play  I have  feen  :1 
ailed  many  years  ago  at  the  Nurfery  in  Barbican,  \ 
Temple^  a Mafque  which  I never  faw.  | 

Tvoo  JVife  Men^  and  all  the  reB  Fools ^ or 
Comical  Moral,  cenfuring  the  Follies  of  that 
Age,  divers  times  ailed,  and  printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  i6ip.  The  Prologue  and  Epilogue  to 
V this  Play  are  writ  in  Pro fe,  which  was  prailic’d 
formerly^by  feveral  of  the  Poets,  as  JFiUiam 
Lilly.,  in  his  Court  Comedies,  and  others.  BuT 
there  is  One  thing  in  this  jnay,  far  more  re- 
^ markable  ; that  it  is  extended  to  Seven  Afts : 
a thing  which  I never  faw  in'  any'other,  either 
in  our  own,  or  Foreign 'Languages,  and  which 
is  direilly  contrary  to  that  Rule  of  Horace  (<^) 

Neve  minor,  neu  Jit  quinto,  produBior  aBu 
Fabula,  quae pofei  vult  ^ JpeBata  reponi. 

But  I fuppofc  this  might  rather  be  the  Prin- 
ter’s Ignorance,  than  the  Poets  Intention ; for 
certainly  Mr.  Chapman  better  imderflood  the 
Rules  of  the  Dramma : tho’  I am  led  only  by 
Tradition  to  believe  this  Play  to  be  his ; lince 
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•^tis  publifhed- without  any  mention  oFthe  Au^ 
thor,  or  the  Place  where  'tvvas  printed. 

fVidows  Tears j a Comedy  often  prefented  ^ 
in  the  Black  and  White-Frmrs : printed  in 
quarto  1612.  and  dedicated  to  the  right 
Virtuous  and  truly  Noble  Gentleman  Reed 

of  Mitt  on  ^ in  the  County  of  Gloucejier^  Efq. 
The  Plot  of  Lyj'ander  and  Cynthia  is  borrow’d 
from  Tetronius  ^rbyters  Satyr icon^  being  the 
Story  of  the  Matron  of  Ephefus  related  by 
' Eumolpus : a Story  fince  handled  by  feveral 
other  Pens,  as  Janus  Doufa  the  Father,  in  his 
Notes  on  this  Story,  and  Gahbema.  in  the  lafl: 
Edition  of  Tetronius : who  obferve.  That  it 
was  tranilated  into  Latine  Verfe  by  Romulusy 
an  Antique  Gramarian  ; that  if  was  tranilated 
from  the  German  Language  into  Latine  ; and 
into  French  Rhime  by  Hehertus.  We  have  it 
not  only  in  the  Seven  JVife  Makers ^ a Book 
vulgarly  known,  and  which,  if  I may  believe 
my  Author,  is  a tranilatioii  of  Modius^  who 
new  modelfd  the  Story,  and  publiflit  his  Ver- 
lion  under  this  Title  Rudus  feptem  Sapientumy 
de  AJlreiregii  adolefcentisy  edncatione^  periculisy 
&c.  But  alio  I have  read  the  fame  Story  with 
little  alteration  in  the  Cento  Move  lie  Antkhe  di 
Carlo  Gualteruzp:,iy  Nov.  yi,  We  have  it  like^. 
wife  much  improv’d,with  a Philo fophical  Com- 
ment upon  it,  by  a Countryman  of  our  own, 
.under  the  Title  of  the  Epkejian  Matron^  prin^ 
ted  in  oclavb  Eond.  166S.  and  others.* 

Thefe  are  all  the  Plays  which  I know  of, 
/that  are  publifht  under  our  Authors,  name,  ex-  -yi- 
cept  a Play  which  i have  already  mentiohd.t;/^. 

E ' . Eaji. 
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Eajivcard-Hoe^  a Comedy  play’d  in  the  Black 
Friars^y  the  Children  of  her  Majefties  Revels:  j 
made  by  George  Chapman^  BevT^^mfin^2LX\A  John  ■ 
Marjion^  printed  in  quarto  Lond.iGoy,  This 
Play  was  writ  (hortly  after  T>eckers  JVejivoard 
Hoe^  as  you  may  fee  by  the  Prologue  which  is 
writ  in  Blank  Verfe.  The  Play  it  lelf  hath 
lately  appear’d  on  the  prefent  Stage,  being  re-  : 
viv’d  by  Mr.  Tate  under  the  Title  of  Cuckold's 
Haven.  i 

Mr.  ThillipSj  I know  not  why,  has  omitted  ' 
half  this  Authors  Plays,  as  you  may  fee  in  his 
Account  of  the  iJModernToetSy  p.  I 

Having  given  an  Account  of  his  Plays,  I am 
now  to  fpeak  of  his  other  Works,  which  were 
not  in  thofe  days  accounted  lefs  eminent : par- 
ticularly his  Verfion  of  all  Horner*^  Works ; 

' VIZ.  His  II!}gds.,Odyflcs^  and  what  he  calls  Tke 
Crown  of  all  hi/' fTo^sfYiis  BaifacomyomacTTa^ 
or  The  Battle  of  Frogs  onTMice^  together  with’"'  i 
his  Hymns  and  Epigrams.^  If  it  be  urg’d  by 
fome  that  he  has  been  fince  out-done  by  Mr. 
Oglehy  in  the  Two  former,  it  is  chiefly  to  be 
^ alcrib’d  to  the  ill  choice  of  his  meafure  of  Verfe, 
and  the  obfolete  Expreflions  in  ufe  in  his  time, 
and  befides  Tranflation  was  then,  as  I may  fay, 
in  its  Infancy.  However  I think  Mr.  Oglehy 
himfelf  has  fince  been  as  far  exceeded  by  the 
exaft  and  curious  Pen  of  Mr.  Hohhs : and  for 
. i'oxhis 'Minor  Toems^  they  have  never  been  at- 
tempted by  any  other  Pen  that  I know  of.  To 
thefe  I mull:  add  his  Tranflation  of  Hejiod; 
his  finifliing  Muf^ushis  Erotopa^gnioUj  ~or  The 
f Loves  of  Hero  and  Leander.  a Piece  begun  by 

Chri^ 
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Chrifiopher  Marloe;)\is  Andromeda  hherata  with 
a'  Vindication  of  the  fame  ; all  which~fpeak 
his  Induflry  at  leaft,  if  not  his  Ingenuity : and 
how  flight  an  Opinion  foever  this  Age  may 
entertain  of  his  TranflationSj  I find  them 
highly  extoird  in  an  Old  Cojw  call’d  a Cenfure  t- 
of  the  Toets : which  having  fpoke  of  the  Emi- 
nent Dramatick  Poets>-  ?ls  Shake/pear^  Jobfifon^ 
Uaniely  &c.  it  adds  of  Tranflators  as  follows, 
placing  our  Author  in  the  fiifl  Rank. 

Others  again  there  lived  in  my  days^ 

That  have  of  us  deferved  no  lefs  Traife 
For  their  Tranjlations^  than  the  daintieft  JVit^ 
That  on  Parnallus  thinks  he  high  doth  Jit^ 

And  for  'a  Claim  may  'mongji  the  Mufes  cally 
As  the  mojt  curious  <AMaker  of  them  all ; 

Firji  reverend Chapman,W/6o  hath  brought  tons 
Mufeus.  Homer,  and  Hefiodus, 

Out  of  the  Greek  ; and  by  his  skill  hath  reard 
Them  to  that  height ynd  to  our  tongue  indeaf  dy  ' 
That  were  thofe  Toets  at  this  day  alive  ; 

To  fee  their  Books y that  with  us  thus  furvive  ; 
They  d thinky  having  neglefled them  [0  longy 
They  had  been  written  in  the  Englif:  Tongue. 

Sir  Afton  Cokatn. 

A Gentleman  that  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Charles 
the  Second,  liv’d  at  Ajhbourny  a Market-town 
in  T>arbvJhirey{iitimxQ  between  the  Riv^vTiove 
and  Compton').  He  was  of  an  Ancient  Family, 
as  Mh  Cambden  obferves  in  the  Entrance  of 
his  Defcription  of  T>arby-Jhire.  Nay  further 
Mv.John  Cokainoi Rufoton  (our  Authors  Kinf- 
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man  and  Coufin-German  to  the  Lord  Ohrian 
Cokaiuj  Vifcount  Cullen  in  Ireland)  had  an  An- 
cient Evidence  to  prove  that  Sr. Cokain 

their  Predeceflbr  was  anciently  allyed  to  King 
JV'iU'iam  the  Conqueror,  and^n  thofe  days 
lived  at  Hemmingham-Caftk  in  EJfex.  (?)  But 
v/hethcr  our  Author  fetchthis  Pedigree  from 
fo  Ancient  a Stock  or  no ; certain  it  is,  that  he 
was  well  defeended,  and  had  a Liberal  Edu- 
cation bellowed  on  him,  being  in  his  youth 
bred  in  Trinity  College,  in  Cambridge when 
he  was  about  Four  and  Twenty  years  of  Age, 
he  was  fent  to  make  a Journey  through  France 
and  Italy y which  he  compleated  in  a Twelve- 
months  Ipace,  An.  1632.  an  Account  of  which 
he  has  writ  to  his  Son  (‘i).  He  was  very  much 
addicted  to  Books,  and  the  lludy  of  Poetry ; 
{pending  moll  of  his  time  in  the  Mufes  com- 
pany. Amongll  his  other  Poetical  Produdti- 
ohs,he  has  v/ritten  Three  Plays,  and  a Mafque 
which  are  in  print  \ of  which  take  the  follow- 
ing Account. 

Mafque  prelented  at  Brethie  in  Darhyfhirej 
on  TwelfthNight  1639.  This  Entertainment 
has  hitherto  been  omitted  in  all  former  Cata- 
logues, as  I fuppofe  through  an  Over-fight,  it 
being  but  fhort,  and  printed  in  the  body  of  the 
' Author’s  Poems,  ( ) amongll  others  of  a differ- 
ent Nature.  It  was  prefented,  (as  I find  upon 
pernfal  of  it)  before  the  Right  Honourable 
-Thillif  firll  Earl  of  Chefterfieldy  and  his 
Countefs,  Two  of  their  Sons  a6ling  in  it.  The 
diveifion  terminated  in  a Ball. 

*'  (p)  iiec  EpigraoiSt /.  2.  (<.])  S«  his  Poem, 

(0  Sec  118,  Ob-^ 
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Ohjlinate  Lady ^ a Comedy  printed  in  oftavo, 
Lona,  i6y8.  This  Play,  with  other  Poems  \X 
were  leltin  the  Cuftody  of  a Friend,  at  ,the 
Author’s  Removal  from  London^  who  dying, 
they  were  difperftinto  feveral  Hands.  One  Mr, 
IVilliam  Godhd;  (a  Bookfeller  as  I fuppofe)  gpt 
this  Play  into  his  Hands,  and  tho’  he  found  it 
impcrfeft,  thelail:  Leaf  being  wanting,  where- 
in were  the  Authors  Conclufion  and  Epilogue : 
he  procured  fome  of  his  Acquaintance  to  fup- 
ply  that  defeft,  and  fo  printed  it.  And  thq’ 
this  Comedy  were  very  much  of  it  writ  in 
Number  (as  the  Author  calls  it)  he  put  k 
forth  as  it.  the  mofi:  part  of  it  were  Prole.  In 
this  Edition  you  have  that  defeft  much  amend- 
ed, and  the  Authors  own  Conclufion,  and  Epi- 
logue added.  Sr.  Aflon\  Ohjiinate  Lady^  feems' 
to  be  Coufin-German  to  MaJ]inger\  P'ery  JVo- 
man  ; as  they  that  will  compare  T>onJohn^  An- 
tonio ^ and  Almira^  with  Carionil  and  Luc  or  a in 
this  Play,  may  eafily  perceive. 

Ovid's  Tragedy^  printed  ino6tavo  Lond.i66s^, 
This  Play  was  printed  fince  the  rell  of  his 
Works,  tho  ’tis  frequently  bound  with  them. 

I know  not  why  the  Author  gave  this  Play  the  ^ 
Title  oiOvid's  Tragedy^  except  that  he  lays  the 
Scene  in  Tomos^  and  brings  him  to  fall  down 
dead  with  grief  at  the  News  he  received  from 
Rome^  in  fight  of  the  Audience:  otherwife 
he  has  not  much  bufinefs  on  the  Stage,  and  the 
Play  ought  rather  to  have  taken  the  Name  from 
Jealoufy,  and  the  difmal  effeils  there- 
of, the  murther  of  his  new  Bride  Clorina^  and 
his  Friend.  But  this  is  an  Error 
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which  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  have  heretofore 
committed,. (as  Mr.  Rimer  (^)  has  obferv’d.)  in 
the  King  and  no  Kingy  and  therefore  the  more 
excufable  in  our  iliithor.  The  paflage  of  Cap- 
tain HannibaFs  inviting  the  dead  Carcafs  of 
Hehidius  to  Supper,  is  poflibly  borrow’d  from 
the  Ttwalian  Play  called  II  y^theijio  Fulminato^ 
to  which  Language  our  Author  was  no  Stran- 
ger ; and  on  which  Foundation  the  Cataftrophe 
of  the  Libertine  is  built.  ^ 

Trapolin  credutoTrincipey  otTrapolinfuppos'd  . 
a Trincey  an  Italian  Tragi-comedy,  printed  in 
C(5Iavo  Lond.  idyS. . The  Defign  of  this  Play, 
the  Author  borrow’d  from  One  which  he  faw, 
or  rather  heard,  twice  Aded  in  Venice  during 
his  abode  in  that  City;  fince  he  built  this  on 
that  Foundation : So  that  as  he  pleads  in  his 
Prologue  it  is  no  Tranflation.  This  Play'was 
reviv’d  on  our  Stage  fince  the  King’s  Return, 
and  a new  Prologue  writ  by  Duffety  printed  in 
his  Poems pag.  82.  and  has  fince  that,  been  al- 
ter’d by  Mr.  TatCy  and  afted  at  the  Theatre  in 
Dorfet-Garden  i68y. 

Mr.  Thilips  ( ^ ) and  Mr.  JVinJianJey  (“)  have 
committed  mifiakes  in  this  Author,  having 
omitted  the  Tragedyof  Ovidy  and  plac’d  two 
anonymous  Plays  to  him,  which  I dare  be  confi- 
dent are  none  of  his  ; Tber/iteSy  and  Ty^ 
radical  Government.  All  his  Poems  being  col- 
levied,  and  publifht  together,  in  odavo  Lond 
by  Mr.  Kirkmafiy  who  knew  Plays  far 
better  than  either  of  thefe  Authors. 
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Having  given  you  this  Account  of  his  Plays, 

I am  next  to  fpeak  of  his  other  Poems,  and 
Pieces,  but  fince  the  Author  has  reckon'd  them  ^ 
up  in  Verfe,  in  an  Epigram  (^)  dire6i:ed  to  his 
Honoured  Friend,  JViUiamW^armry  \ 

fliall  tranfcribe  his  own  Lines,-  which  may  in- 
form the  Reader  of  his  Stile,  as  well  as  his 
ir  Poems. 

EclogueSy  Songs  y a Satj/r  I have  mit^  - 
A Remedy  for  thofe  zth  amorous  Fity 
JLove  Elegies y and  Funeral  Elegies y 
' Ee tiers  of  things  of  divers  ^alitieSy 
EncomiaBichLinestolVorhsoffomey 
ArJMafquOy  and  an  Epithalamiumy  i 

' Tvoo  Bopks  of  Epigrams : All  vohich  I mean  t ‘ 

' Shall  {in  this  Volume^  come  upon  the  Scene  ; 

Some  2)ivineToemSy  which  when firji  I came 
To  Cambridge  I writ  there  y I need  not  name; 

(yDianea,  (y)  neither  my  TranJlatioUy 
Omitted  here  as  of  another  Fajhion. 

I ' For  Heavens  fake  name -no  more  you  fay f I 
cloy  yoUy  ■ 

. Ido  obey  you;  Therefore  ( Friend)  God  Vwy you: 

I . Edward  Cook  Efq; 

A Gentleman  of  whom  ! can  give  no  other 
account,  than  that  he  has  publifht  a Play  call’d 
Love's  Triumph y or  The  Royal  Uniony  a Tragedy 
in  Heroick  Verfe,  never  afted,  but  printed  in 
quarto  Lond.  16 and  dedicated  to  her  High- 
nefs,  the  Mofl  Illuftrious  MAR  T Princefs  of 

(x)  Epfgr.  L.  I.  Ep.  124.  (y), A Romance  Translated  from 

I the  Italian  of  Gkyfimi  Francijco  Lovedano, 

I V E4  Orange. 
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Orange,  This  Play  is  founded  on  Cafandra,, 
a fam’d  Romance,  as^yoti  will  find  by  reading 
Part  y th,  ^ook  4th,  to  the  End* 

John  Cook;. 

The  Author  of  a Pliy  call’d  Green’s 

Comedy  printed  in  quarto  Lond, -- 

I cannot  tell  the  Date,  or  the  Place  where  ’twa¥  ' 
^firfl:  afted,  the  Title-page  of  my  Copy  being 
loft,  tho’  I fuppofeiarthe  Red-Bull,,  by  a Faft^ 
fage  in  the  Play  f but  I can  inform  the  Reader^, 
that  it  is  commended  by  Thomas  Heyvdood,\dno 
^purpofcly  writ  an  Epiftle  to  gratulate  (as  he 
^■fays)  the  Love  and  Memory  of  his  Worthy 
^ Friend  the  Author,  and  hisintirely  beloved 
^ Friend  the  A6tor.  He  fays  further,  That  it 
’^■paft  the  Teft  of  the  Stage  whth  general  Ap- 
‘ plaufe:  And  I have  feen  it  a6led  flnce  the 
King’s  Return,. at  the  Play-houfe  (as  I think) 
in  little  Lincolns -Inn- Fields  with  good  fiiccefs  : 
tho’  the  printed  Copy  be  not  divided  into  Afts.  ' 
The  Plot  of  Spend-all's  gaining  the  Widow 
Ray  shy  has  a near  refemblance  with  that  of 
JVill.  Small-Jhanks  and  Widow  Taffety : tho’ 

I think  the  Def  gn  is  better  wrought  up  in  this 
Play,  becaufe  the  Widow  by  a Counter-plot 
frees  her  felf  from  Spend-all,  and  after  having 
made  a Tryal  of  the  Sincerity  of  his  Love,con- 
fents  of  her  own  accord  to  Marry  him. 

This  Play' had  its  Title  given  it  by  the  Au- 
thor, in  refpeft  of  the  admirable  Comedian, 
Thomas  Green,  who^afted  the  part  of  Buhhky  ^ 
whofe  univerfal  Repartee  to  all  Complement" 
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IS  Tu  ts^que ; Mr.  Heywood  (^)  gives  him  this 
Chara6ler,  ‘ That  there  was  not  an  A6lor  of 
‘his  Nature  in  his  Time  of  better  ability  in 
performance  of  what  he  undertook,  more  ap- 
‘ plauded  by  the  Audience,  of  greater  Grace  at 
‘ the  Court, or  of  more  general  Love  in  the  City. 

At  the  Entrance  of  this  Play  is  a Diftick, 
which  Mr.  IVinJlanley  applies  to  Mr.  Robert 
Green^  (of  whom  i fhall  give  an  account  in  his 
proper  place  : ) tho’  had  he  put  on  his  Spedla- 
cles  he  would  have  found  it  printed  thus  ; 

Upon  the  Death  of  Thomas  Green, 

How  f aft  hleah^Autumn  change th  Flora^j  dyCy 
tv  hat yefterday  was  (Green)  now's fear  and  ary, 

tv,  R. 

John  Corey. 

A Gentleman  who  is  pleas’d  to  ftile  himlelf 
' the  Author  of  a Play  call’d  The  Generous  Ene- 
mies^  or  The  Ridiculous  Lover s,,  a Comedy  afted 
at  the  Theatre-Royal  by  his  Majefties  Servants, 
and  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  16^1,.  Tho’he 
has  fo  little  fhare  in  it ; that  we  may  juflly  fay 
' oFhim,  Appolodorus  the  Athenian  fa  id  of  the 
• Books  of  Chryfippus  .‘  If  a Man  fhould  extraft 
the  things  which  he  hath  borrow’d  from 
• others,  the  Paper  would  be  left  blank.  To 
prove  this  I am  to  acquaint  the  Reader,  that 
this  Piay,  like  a Botcher’s  Cufhion  is  made  out 
of  feveral  Pieces  ; behaving  ftollen  from  Four 
Eminent  Fletcher,,  and  Randolph;  Th. 

Corneilley  and  §luinault.  The  chief  Defign  of 
■ W EpiiUc  to  the  lUadcr. 
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t]ie  Play^  tliat  of  the  Generous  Enemies^  is  bor- 
row'd from  ^inaulfs  .La  Genereufe  Ingratu 
ttide y as  will  be  evident  to  thofe  who  will 
compare  the  Charaders  of  Don  Alvarez^  and. 
Signior  FJaminioy  with  thofe  of  the  French 
Ze^yzxidi  Ahencerage; Semena  in  Difguife  under 
the  Name  ot  Dfandery  with  Xelmda  under  the 
Name  of  Orm  'm^&ic.  For  the  Ridiculous  Lo- 
Ters  ; \is  chiefly  borrow’d  from  a Comedy  of 
Th.  Corneilles  call’d  D.  Bertran  de  Cigarraly 
which  Play  is  founded  on  a Spanifli  Comedy 
written  by  D.  Francifeo  de  RoxaSy  and  {tiled, 

■ Ejitre  hohos  anda  el  juego.  The  Quarrel  be-“ 
' tween  Bertran  and  Rohatzy  in  the  filth  Ad,  is 
.ftollen  verbatim  from  Love's  Tilgr image y Adi. 
Sc.  I.  and  Ad  3.  Sc.  3.  The  teity  Humour  of 
Beltran  to  his  Servants  in  the  third  Ad,  is 
part  of  it  taken  from  the  Mufes  Lookiug-glafs. 
Ad  1.  Sc.  i'.  A61.  3.  Sc.  3.  and  4. 

Charles  Cotton  Efq;.^  . 

^ An  Ingenious  Gentleman  lately  ( as  I am 
inform’d)  Deceas’d,  who  fometimes  dwelt  at 
Beresford  in  the  County  of  Stafford^  He  was 
an  excellent  Lyrick  Poet,  but  partifularly  fa* 
mous  for  Burlefque  Verfe : but  mention’d  here 
on  account  of  a Tranflation  of  his  call’d, 
HoracCy  a French  Tragedy^ of  Monfieur  Cor- 
neilky  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  16*7 1.  and  dedi- 
cated to  his  Dear  Siiter  Mrs.  Stanhope  Hutchin- 
fon.  This  Play  was  firft  finifhed  in  (*) 

■ ^ But  neither  at  that  time,  nor  of-fe re ral  years 

(a)  See  the  EpUIIc  lo  the  Reader* 
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^ after,  was  it  intended  for  the  publick  view  ; 
^it  being  writ  for  the  private  divertiferaent  of 
fair  young  Lady,  and  ever  fince  it  had  the 
^ honor  hdl  to  kifs  her  Hands,  fo  intirely  hers, 
^ that  the  Author  did  not  referve  fo  much  as 
^ the  Bromllon  to  himf'elf.  However  (he  being 
^prevail’d  upon  tho’ with  fomc  difficulty  to 
^give  her  confeiit,  it  was  printed  in  0^o.i6qo» 
1 fhall  not  extol,  or  particularife  tlie  Excel- 
lencies of  this  Play  in  the  Original ; 'tis  fuffici- 
ent  to  tell  you, that  the  French  Author  thought 
it  might  pafs  for  the  befl  of  his  Prodndlions  if 
the  three  lafl  A£l:s  had  been  equal  to  the  two 
Firft:  and  this  he  fays  was  the  general  Opini- 
on, as  you  may  read  in  the  beginning  of  his 
Examen  of  this  Play.  (^)  As  to  the  Perfor- 
mance  of  this  our  Countryman,  notwithfland- 
ing  his  Modefty,  and  Generofity  in  giving,the 
preference  to  Madam  ThiU'tps\iti  Tranflation, 
I think  it  no- ways  inferior  to  it,  at  leaft,  I 
dare  aver  that  it  far  tranlcends  that  Verfion 
publifht  by  Sr.  JVilUam  Lower. 

The  Plot  of  this  Play,  as  far  as  it  is  founded 
on  Hiflory,  may-  be  read  in  feveral  Authors, 
See  Livy,  I'lh.  i.  Florus^  lib.  i. , c*.  3.  Dionyjius 
HaUicarnaJJieus^  &c. 

There  are  other  Works  of  this  Author's 
w^riting,  which  fpeak  him  a great  Wit,' and 
Mafter  of  an  excellent  Fancy  and  Judgment: 
Such  as  his  Poem  call’d  The  JVonders  of  the 
Feaky  printed  in  o£lavo  Lofid.  1681 . His  Bur- 
lefque  Poems  call’d,  Scarrontdes.,  or  Virgil  Tra^ 
'Vejiky  a mock  Poem,  on  the  firft  and  fourth 
(b;  ^ 
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Books  ' of  P^ir^iF s (^/€neis  y printed  in  oftavd 
Lond.  i6qS.  'Tho' the  Title  feems  to  imply  as 
if  this  Poem  were  an  Imitation  of  ScarroftyVjho 
has  tranflated  Eight  Books  of  V'zr^il in  the  fame 
manner;  yet  thofe  who  will  compare  both 
thefe'  Pieces,  will  pofTibly  find  that  he  has  not 
only. exceeded  the  French,  but  all  others  that 
have  attempted  in  that  kind,  to  the  referve  of 
the  incomparable  Butler y the  fam’d  Author  of 
Hud'ihas  t and  I think  we  may  with  little  va- 
riation apply  the  following  Tetraftick  written 
by  Scaxron\  Uncle  to  this  our  Author. 

Si punEFum  omne  tulity  qui  mifeuit  utile  dulch 
Ludendo  ferihens  Jeriuy  quid  meruit  ? 

Virg ilii  miranda  kgenSy  ridere  juhetury 
Hoe  debet y Cotton,  Anglica  Mufa  tihi. 


There  are  feveral  of  Lucians  Dialogues  put 
into  Burlefque  Verfe,  printed  in  oftavo  Lond, 
1675*.  under  the  Title  oi  The  Scoffer  Scofty 
which  are  faid  to  be  writ  by  our  Author,  but 
-whether  this  be  true,  I muft  leave  to  thofe 
who  were  better  acquainted  with  him.  How- 
ever I muft  acquaint  the  Reader,  that  there  was 
iiot-long  fifloe  publiftit  a Volume  of  Poems  on 
Teveral  Qccafions , with  his  Name  prefixt, 
which  was  printed  in  a large  o61avo,  Lond. 
i68p.Amongft  which  is  a Copy  call’d  The  Ang-- 
krs  Ballady  which  puts  me  in  mind  of  another 
piece  writ  by  him  in  Profe,  call’d  The  Compleat 
Angler y being  Inftru&ons  how  to  angle  for  a 
Trout  or  Gr ailing  in  a clear  Stream,  being  a Se- 
cond Part  to  Mr.  Ifaac  IValtons  Book  on  the 
fame  Subjeft,  printed  in  oitavo  Lond.  i6^6. 
\ " and 
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and  dedicated  to  that  Virtuous  Man,  the  com- 
mon Father  of  all  Anglers.  This  Book  is  not 
unworthy  the  perufal  of  the  gravcft  Men  that 
are  Lovers  of  this  innocent  Recreation,  and 
thofe  who  are  not  Anglers,  but  have  a taft  of 
Poetry,  may  find  Mr.  Cotton\  Charade r better 
defcrib’d  by  himfelf,  in  a Copy  of  Verfes{prin- 
ted  at  the  end  of  that  Book)  called  T’hc  Retire^ 
mcnt^  than  any  that  I might  prefent  the  Reader 
taken  either  from  Colonel  Lovelace^  Sr.  ’^cn 
Cokam^  Robert  Herrick  Efq;  or  Mr..  Alexmder 
Brome  ; all  which  have  writ,V€rfe^  in  our  Au- 
thor s paife , but  in  my  poor  judgment  far 
fhortof  thefe  Stanzas  Irreguliers^v 
tAx.fValtm  (®)  truly  fays)  the.Reader  m^^y  fee  fo 
good  a Piilure  of  our  Author  s mind,^  th^tif  he 
be  bleft  with  a generous  Soul,  ^wifl-^caufe 
him  to  love  him,r(and  his  Memory)the 


thors  Affairs  of, Life,  or  Family  : and  chofe  ra- 
ther to  enlarge  on  their  Works  : but  Mr iCowlejr 
was  a Pcrfon  of  fo  great  Merit  and  Efteemin  the 
world  when  Living ; and  his  Memory  fo  frelh  ' 
in  the  minds  of  Learned  Men,  that  I am  oblig’d 
not  to  pafs  him  flightly  over.  ’Tis  true  my 
Predeceflbrs  in  this  Work,  I mean  Mr.ThtUips 
and  Mr.  JVinjimley^  have  givenEut  an  iraper- 
fc6l  account  of  Him,  or  his  Writings : but  as  I 

{z)  See  Leu«r  c'i  Mr.  Cottonj  aj  che  cnei  6t 


Abraham  Cowley.* 


?w 


i.: 


lEaVe  generally  hi  the  rto. contented  my  felf 
with  giving  a fuccinil  Account  of  eachAu- 


. pro- 


7^  Account  of  the  ' 

propofe  not  them  for  my  Pattern  in  this  Suh- 
jeiiy  fo  I mufh  puhlickly  own,  that  I have  fo 
great  a Veneration  for  the  Memory  of  this 
great  Man^  that  methinks  his  very  Name  feems 
an  Ornament  -to  my  Book,  and  deferves  to  be 
■fet  in  the  heft  Light  I can  place  it.  Wherefore 
, -I  (hall  be  as  careful  in  copying  his  Pidfure  from 
his-Writings,  as  an  Artilfc  would  be  iri  hitting 
'the  Features  of  his  Sovereign. 

' To  begin  firll  with  his  Birth  ; the  place  of 
his  Nativity  was  London^  and  the  time  which 
made  hisWinuous  Parents  happy  in  him,  was 
the  year  of  our  Lord  i6i8.  Tho’  his. Mother 
Jiad  no  prelbience  like  the  Parent  -of  the 
'T  great'^/V^i/,  (who  the/*  Night  before  her  de- 
livery dreamt  (he  brought  forth  a fprig  of 
^Lawreli"wMch  upon  thefetting  forthwith  be- 
came a TPree ; ) ^yet  it-m’ay  be'faid,  that  this  our 
EnglilhMaro^^xtysi  ripe  with  equal  fpeed,as  that 
famous  Topiary  Bough  planted  at  the  Roman 
Poets  Birth,  fprung  up  into  a beautiful  tall 
Tree,’ whibh  overtopf^  others  of  far  ri- 
* per  Age.  Thirteen  years  of  Age  be- 

^ ' gan  his  Studies  ^itMtUain ; but  this  our  Author 
' writ  his  Tragical  Hiflory  of  Tyramus.  and 
Thifbej  when  he  was  but  Ten  years  old ; his 
Conjiantia  and  ThiJetus  at  Twelve;  and  at 
Thirteen  had  publiflit  not  only  thefebut  feve- 
ral  other  Toetical Blojfoms^  ( which  fufficient- 
ly  prov’d  the  pregnancy  of  his  Wit:  and  all' 
this,  whilfl:  he  was  yet  but  zfVejiminJier  Schol- 
lar ; before  he  could  fay  with  fjivenal^  (^ ) 

Et  nos  ergo  manum ferula fubduximus-- 
'^d)  Th?  Tide  of  his  SjoL  (e)  Sau  i. 
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Nor  is  the  Charader  he  gives  of  himfelf  left  t 
full  of  Admiration  ; (*)  /That  even  when  he 
^ was  a very  young  Boy  at  School,  inftead  of 
‘ running  about  on  Holidays,  and  playing  with  / 
^ his  Fellows,  he  was  wont  to  fteal  from  them, 
^and  walk  into  the  Fields,  either  alone  with 
^ a Book ; or  with  feme  One  Companion,  if  he 
^ could  find  any  of  the  fame  Temper.  • 

His  firfi:  Inclinations  to  Poetry,  proceeded 
from  his  falling  by  chance  on  Spencers  Fahj 
(e)  ^With  which  he  was  lb,  infinitely 
^delighted,  and  which  by  degrees  lb  fill’d  his 
‘ head  with  the  tinkling  of  the  Rhime,  and  - 
^ dance  of  the  Numbers,  that  he  had  read  him 
^all  over  before  he  was  Twelve  years  old,  and 
^was  thus  made  a Poet  as  immediately  as  a 
^ Child  is  made  an  Eunuch.  Thus  he  gradualf 
^grew  up  to  that  maturity  both  of  Fancy  and 
^Judgment,  that  (in  the  ojJk^nion  of  a great  Maa 
now  living,  (**)  ‘ Whoever  would  do  him  right, 

^ Ihould  not  only  equal  him  to  the  principal  An- 
^cient  Writers  of  our  Nation,  biitlhoiiM 
^ alfo  rank  his  Name  amongfl:  the  Authors  ,af 
^ the  true  Antiquity,  the  beft  of  the  Greeks, 

^ and  Romans.  Nor  is  this  the  fence  only  of 
this  Worthy  Perfon,  and  Excellent  Poet,  but 
the  general  Opinion  of  the  Wits  of  both  Uni- 
verfities,  and  which  will  appear  obvious  to  AH 
that  (hall diligently  read  his  Works:  moftof 
which  were  writ,  or  at  lead  defign’d  whilfi:  he 
was  of  Trinity  Colledge  in  Cambridge^  and  of 
which  I Ihall  give  a fuccinil  Account,  begin- 

(0  Elfay  of  Himfelf,  pag.  145.  (g) p.  144.  (h)  Dr. 

See  hb  Life  ^ in  the  page* 
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8o  An  Jccount:  of  the 

ing  firft  with  his  EngliQa  Plays,  which  are 
. Three  in  Number,  viz. 

a Comedy  printed  in  quarto  ZoW. 
i6yo.  ^Made  (fays  the  Author  (*)  ) and  aded 
^before  the or  rather  neither  nor 
^aEied.  but  rough-dr avon  only,  and  repeated;  for 
^thc  haft  was  fo  great,  that  it  could  neither 
‘be  revifedy  or  perjeHed  by  the  Author.,  nor 
^learned  without  Book,  by  the  A£lors,  nor  fet 
‘ forth  in  any  Meafure  tolerably  by  the  Officers 
‘ of  the  Colledge. 

This  Mr.  Cowley  thought  fit  to  acquaint  the 
, Priw^Avith,  in  the  Prologue  which  was  fpo- 
ken  to  him  at  that  time  • as  the  Reader  may 
fee  by  the  following  Lines,  being  part  of  it. 

. Accept  our  hajiy  2.eal ; a thing  thafs  play  d 
Ere  'tis  a Tlay,  and aSied ere  'tis  made. 

Our.  Ignorance,  hut  our  Duty  too,  we  jldow: 
I would  all  ignorint  Teople  would  do  jo.  ' ■ 

. At  other  times,  expelt  om\JVit  and  Art  ; 
Ehis  Come  Ay  is  aBed  hy  the  Heart.  ' . 

‘ After  the  Reprefentation  (the  Author  tells 
‘us  (^)  he  began  to  look  it  over,  and  changed 
‘it  very ‘much,  ftrikingout  fome  whole  Parts, 
‘as  that  of  ^eloet,  and  the  Souldier ; but  he 
‘having  loft  the  Copy,  durft  not  think  it  de- 
‘ ferv’d  the  pains  to  write  it  again,  which  made 
‘him  omit  it  in  the  publication  of  his  Works 
‘in  Folio;  though  (at  that  time  he  acknpw- 
‘ lodg’d)  .there  were  fome  things  in  it,'  which 
‘he  was  not  afham’d  of,  taking  the  Excufe  of 
* his  Age  when  he  made  it.'  But  as  it  was  he 

(i)  Preface  to  his  Worksj  l^agy.  {k)  Ide/Pt 
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^accounted  it  only  the  hafty  firfl-Jitting  of  a 
‘Pi6lure,  and  therefore  like  to  refembic  him 
^accordingly. 

This  Comedy,  notwithftanding  lAT-.Covckys 
modeft  Opinion  of  it,  was  a£led  not  only  at 
Cambridge^  but  feveral  times  after  private- 
fyj  prohibition  of  the  Stage,  and  after 

the  Kings  Return,  publickly  2it  Dublin^  and 
never  faifd  of  Applaufe.  This  I fuppofe  put 
our  Author  upon  revifing  it ; and  there  being 
many  things  in  it  which  he  diflik't;  and  finding 
himielf  at  leifurein  the  Country,  he  fell  upon 
altring  it  alinofi:  throughout ; and  then  per- 
mitted it  to  appear  publickly  on  the  Stage,  un- 
der a new  Title,  as  indeed  ’twas  in  a manner 
a new  Play,  calling  it 

o Cutter  of  Cokman-Jireet^  afted  at  his  Royal 
Highnefs’s  ‘ Theatre,  printed  in  quarto  Lond, 
iddgi  This  Play  met  with  fome  Oppofition, 
at  its  Reprefentation  under  this  new  Name, 
from  fome  who  envyed  the  Authors  unfhaken 
Loyalty  to  the  Prince,  arid  the  Royal  Caufe,  in  ' 
the  worftof  Times;  but  afterwards  I fuppofe 
, the  Authors  Preface  (to  which!  refer  the 
Reader)  difpelfd  all  thofe  Clouds  rais’d  by  the 
Faftion  ; and  I have  feen  it  ailed  with  uni- 
verfal  Applaufe : and  I believe  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  all  unbyals’d  Judges  that  have  read,  or  feen 
it  ailed,  will  give  it  the  Approbation  of  an  ex- 
cellent Comedy : and  for  thofe  who  are  imfa- 
tisfied  concerning  his  Fidelity  to  his  King,  I 
niuft  refer  them  to  that  admirable  Defence 
writ  by  the  Reverend  Bilhop  of  Rocheiler  (^)  in 

F be- 
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82  ' ; Account  of  the 

behalf  of  this  excellent  Man,  it  being  too  co- 
pious to  be  inferted  here. 

Love's  Riddky  a Paftoral  Comedy,  written 
at  his  time  of  being  King’s  Scholar,  in 
minfler  School ; printed  firft  with  his  Toetkal 
f Blojfoms^  in  quarto  Lond.  1633.  but  fince  prin« 
ted  in  the  Second  Volume  of  his  Works,  inFoI. 
_Lond.  1681.  and  dedicated  by  a Copy  of  Verles 
to  the  truly  Worthy  and  Noble  Sr.  Kenelm 
^Djghy.  If  this  Play  be  confide  r’d,  according  to 
the  Authors  years  at  that  time,  ’twill  certainly 
be  allow’d  ftandard ; or  at  lead  needs  no  other 
Apology  then  what  the  Author  makes  for  it  in 
his  Dedication  to  his  Patron : 


Take  it  as  early  Fruits^  which  rare  appear^ 
Though  not  half  r)pe^  hutworjl  of  all  theyeaty 
Jlnd  if  it  pie ^'e your  Tafte^  my  Mufe  will Ja/y 
The  Birch  which  crown'd  her  theUy  is  grown  a 
Bay. 

It  might  be  expefted  that  I fhould  give  fomc 
Account  either  of  the  Plots  of  thefe  Plays,  or 
whence  he  has  borrow’d:  but  let  thofe  that 
think  fo,be  fatisfied  from  the  Famous  Denham  % 
Charafter,  That  he^  is  not  an  ^thor  of  that 
Stamp.  I hope  it  will  not  be  thought  Foreign 
to  my  purpofe,  to  tranferibe  part  of  that  Copy  [ 
which  he  writ  on  this  Admirable  Poets  Death 
and  Burial  amongfi:  the  Ancient  Poets.  The 
whole  Copy  deferves  to  be  engraved  in  Brafs  ; 
but  I (hall  here  tranferibe  only  what  is  to  our 
purpofe ; (">) 
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^ 0!J  Mother  W'tt^  and  Nature  gcrJe 
^ Shakcfpear,  Fletcher,  all  they  have  ; ' 

/w  Spencer,  ^«^/«Johnfon, 

Of  flower  Nature. got  the flart ; 

^ ' But  both  in  him  fo  equal  are ^ 

None  knows  which  hears  the  happy fl pare; 

To  him  no  Author  was  uninowny  - , 

Tet  what  he  wrote  was  aU  his  own  ; 

He  melted  not  the  ancient  Gold^ 

Nor  with  Ben  Johnfon  did mak^  hold 
To  plunder  all  the  Roman  Stores 
Of  Toets^  and  of  Orators : ' 

'Horace  his  H^it^  andYirgiVs State\  ^ 

He  did  not  fieal^  hut  emulate^ 

And  when  he  would  like  thein  appear^ 

Their  Garh^  hut  not  their  Cloatbsj  did  'wear, 

' As  to  his  other  Works  in  Englifh,  they  con-  ^ 
fid  both  of  Verfe  and  Profe ; amongfl  which 
are  his  Love  Verfes,  call’d  The  Miflrefs  ; which 
were  firft  printed  in  od:3.yo  Lond.  16^7.  from 
a CoTTC&  Copy  written  by  the  Author  himfelf^ 
and  fince  they  are  printed  in  Folio,  with  leve- 
ral  of  his  other  Pieces.  Thefe  Poems  are  high- 
ly applauded  by  the  generality  of  judicious , 
Men,  and  notwithftanding  the  nice  fcniples  of 
Ibme,  it  is  an  undeniable  Truth  which  the 
knowing  Writer  of  his  Life  lays  down,  (") 

^ That  never  yet  fo  much  was  written  on  a Sub- 
^ je£l  fo  Delicate,  that  can  \efs  offend  the  fe- 
^ VC  reft  rules  of  Morality. 

I dare  notprel'unie  to  give  a particular  Cha- 
rafter  of  his  Works:  therefore  I fliall  refer 

■ ■■  ' — . itii  . .■.■■jiwiiiMiwi.Mi 

iui  //.  u.  ” ■ ^ 
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them  t6  the  large  Account  of  his  Life,  written 
by  vthe  ^ exacSt  and  ingenious  Author  aBove- 
~ mentioned,  or  to" the  Readers  own  judgment.. 
They  confiflof  Mifcellanies,  Anacreontiques, 
and  Pindariques ; or  Ibme  Copies  of  Verfes 
tranflated  Paraphraftically  out  of  Anacreon  and 
Tindar : dii'the  later  Le  has  writ  Notes,  as  re- 
plete with  Learning^as  his  Odes  with  Wix  and 
Fancy,  and  .which  inoft. admirably  explain  the 
moll  difficult  and  abflriife  Paflages. 

Befides  thefe  he  has  pnbliffit  an  Epique  Poem 
call’d  Z)avideis^  a Satred  Poem  of  the  Troubles 
of  Davhd^  in  Four  Books : -tho’  delign’d  by  the 
Author  to  be  continu’d  and  extended  toTwclve; 
not  for  the  Tribes  fake,  but  in  imitation  of 
As  it  is  a great  grief  to  the  Lovers  of 
Poetry,  that  he  liv’d  not  to  finiffi  the  Work  ; 
fo  ’tis.the  Opinion  of  an  eminent  Critick,  (0) 

^ Thaf  as  it'  may  be  lamented,  that  he'  carried* 
^ not ‘on  the  Work  fo  far  as  he  defign’d,  fo  it^ 
^ might  be  wiffit  that  he  had  liv’d  to  Revife 
^ what  he  did  leave  us : J -think  the  Troubles 
^ of  "David  is  neither  Title  nor  Matter  proper 
for  an  Heroick  Poern^;  feeing  it  is  rather  the 
^A6lions  than’^his  Sufferings,  that  make  ai^ 
^Heroe:  nor  can  it  be  defended  by  Homer*s'^ 
^Odj/J^eisfinQeUIj'ffess  Sufferings  conclude  with'* 
^one  gfeat.and  perfecl  Aclion.  Yet  notwith-' 
(landing,  this  judicious  Author. alio* ws,  fThat 
^in  x\\e  Davideis  (Fragment  and  imperfe 61  as 
^ it  is^^ there. ffiines  fomelhing  of  a more  fine, 

^ nVoreYree"  more  new,  and  mote  noble  air,  than, 

.J*  . V J t ^ . Z.  %/  « • iU* • 
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! ^ appears  in  the  Hieruj'alem  ofTaffoj  tyhich  for 

I ^all  his  carCj  is  fcarce  perfe£Uy  purg’d  from 
' ^Pedantry. . And  after  all  fays,  ‘That in  the 
‘ Lyrick  way  however  Comley  far  exceeds  him, 
•‘and  all  the  reft  of  the  Italians.  Tho’  Jacobus 
Thilippus  T.omafinus^  Laur.  and.  other 

I -great  Men  give  him  an  extraordinary  Cha- 
I'  rac^Ier.-  But  to  return  to-' our  Author,  what^ 
ever  faults  Mr.  Cowley  may  have  committed  in 
the  Oeconomy  of  his  Poem,  (as  Mr.  Rymer 
reckons  up.others)  if  it  be  confidcr’d,'- ‘ That, 
■‘he  writ  the  greateft  part  of  it,  (as.theAu- 
‘ thor  ..of  his  Life  bbferves)  tvhilfl  .he  was  a 
i ' f young  Student  in  Trinity  Cblledge  in  Cam- 
bridge^  arid  withal  refleil  on  the  vaftnefs  of 
‘ ‘ the  Argument,  and  -his  ■ manner  of  Handling 

»‘it,  he  may  feem  lihe  one  of.  the  Miracles  he 
‘there  adorns,  lik^  a.Boy  attempting.^Goliah, 
The  refi  of  his  Yerfesi  are  written  ion  feveral 
' Occafions,  and  for  what  remains  uhfpoken  of 
^ in  his  Second  Volume,  they  are  Verfes  which 
^ he  made  when  he,.was'ja  King’s  Scholar,  arid 
i to, which  he  gave  the^Title  of  \Syhd,z  .-P 
I ^ As  to  his  Pieces  in  Englifh  Profe,ithey  arc 
Difcoiirfes  hy  way  of  EHays,  upon  grave  and 
ferious  Subjeils ; where  he  giveSithe  :truefl 
and  bell:  Character  of  himfelf,  and  his  thoughts 
during  his  Retirement.  :;Thefe,  with  feveral 
others  .which  he  defign’d  to  add  ; he  intended 
had  not  Death  prevented -him,-  to  have  dedica- 
ted to  his  old  Patron  the  Eaii^of:St.  Albansy^ 
f As  a Teftimony  of  his  entire  Relpeftsiohim: 
‘and  a kind  of  Apology  for  having rleitiliu-^ 

‘ mane^ Affairs  in  the  llrength  of  his*Age;  i^hife 
. 'Eg  ‘he 
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^ he  might  fiill  have  been  fcrviceable  to  his 
^ Country.  But  notwiihffcanding  his  Death,  his 
intentions  are  made  good  by  his  worthy  F riend 
the  careful  Overfeer  of  his  Writings,  who  has 
paid  in  this  Legacy  according  to  the  will  and 
intention  of  the  deceafed  Telcator.  j 

His  Latine  Works  contain  the  two  former  I 
Books  of  his  "Dciv'idds  ; a Latine  Comedy  call’d 
Natifragium  Jaculare^  which  was  aSed  before 
the  Univerfity  oi Cambridge  by  the  Members  of 
Irinity  Colledge,  the  fecond  day  of  February 
1638.  and  his  Foemata  Latina.,  printed  in  o£t"a* 
vo  i6d8.  confifling  of  Six  Books  of  Plants,  | 
and  One  of  Mifcellanies ; ofiwhofe  feveral 
Charrafter,  you  will  find  an  account  in  his  Life  : . 
where  you. may  like  wife  find  a defeription  of 
his  Temper,  Converfation,  which  would 
fwell  this  Volume  beyond  its  defign  d Bulk,  to 
relate:  All  that  I fhall  acquaint  you  further 
with  is/  that  this  belt  of . Poe ts^  that  ever  our 
Nation  product  and  a Man  of  fo  excellent  a 
Temper,  in  the  Opinion  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,,  that  he  was  pleas’d  to  fay  of  him  upon  j 
•the  news  of  his  death,  that  Mr*  Cowley  had  | 
noth  ft  abetter  Man  behind  him  in  England.  | 
This  Excellent  Man  I fay.  Died  after  a Fort-  i 
nights  Sicknefs,  of  a Stoppage  in  his  Breaft 
and  Throat,  accompanied  with  a violent  De- 
fluftion^  He  was  Buried  at  Wefiminjier  Abby, 
near  Two  of  our  moft  eminent  Englifh  Bards, 
Chaucer y zud  Spencer  ; his  Corps  being  attend, 
cd  with  a numerous  Train  of  Perlbns  of  the 
moft  eminent  Rank,  both  for  Birth  and  Virtue. 
The  late  Duke  oi Buckingham  his  Noble  Friend 

and 
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and  Patron,  has  erc(5led  a Magnificent  Menu- 
ment  over  his  Alhes  in  teffcimony  of  his  Af- 
fection ; whofe  Sculpture  you  may  fee  at  the 
beginning  of  his  Second  Volume.  Tho*  I take 
it  for  granted  that  every  Lover  of  Poetry  hath 
the  Works  of  this  Worthy  Ornament  of  our 
Nation  : (fince  in  my  weak-  judgment,  what 
was  faid  oid'Urffes  by  the  great  Car- 

dinal RkhlieUy  may  more  truly  be  faid  of  our 
Authors  Works,  That  he  was  not  fit  to  be  ad* 
niitted  into  the  Academy,  who  had  not  beeri 
before  well  read  in  ^Jiraa ;)  yet  fince  his  Epi- 
tanh  may  prove  an  Embellifhment  to  this" 
Work,  I fliall  tranferibe  it: 

^ ABRAHAMUS  COWLEIUS,  * ' * . 

Anglorum  TmdaruSy  FlacctiSy  MarOy  ' : 

' , "Delkidiy  *DecuSy  T>ejiderium  ^yEvi  fui^  , 

Hkjuxta  Jitus  eji,  - 

' ylurea  dum  voUtant  late  tua  feripta  per  arhem 
Et  Fama  aterntun  vms  7)mne  ToeSUy 
Hk placidajaceas  retjuky  Cufiodjat  urnam 
Cana  jides  vigdentque  perenni  lampade  Muja  ; 
Sk  facer  ijie  Locus y Nec  quis  temerarius  aufit  * 
Sacrilegu  turhare  manu  Fenerahile  Bujlum. 
IntaSh  maneanty  maneant  per  fecula  Mulcts  ‘ 
COULEI  cinereSyferventque  immohUefciXum,  ^ 
■ Sk  Fovet  • 

Fotumq;  fuum  apudToflerosfacratum  ejfe  voluity 
viro  Incomparabi  pojfuit  fepukrah  marmor  .* 
GEORGIUS  DUX  BUCKINGHAMLE.. 

ExceJJit  e vita  An.yEt.  49.  & homrifica pompa 
eJatusex  0£d.  Buckinghamianis,  viris  Illujirk 
hus  omnium  Ord,  exfequias  celibr antibus Jepultus 

ejidk  I 
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I forgot  to  acquaint  the  Reader,  that  there 
have  been  two  Pieces  falfly  afcrib’d  to  this  Au- 
thor, One  a Poem  call’d^  y/6^  Iron  which, 

w’as  publiflit  during  our  Authors  refidence  in 
France^^ on  which  he  himfelf  has  fharply  re- 
fiefted  at  the  Entrance  of  his  Preface  to  his 
Works.  The  other  Poem  is  father’dupon  him 
by  Mr.  ThUltps  and  Air.  fFinJiankjy  which  they 
call  Antonins  and'Mellida^  which  in  truth-  is 
hot  a Poem,  but<a  Play  in  Two  Parts, -written  | 
by  John  Marfton.  'Tho*  I can  give  hid  Account 
how  Mr.  T hi  dips  fell  into  this  miftake,  yet  I 
’know  very  well,  that  the  little  Poem  he  fpeak§  ' j 
of  (‘i)  is  call’d  Conjiantia  andThiktusr  As  for  i 
M r.  IFinfianley^  he  like  blind  Bayard  boldly  fol-  ’ 
lows  the  former  at  a venture ; but  he  may  'i 
by  this  learn,  the  truth  of  that  old  Proverb ; 
iMi  Corni  malum  ovumj  Like  Capenter^  like 
Chips-’  There  is  an  Ode  written  by  Mr.  Cpvoley 
for  hen.Majefty,  Queen  to  King  Charles  the 
Firfl:,  printed  in-  the  begining  of  Mr.  Tates 
QoHeftion  of  Poems  pn  feveral  Oceafions,prin- 
ted  imoftavo  Lond  i68y.  There  was  a New 
Edition  * of  .his.Works  with  a' Table,  andthe 
Verfes  that  were  made  on  his  Death,  by  the 
WitsHll^Age,  prin^^  Lond, 

iTBairaoS'lUw  given 

him  by  Mr.  Evelyn,  in  his  Imitation  of  ^vtd\ 
'^Itgj.ad !nvidos;  (^^  O > 

So  longJhallCowlty  he  admir'd  above 
^ The  Croud,  as  fiavid’r  Trouhks-pity  move,  ^ 
TillkL'oma,nceafe  tocharm,and  'l  nth  to  love ^ 
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Robert  Cox.  . ' 

An  Excellent  Comedian  that  liv’d  in  the 
Reign  of  . King  Charles  the  Firft,  One,  who 
when  the  Ring-leaders  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
Reformers  of  the  Nation  fupprefl:  the  Stage, 
• betook  himfelf  to  making  Drolls  or  Farces; 
fnch  as  were  and  ; Oenone^  with 

the  Hmiionrs  of  Bumkm  ; Hohhinals  Singing 
Simkm  ; and  Simpleton  the  Smith ; which  un- 
der the  Colour  of  Rope-dancing,  were  allow’d 
to  be  afted  at  Red- Bull  Play-houfe  by 

ftealth,  and  the  connivance  of  thofe  ftraight 
lac’d  Governors.  ’Thefe  Parts  he.  ufually  aded 
himfelf,  and  fo  naturally,  that  'once  after  he  had 
play’d  Young  Simpleton  at  a Country  Fair,  a 
noted  Smith  in  thofe  parts,  who  faw  him  a(^ 
catpe  to  him,  and  offer’d  to  take  him  as 'his 
Journey-man,  and  to  allow  him  Twelve-pence 
' a Week  more  than  the  rcfl. 

-NVrwasit  'm , London  ^ but  in  the  Uiii- 
verfity  like  wife,  that  our  Aftor  was  applauded  e 
infomuch  that  a -Poetical  Butler. took  fudi  a' 
Fancy  to  his  Ailing,  that,  he  was^  pleafed  to 
oblige  him  with  a Prologue,  that  he  might  apj 
pear  in  form^  as  he  had  feen  the  Members  of 
the  Colledge  he  belonged  to,  at  the  Ailing  a 
Play  in  Clmjimafs,;  part  of  which,  for  the 
Readers  Diverfion,  and  as  a Sample  of  the  Ta- 
lent of  this  Chip  of  TernaJfuSy  I have  fet  down 
as  follows?  . h 

Courteous  Spe  Stators^  we.  are  your  Relator  Sj  T 
Neither  Tylers.^  nor  Slat  or  s.,  nor  your  Vexaiorsi 
But  J'mhas  will  firm  to  pledfej  willy  ou  Jit  at 
^ your  ' And 
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ArjJfpeak  fuch  words  as  may  he  fpok^n^ 

And  not  by  any  be  mijioken  ; &,c,  • - 

Tbefe  Drolls  were  printed  in  qnarto 

Second  Edition,  butfirlt  printed  by  Tho. 
Newcomb  ior  the  ufe  of  the  Author.  They 
are  fince  printed  in  a Colle6lion  of  Drolls, 
call’d  Sport  upon  Sporty  for  Kirktnany  in  o£lavo 
Lond. 

^ John  Crown. 

A Perfon  now  living,  who  has  attempted  all 
Ibrts  ol  Dramatick  Poetry,  with  different  fuc* 
cefs.  If  I may  be  allow’d  to  fpeak  my  Send* 
ments,  I think  his  Genius  feems  fitteft  for  Co- 
medy ; tho’  poflibl  his  Tragedies  are  no  ways 
contemptible  ; of  all  which,  in  my  weak  judg- 
jnent,  his  T>ejiruSt  'ion  ofjejufakm  feems  the 
«/  bdL  He.has  written  Fifteen  Plays,  of  which 
Alphabetically. 

Andromache y a Tragedy  ailed  at  the  Duke’s 
Theatre,  and  printed  in  quarto  Lond,  167^. 
This  Play  Mr.  Crown  claims  no  farther  lhare 
in,  than  the  turning  it  into  Profe,  it  being 
tranflated  from  the  French  ofMonfieur  RacinCy 
by  a young  Gentleman,  who  had  a great  efleera 
for  all  P'rench  Plays,  and  particularly  forthis'; 
but  whofe  Genius  in  Verfe,  it  feems  was  not 
' very  fortunate.  In  a word,  Mr.  Crown  has 
written  an  Epifde  to  clear.himfelf  of  the  Scan- 
dal (as  he  terms  it)  of  fo  poor  a Tranflation. 
This  Play  tho  well  efleem’d  in  the  Original,had 
cot  its  expefted  fuccefs  on  our  Englifh  Stage. 

The  French  Author  has  followed  in 

his 
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his  Story.  See  Lrk  3.  He  tranfcribcs  the  Paf- 
fage  begining  at  Verle  ipz. 

Ltttorajue  Ep  'tri  kghnm^portufjue  [ubimus 
Chaonioy^  celfum  ButhroU  ajcendimus  urbem. 
And  then  skipping  feven  Verfes  which  relate 
to  her  Marriage  with  Helknus^  he  ends  with 
the  death  of  Tyrrhus  by  Or^jUs  at  the  Altar  of 
yipolloy  or  as  ibmc  would  have  it,  One  which 
he  eieded  in  memory  of  his  Father  Achilles. 
The  Author  has  followed  Euripides  his  A^J'eo- 
in  the  Charafter  of  Hermione^  and  her 
jealous  Tranfports : but  in  that  of  Andromache y 
^he  rather  chiifes  to  (hew  her  on  the  Stage,  as 
the  Widow  of  HeBory^dcciTyrrhuSy  and  fbl- 
licitous  to  preferve  the  Life  of  AftyanaXy  than 
MoloJJ'us:  this  being  conformable  to  the  gene^ 
ral  Idea  which  People  have  of  Andromaclie. 

Ambitious  StatefmaHy  or  The^ Loyal  E^oritCy 
a Tragedy  ailed  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  by  his 
Majehies  Servants,  printed  in  quarto  Lend. 

1 679.  and  dedicated  to  her  Grace  the  Dutchels  ^ 
of  Albermarle.  This  Play  is  in  the  Poets  O- 
pinion,  the  moft  vigorous  of  all  his  Labours, 
but  born  in  a time  (b  unhealthy  to  Poetry,  that 
it  met  not  with  the  Applaufe  which  (bme  peo- 
ple thought  it  deferv’d.  I know  not  what  Au- 
thor Mr.  Crown  has  follow’d,  or  whence  he 
hath  taken  his  Plot : but  I fuppofe  by  his  Am- 
bitious State/man^  he  means  Bernard  d Armagh 
nac  the  feventh,  Comte  d ArmagnaCy  and  Con- 
liable  of  France  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Sixth.  My  Reafon  for  this  Con je^u re  is, 
that  he  (peaks  of  Henry  the  Fifth’s  Landing 
in  France y which  was  in  the  time  of  that  King. 

Thole- 
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/ThofeAuithors' who  have  treated  of  his  Reign, 
are  J.  de  Labour eur'^  fllf-  de  Ch.  VI.  Eng^^erand 
da  Moi'ijfrelet  Chxon.  .J.  froiffard.  Chron.  de  Fr. 

VEmoTres  de  Marf.  du  Be/lay, 
Jeati  Juvenal  des  Urfins  HlB[  de  Ch  VI.  De 
jSer\r<f^.,  Mczerayy  to  which^  I refer' the 
eReader  f^r  better  fi^jsfadion.  . 

Calljig^  The  ChaJillymph;  a Mafque  at 

, .Court,.  Ir-eqiiently  prefented  there  by  Perfons  ' 
of  great  Qiiality,  with  the  Prologue;  ♦ and  the 
Songs  between  the  A^ls.:  printed  hi  quarto 
Lond.  and  dctimted  to  her  Highnefs  , 

the  Lady  dlMary^  EJdeft  Daughter  of -his.Royal 
\PIighnds:*  the  Duke'.  This  Mafque  was  writ 
^at  the  .Command  of  her  prefent  Ma  jeRy  : aiid^ ' 
^was  rehearfed  near  Thirty  times,  alljxhe  Re- 
pr^entations  being  follow’d  by  throngs  ofPer- 
^ibtis-ofvthe  greatdi  Quality,  and  very  often 
jgrac’d  lyi.th  their  Majeilies  and  Royal  High- 
meflgs  rPrefqnqet  The  Play  was  alter’d  by  the 
.-Poet  from  wliac  it  \vasat  HrR;  that  which  re- 
.mains  of  thej^fiiR  dohg«?  known  by 

^it-3;being  written  in  the  Pind^rick  way/,  that  | 
which  has  been  alter’d  being  in  Heroick  Verfq. 
.The  Riot  is  foundedr.on: ft,  Story  in  Ovid's 
Jamorplxo/isj  fee  L'lb.lF.  fFe^h.  y-,  6. 
d Ghaxkfdhe  -EdghtL  of  France^  or  The.Inva- 
fmi  of  Jlapk^  by  tbe^Frenchj  a HiRory  writ  in 
.Heroick Ye, rfe,  aHedat  his  Highnefs  the  Duke 
.of  Torkis  Theatres  printed  ^in  quarto  Lend, 
i'6'8.o.  and  dedicated  tp  the  Right  Honourable 
,John  Earl  of  Rochejiav  This  Play  notwith- 
■Ibnding  the  Patronage,  of  his  Lordfbip,  could 
not  efcape  his  Railefy.*  for,inJiis  Imitation 
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,of  ffovleau\  third  Satyr  he  brings  in  Mr.Croivft 

as  follows ; (0  ^ 

‘ Kickiim  for  Crown  dedard;  faid^  mRomance^' 
He  had  out -done  the  very  ^iVc,  France. 
H'^itnefs*  Pandion,  and  his  Charles  the  Eight ; 
M^here  a young  Monarchy  Pfkfo^F^te 7.x 

~Thd  foreign  Hoops  and  Rebels dfoock  his*§tate^ 
Complains  another  Jight  afoii&s  him  more ^ ^ 
{viz.)  (t)The  Queens  Galleys  rowing, {i'pni’ 
the  Shore,  \ ^ 'li  \ i]  ' ■' 

Fitting  their  Oars  and  Tackling  to  be  gone  ' 
Whilfl  fponing  Waves  Imtl’d  on  the,  riling' 
Sun. 

hVaves fmiling  on  the  Sun  iTm  fure  thaffnevsiy 
* ylndPv9as  mil  thought  on.give  thedJevilhfo  due^ 


For  the  Plot  of  this  Play,  as  far  as  it  con-- 
cerns  Hiftory,  confult  thofe  who  have  written 
the  Affairs  of  Charles  VIII.  ^sThilip  de  Com- ^ 
mines's  Memoir eSy-  Rohertus  Gaguinu's  Rer,  Gat. 
Annal.  Guillaume  de  Jaligry  Hift.  deCh.  HI  I 1\ 
F de  Bellejoreji  THifi.  de  neuf  Roys  Charles^ 
de  France^  Andre  de  la  Vigne  ^ Guicciardine  I 
Mezeray^  &c.  ' 

City  TolitiqueSy  a Comedy  ailed  by  his  .Ma- 
jellies  Servants ; printed  in  quarto  Lorid.  idSg. 
This  Play  (which, I have  feen  ailed  with  Ap-' 
pla'nfe)  is  a fevere  Satyr  upon  the  Wfiiggilh* 
Failion  but  tho/  the  Author  was^acctis  a frfr* 
abuling-.an  Eminent  Serjeant  at  FaV^;%Td  liis* 
Wife,  under  the^Ch  a rapiers  qf 
Z^/c^^i,Vhd'£ Ic^t^ih  Bdilor  under^the  Name 
of  Tmchyi,*yel\iifo2is'l^  cledxff  hint- ' 

feiftH  y.  toV.'  (0  s.s 
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felf  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Reader,  to  which  I' 
refer  you. 

Country  JVit^  a Comedy  afted  at  the  Duke  s 
Theatre,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  and 

dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Earl  of  Middle] ex.  T lis  Comedy  is  of  that 
Kind,  which  the  French  call  BaJJe  Comedie^  or 
Low  Comci^^  one  degree  remov’d  from  Farce. 
This.  Play,  notwithltanding  the  Faftion  againfl 
it,  pafs*d  the  Teft,  and  was  approv’d  by  his 
Majefty  King  Charles  the  Second,  whom  the 
judicious  part  of  Mankind  will  readily  acknow- 
ledge to  be  a fovereign Judge  of  Wit,  Part  of 
the  defign  is  borrow’d  from  a Comedy  of  MoU 
Here's  call’d  Le  Sicilieny  ou  t Amour  Teintre ; 
and  I mull  take  the  freedome  to  tell  our  Eng- 
lifli  Author,  that  part  of  the  Language,  as  well 
as  the  Plot  is  ftollen  from  that  Play.  Witnefs 
Rambles  turning  Piftu re-drawer  to  gain  an  Op- 
portunity to  difeourfe  Betty  Frifque  : which 
the  Reader  may  be  pleafed  to  compare  with 
the  Intrigue  between  AdraHcyZxAlJidore  A6L 
I.  Sc.  lo.  befides  other  places.  I fhall 
leave  it  to  thofe,  who  unde rdand  French,  to 
judge  whether  our  Author  has  put  in  praftice 
the  Rule  which  he  has  laid  down  in  his  Epiftle 
to  the  7>eJlruSiion  of  Jerufalem ; That  all  For- 
reign  Coin  niufl  be  melted  doWn,  and  receive 
a new  Stamp,  if  not  additiott  of  Mettal,  before 
it  will  pafs  currant  in  England^  and  be  judged 
Sterling, 

7)arjus  King  of  Terjiai^  a Tragedy  afted  by 
their  Majeflies  Servants,  printed  in  quarto 
Lond.i6ik.  and  dedicated  to  Sr.  George Hewytt. 

Ba- 


t^^Any;p^y^y^; 


KG':'  ■-•■':  ^ ,v.:  -u  V:^:  4 

' :i‘‘  :'’’;"‘t''  • ,'.■  . ‘ 1 .T^Vi-v^rU  v»ft  ^4j-  ^ 

^‘.  r.':  ■:' ’ > 


- 


„.^W^r‘v,:>';-^'/ ;;V: 


Ijn^y'A  ix, 

i.  •<‘ii’;4ftt'^ 't  •’ 
rr  -':: 


mvli. 


' . -A;:..-';::  :'  i:  ■■ 

' ^ ■:G*p.i:<^ ' 

‘.>»!{.v  ■ ■ ■ '.  ■■'•• 


' 4 sV  ~.*V'  /■'»  • '• . - ‘w  rii  • - ' •*  A r'*  ; • 


h‘ 


/U'  <4'1^‘J'.  ; M-  ' 

^y*  ■’;;*( it •;  ■•'■'/'  ! •.^;  M^^*"**  ^ '-iprj^ 


‘V^{;  .{'  .' 


•V.? 


i '. 


-■  '^'  *tii\ 


iU::4vv; 


■ iti^«i  1 l<i»  . rt  ^ ? I . 


•y  <r 


f h'^:M 


1-4 


? 7i 


'<** 


.<ft 


r,  c 


./  .»  ’ (i\;‘ 


Jfil'  ;-^ 


4^ 


K'm 


■^44* 


'^4,, 


■^<i- 


riti 


m 


iifA' 


hit 


Vi 


p- 


Dramatick  Poets.  95 

Baronet,  One  of  the  Lieutenants  of  his  Ma* 
jeflies  Horfe-Guard.  If  I milbke  not  the  Au- 
thor has  copyed,  or  atleafl  imitated  Ruripldes 
\ his  HppoUtuSj  and  in  the  Charadlers 

I of  Memnon  2indi  Bat  zana.  For  the  Plot  as  far 

I'  as  it  concerns  'Darius^  I have  already  men* 

I tion’d  in  the  Account  ot  the  Earl  of  Sterlincy 
I pag.  4.  as  Curtins^ 

J)eJiru^ion  of  Jerufakm  by  Titm  Vefpafliiny  y- 
in  Two  Parts ; aded  at  the  Theatre  Koyal ; 
printed  in  quarto  Lond,  i6'-'n.  and  dedicated 
to  her  Grace  the  Dutchds  ofTorrfmoutk.  Thefe. 
Tragedies  are  written  in  Heroick  Verfe,  and 
were  aded  with  good  Applaule.  As  to  the  Au- 
thors Charader  of  Phraartes^  I leave  it  to  the 
Criticks,'  and  refer  the  Reader  to  his  EpifHe 
for  fatisfadion.  The  Hiflorical  part  of  thefe 
Plays,  may  be  read  at  large  mjofphus  dc  Bello 
Judaico.  Other  Authors  have  likewife  toucht 
upon  it.*  as  Baronins  Annal.Tom.  i.  A.C.  72,.  • 
Eufebtus  /.  5.  c.  6.  Xiphi linns  Epitome"  Hiji. 
T>ion.  in  Eit,  Veppafiam^  Suetonius  Life  of  T. 
Eefpaf.  Tacitus  Hift.  I y.  &c.  ^ 

Englijh  Friar-  or  The  Toxm  Sparks ; a Co-' 
medy  aded  by  their  Majefties  Servants,  prin- 
ted in  quarto  Lond  1690.  and  dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honourable  IViUiam  Earl  of  IDevonlhire, 
What  Succefs  ihis  Play  met  with,  the  objedi- 
ons  againftic,  and  the  Authors  defence  , the 
Preface  will  inform  you. 

Henry  the  Sixth  the  Firft  Part,  with  the 
Death  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucejier ; a Tragedy 
aded  at  the  Duke  s Theatre,  printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  1^81.  and  dedicated  to  Sr.  Charles  Sidley. 

This 


9<5  " ' Jn  JccoHht  of  the 

This  Play  is  (if  1 miftakc  not)  very  mtich  borl 
row’d  from  the  Second  Part  of  Sbakefpears 
Henry  the  Sixth  ; tho’  Mr.  Cro'^xn  with  a little 
too  much  affiirance. affirms,  that  he  has  no  T'u  - | 
tie  to  the  Fortieth  part  oi'  it.  This  Play  was  1 
• oppos’d  by  the  Popifli  Fadion,  who  by  their^  | 
Power  at  Court  got  it  fnpprdl: : however  it  was  I 
well  receiv’d  by  the  Rdfcofthe  Atidiencc.  I 

Henry  the  Sixth  the  Second  Part , or  the  I 
Mifery  ol  Civil- War  ; a Tragedy  aded  at  the  | 
Duke’s  Theatre,  printed  in  quarto  ! 

Part  of  this  Play  likewife  is  borrow’d  front  ] 
Shakefpear.  For  the  Plot  read  the  Chronicles 
ofthofe  Times,  writ  by  Grafton^  HolUngflKad^ 
Truflel^  Martinftow^Speed^BiondipDu  Chefnef^c. 

Juliana^  or  The  Trincefs  of  Toland ; a Tragi* 
Comedy  adted  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
oil'ork\  Theatre:  printed  in  quarto  Lond. 
1(571.  arid  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  , 

' ‘Roger  Earl  of  Orrery.  This  was  the  £rii  Play 
N this  Author  writ,  which  if  it  be  not  fo  well 
penn’d  as  feveral  cif'his  later  ProduriHons , 

It  does  but  verify  his  own  Obfervation,  (“) 

^ That  th(^re  are  few  Authors  but  have  had 
^ ^'thofe  flips  from  their  Prune,  which  their  riper 
^Thoughts  either  were,  or  at  leafl:  had  reafon 
^ to  be  affiam’d  of 

Sr.  Courtly  NicCj  or  ft  cannot  he^  a Qomedy 
' ' a£led  by  his  Majefties  Servants,  printed  in 
iyad.no. Lond.  i(58y/  and  dedicated  todiis' Grace 
the  Duke  of  iThisTlay  was  written 

at  the  Command  of  his  late  Majefly  K.  Charles 
the  Second,  who  gave  Mr.  a Spahifli  Play 

'(u*)  Epiille' Dedicatory.  iwVi 
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No  pued efer : ,ox  It  cannot  he;  out  of  which 
he  took  part  of  the  Name,  and  Dcfign  of  this. ' 
This  Comedy,  or  at  Icaft  the  Plot,  as  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  Spanifli  Plot,  has  formerly  appear’d 
on  the  Stage, under  the  Title  of  Tarawa's  fV'tks. 

Sr.  Courtly^  Song  of  Stop  Thief ^ is  a Paraphrafc  ^ 
of  Mafcaride's  AuTokur  in  Molliere's  Les pre^ 
cieufes  Ridicules,  This  Piay  is  accounted  an 
excellent  Comedy,  and  has  been  frequently 
afted  with  good  Applaule.  ^ 

Thyejies^  a Tragedy  atSed  at  the  Theatre  , 
Royal  by  their  Majclties  Servants ; printed  in 
quarto  Lond.  1681.  The  Plot  of  this  Play  is 
founded  on  Senecas  Tb/eJleSy  and  feems  to  be 
an  Imitation  of  that  Play.  I know  not  whe- 
ther  our  Author  eyer  faw  the  Italian  Play  on 
this  Subjeft,  written  by  Ludoviem  Hulcis^ 
which  is  commended  by  t>elrio  ; or  the  French 
. Tragedies  of  Roland Brijfet.^  and  Benoijl  Bau* 
duyn : but  I doubt  not  but  this  Play  may  vie 
•with  either  of  them : at  lead  the  French  Plays, 
which  in  the  Opinion  of  fonic,  are  very  mean. 

I know  nothing  elfe  of  our  Authors  writing, 
except  that  Romance  above-mention’d,  which 
I never  faw. 


2). 

John  Dancer,  alias  Dauncy.^ 

I 

An  Author  of  whofe  place  of  Nativity,  or 
other  pafl'ages  of  Lite  I am  able  to  ^iveno 
Account.  Ail  I know  of  him  is,  that  be  liv’d  in 

Q the 
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the  Reign 'of  King  Charks  the^ Second;  aiid 
that  his  Tranflations  fliew  him  well  vers’d  in 
the  French,and  Italian  Tongue.  He  has  oblig’d 
us  with  Three  Dramatick  Plays,  tranflated 
from  the  Originals  of  three  Eminent  Poets, 
mz.  Taffoj  Corneille y and  ^inau/t. 

ylgrifpa  King  of.Alha^  or  The  Falfe  Tiherinus^ 
a Tragi-Comedy-  in  Heroick  Verfe  ; feveral 
times  a£led  with  great  Applaufe,  before  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond^  then  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland^  at  .the  Theatre  Royal  in 
T)uhlin ; printed  in  quarto  Llond.  1675^.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lady 
tyrlary  Cavendilloj  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
?nond.  This  Play  is  tranflated  from  the  F rench  i 
of  Monfieur  an  Author  well  known 

amongft  thofe  that  are  converfant  in  French  ; 
f^oetry,  fe  veral  of  whofe  Pieces  have  appear’d 
on  the  Englifli  Stage  as  La  Genereufe  Ingra- 
titude ; V Amant  Indijhet  ;Le  Fan  t of  me  amou- 
reux  ; &c.  I know  not  whether  this  Tranfl'a- 
tion  be  equal  to  the  Original,  haying  never 
feen  the  4ater ; neither  can  I give  any  account 
of  the  Plot,  which  I take  to  be  fictitious. 

Amintaj  a Paftoral  printed  in  oClavo  Fond, 
i6dc.  nnd  dedicated  to  his  much  Honoured  and 
truly  Noble  Friend  Mr.  R.  B.  Who  is  meant 
by  rhof-  Letters  I will  not  be  fo  bold  as  to  con- 
jedure,  becanfe  our  Author  has  conceal’d  his 
Pati^ons'Name  in  obedience  to  his  Commands. 
This  Play,'  is  a Tranflation  of  that  famous 
Piece  writ  by  that  celebrated  Wit,  Signior  Tor- 
quafo  Tii/fo^  born  2it  Sorrento^  bred  up  at 
and  the  Fayouricc  of‘C^/7r/a  IX.  qI  France. 
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He  was  (as  l may  fay)  the  Father  of  Paftorals.; 
being  die  firft  that  transferr’d  them  from  the 
Eclogue,  to  Dxamatick  Poetry  •:  and  his  AmintA  . 
is  efteem’d  by  Forreigners,  a Mafter.-piece  of 
Pafloral  Comedy : and  has  been  tranflated  into, 
the  French,  Spanilh,  Englifli,  German  and 
Dutch  Tongues.  This  was  the  P.attcrn\  which 
the  admired  Guarmi  propos’d  for.  his  Imita- 
tion, when  he  writ  IlTaBor  fido  ; and  our  Au- 
thor has  fince  endeavour’d  to  imitate  his  ex- 
cellent Tranflator,'.the  Lord  Embalfador  Fan^* 
Jhaw.  If  it  be  objefted  by  fo me  that  this  Tran>- 
llation  of  Tajfoy  is  far  Ihortof  that  of  Guarmi  ; 
we  may  ho.wever  with  juftice  affirm^  ‘that  at 
leafl:  this  Tranllation  exceeds  that  printed  in 
i(5i8,df  we  allow-  fome  cotifid^ration  for  his  t 
being  .clog’d.  with  Rhime,  which  forces  him 
more  upon  Paraph rafe^  and iwithal  that  it  was 
lii$  firllj attempt  to.  Poetry.,  With  this  Play, 
are  printed  feveral  Poems, on  different  3ubje6ls,* 
amongd  which  are  Love  yerfes,  which  feem 
as  if  they  were  writ -in  imitation  of  Mr.  Cow- 
ky\  rA^tJtrifs',  . 

■Nicomede  j afted  at  the 

Theatre  Royal  in  ^printed  in  quarto 

L.ondi6’']\.‘2iVidi  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Tho^s  Earl  of  OJfory.  This  Play  is  tran- 
flated  from  the  French  Original  of  Monfieur 
Th.  Corneilk^  3.ndiis  One  of  thofe  Pieces  which 
he  himfeif  moft  valu’d.  There  are  a great  many 
Beauties  in  it  which  he  enumerates  in  the  Exa- 
inen.  He  fays  the  Story  is  taken  from  the 
Fourth  Book  JuJlWy  \ho  I fuppofe  this  is 
an  Errata’ of  the  Prefs,  the  Story  being  in  the" 
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laft  phapter  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Book. 

He  writ  befides  thefe,  fcveral  other  Pieces  ; 
as  a Romance  call’d  the  Englijh  Lovers^  printed 
inoftavo,Zo«</. — which  however  commend- 
ed by  Mr.  fVinfianky  ^ the  Contrivance  is 
due  to  Heyvoood\  Play  call’d  The  Fair  Maid 
of  theJVeJi  in  Two  Parts:  from  whence  our 
Author  borrow’d  the  Story.  Two  other  Pieces 
are  mention’d  by  Mr.  IVinJlanky^  viz.  ACom- 
pleat  HUlory  of  the  late  Times^  and  a Chronicle 
of  the  Kingdome  of  Portugal:  neither  of  which 


Elizabeth^  and  Ydin^James  the  Phrlt : and  One, 
whofe  Memory  will  ever  be  frcfh'in-the  minds 
of  thofe  who  fayour- Hiftory,  or  Poetry.  He 
. was  born  near  1 amt  on  in  Sotnerfet-JhirCy  and 


dalen  Hall  in  Oxford:  and  after  having  three  ! 
years  exercifed  himfelf  inHiftory,  and  Poetry^ 
fie  left  theUniverfity^  His  own  Merit,  added  ' !: 
to  the  Recommendation  of  his  Brother  in  Law,  [i 
the  Refolute  John  Florio  (fb  well  known  for  j 
his  Italian  Di6Uonary)  prefer’d  him  to  the 
Knowledge  of  Queen  Ann  ; who  was  picafed  | 

to  confer  on  him  the  Honour  of  being  One  of  I 

the  Grooms  pf  her  molt  Honourable  Privy- 
Chamber  : which  enabled  him  to  rent  a Garden-  ^ . 
houfe  near  LondoUy  where  in  private  he  com-  | 
pos’d  molt  of  his  Dr Pieces.  ' 


I have  ever  feen. 


^Samuel  Daniel 

A Gentleman  living- in  the  Reigns  of  Queen 
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being  weary  of  the  world,  he  retir”d  into 
Jhire ; where  he  rented  a Farm  near  the  2Je^ 
vifesy  according  to  Dr.  Fuller y (*)  tho’Mr* 
IFood  ( fays  that  his  retreat  was  toBeckingtony 
near  ThiUips-Norton  in  SomerJetJhirCy  where  \ 
he  Died  in  OSioher  i6ip.  being  about’  Four* 
fcore  years  of  Age,,  and  was  Buried  in  the  lame 
Parifh-Church,  where  a Monument  was  ere£led 
at  the  foie  Bounty  of  the  Lady  Ann  Cltffhrdy 
Heirefs  of  (j(for^^Earl  of  CumberlanJy  and  af- 
terwards Countefs  of  Tembrokcy  7)orfety  and 
Montgomery y whofc  Tutor  he  was. 

■ Having  given  this  Account  of  his  Life,  I 
am  now  to  fpeak  fomewhat  of  his  Writings ; 
and  it  being  at  prefent  my  Subjeft,  I (hall  fpeak 
firft  of  his  Dramatick  Pieces,  which  confift 
of  Two  Paftorals’,  Two  Tragedies;  and  a 
Mafque,  viz* 

Ckopatruy  a Tragedy  printed  in  quarto  Lond 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lady  x31ciry  Countefs  of  Tembrokcy  by  a . ^ 
Copy  of  Verfes  written  in  Stanzas  of  Eight  \ 
Lines,  which  the  Italians  (from  whence  wc  _ 
took  the  Meafurc)  call  Ottava  Rima*  This 
Play  was  firfi:  printed  in  oftavo  Lond  \6ii. 
but  this  later  Copy  infinitly  differs  from  the 
former,  and  far  exceeds  it ; the  Language  be* 
ing  not  only  correiled,  but  it  having  another 
advantage  in  the  Opinion  of  a Modern  Poct,(c) 
fince  that  which  is  only  dully  recited  in  the 
firft  Edition,  is  in  the  laft  reprefented.  For 
the  Foundation  of  the  Story,  confult  Tlutarch 

(a)  Pulte/i  mrthies,  Soucrfet-lliire,  p.  28,  (b) 
p.  (c)  Mr*  Crop^*^  Epiftle  w Ai^drmaciH.. 
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in  fhc. Lives  pf  Anthony ^Fhrusfh. 

4.  C.  lie.  Appian'd^lBeEis  CiviUhus^  Lib. s',  and 
a new  Bopk)ti;aiiflKed/ont-oX  -French  by  Mr. 

inx)di'<iro;Lond.i6B(^.  call’d  The  Hijibry 
of  the-Lh'ee'Tr'i^mpirates.^  where  the  -Story  is 
relatediat I'a^c.  i vv^ 

Hymen  i Triumph ^ a Pafloral  Tragi-Comedy, 
Prelented  at  the  Queens  Court  in  the  Strand^ 
at  her  Majeflies  . Magnificent'Entertainment 
of  the  Kings^mo^l  Excellent  Majeffcy,;  being  at 
the  T)Juptials  of  Roxborough.f  printed 

in  quarto  Lond.'  and  dedicated  by  a Copy 

of  V^rfes  to  the  moft  Excellent  Majefty  of  the 
Highelf-bOrn  Princef$!y/;^«  of  DenmariyQuten 
of  England'y  c^c.-  iThis  Play  is  not  printed  in 
the  Odavo  Edition.,  TTis  introduc’d  by  a pret- 
ty contriv’d  PTologue  V^i^?^^^  being  oppos’d 
'\>s  Avar  ice.,  Envy  y ^ndijealoujy.,  the  Diflurbers 
61  .quiet  Marriage.  , . ' ,,  ' ' 

i-  T hi  lotas,  hisiTragedy  4)  rih  ted  in  quarto  Lond,  , 

i6z^.^  ind  dedicated  to  the  Prince  afterwards 
King  Charles  the  fEirfl:. 'i  Both  this^ Play,  and 
Cleopatra  were  much  efleem’d  in  dheir  time  ; 
they  are  both  written  with -the  between 

each  Ad ; according  to  the  manner  of  the  An- 
cients. This  Play  inde’ed  found  fome  Enemies, 

* not  on  the  (core  of  the  Wit,  or  Condud  of  the 
Defign ; but  becaiife  it  was  reported,:  that  un- 
der the  Charade r of  Thilotks,  that  Great  but 
Unfortunate  Favourite  oT  Queen  Elizabeth 
Rob'erTdEureux  Earlof  Efjex  was  porttayed': 
But  the  Authorvin  his;Apology  at  the  Endof 
the  Play  has  fufhdently  cleaFd"  himfelf  froin 
that  imputation,  Thi's  was,  the  firft  Play  that . 
‘ ' ; ■ ' . pur 
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our  Author  writ ; as  for  the  Plot  it  is  founded 
onHiftory/  Ttb.6.  r.  7. 

lib.  1 2.  (T.  y . Tlut.  ih  F^it.  Alex.  Arrian.^  &c.  e> 
^eens  Arcadia.,  a Pafloral  Tragi-Comedy, 
prelented  to  her  Majefty  and  her  Ladies,  by 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  in  Chriji-Church'y  iu 
Aug.  i6oy.  printed  in  (\\\2iXio  Lond.  and 
dedicated  by  a Copy  of  Verfes,  to  the  (^eens 
nioft  Excellent  Majefly.  Whether  the  Scene 
(^)  between  Carinus  ^.ndi  Amintas  the  Lovers 
of  Cloris  be  borrow’d  from  any  ancient  Poet, 

I know  not,  but  fure  I am  that  in  Monfieur 
^inaulfs  La  Comedie  fans  Come  die  there  is  a 
Scene  betwixt  Filene  and  Daphnis  in  a manner 
the  fame  («).  As  the  Two  next  Scenes  between 
thefe  Shepherds,  and  their  Mrs-  Clomirey  ex- 
a6tly  refemble  the  Scene  ( betwixt  the* 
Swains,  tPamon’secA  Alexis ^ and  the  inconftant 
Nymph  Laurinda  ; in  Randolph^  Amyntas. 

Vtfion  of  the  Twelve  GoddeJfeSy  prelented  in  a 
, Mafque  the  Eighth  of  January y at  Hampton- 
Courty  by  the  Queens  mofi:  Excellent  Majelty, 
and  her  Ladies,  printed  in  4.°.  Lond.  1623.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lady 
Lucyy  Countefs  of  Bedford.  This  was  printed 
without  the  Authors  leave,  by  the  unmanner- 
ly prefumption  of  an  indifereet  Printer,  with- 
out warrant;  and  fo  imperfeil,  that  the  Au- 
thor to  prevent  the  prejudice,  which  both  the 
Mafque,  and  the  Invention  fuffer’d,  publilht  it 
from  his  own  Copy.HisDefign  under  the  fliapes, 
and  in  the  Perfons  of  Twelve  Goddefles,  was  to 
prefent  the  Figure  of  thofe  Bleflings,  which 
(d)  Afti,  (e)  Aft  a.  Sc.  4.'  (0  Aft  %.  Sc.  7. 
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til  is  Nation  enjoy’d  in  peace,  under  the  happy  . 
Jleign  of  King  james  the  P'lrfl:  hy^um^  was 
• reprefented  Power ; by  Ta/las  Wiiaome  and 
Defence ; 

All  thele  Pieces  are  printed  together  in  4® 
Lend,  idaj.  linden  the  Title  of  The  JVhole  ’ 
J^orts  of  kimwl  T)miel  inToetry^  by 
which  1 fuppofe  his  other  Poetical  Works,  . 
which  were  printed  with  his  Plays  in  odavo 
Lond,  1611:  are  inferred  in  this  later  Edition, ' 
tho’  that  Volume  I have  by  me,  want  them. 
'The  Names  of  them  arc,  An  Epiffle  from  0/^0- 
-via  to  M.  Anthony  in  ^y^gypt ; dedicated  to  the 
Lady  Margaret  Countel's  of  Cumberland^  and 
writ  in  Ottava  Rima : Complaint  of  Rofomond  ; 
in  Stanza’s  of  Seven  Lines.  Mufo.philusy  cori-^ 
taming  a general  Defence  of  all  Learning,  writ- 
tbu  Dialogue-wife , , between  Mufophum  and 
Rhiheofmus  ; and  dedicated  to  Sr.  Fulk  GriveL 
A Funeral  Poem  upon  the  Death  of  the  latc^ 
Earl  of  T>evon[hire;  T)elia^  containing  Fifty 
Seven  Love  Sonnets.  He  writ  hefides,  an  He- 
roick  Poem  of  the  Civil  Wars  between  the  two 
Houfes  of  Tork  and  Lancajier^  in  which  he  en- 
deavour’d to  imitate  Luean'^Tharfalia^^dSi^ 
fucceeded  fo  well  in  the  Opinion  of  Mr.  P^eed^ 
that  he  is  by  him  call’d  the  Englifh 

'rhefeare  all  the  Poems  that  our  Author  has  ^ 
publifht  that  eyer  I heard  of:  but  however 
his  Genius  was  qualified  for  Poetry,  I take  his  - 
Hiftory  of  England  to  be  the  Crovon  of  all  his 
Works : It  was  firft  printed  about  the  year 
and  was  dedicated  to' Queen  It 
rc-iches  from  the  ftate  of  Bxittm  under  the 
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Romans,  to  the  end  of  the  Reign  of  King  i&</- 
avar^^  the  Third,  Z>om.  1 g qSr^  Of  this  Hi-  o 

ilory  a late  Writer  (e)  has  given  this  Charafter, 

Tt  is  written  with  greatBrevity  and  Politenefi, 
^and  his  Political  and  Moral  Reflexions  are  very 
^fine,  ufeful,  and  inftruXive.  TruJJel con- 
tinu’d  this  Hiftory  with  the  like  Brevity  and 
Truth,  but  not  with  equal  Elegance,,  till  the  < 
end  of  the- Reign  of  Richardlll.  A!D.  1484. 

. I have  never  feen  any  G^pies  made  on  the 
old  Poets,  butMr.  is  therein  mention'd 

with  Honor.  One  Author  (*•)  Riles  him  in  a 
Copy  on  the  Time  Toets^  ' 

The  Tit  by  Daniel,  whofe  Salt  Lanes  (iffordy 
A 'veeighty  Sentence  in  each  little  JVord. 

Another  Autho^,  in  a Copy  call’d  A Cenfure  of  ^ 
the  Toets  («)  fays  thus ; 

Amongji  thefe  Samuel  Daniel,  whom  / 

May  fpeak  of  hut  to  cenfure  do  deny. 

"Only  have  heardfome  fVife  men  him  rehear  fey 
To  be  too  much  Hijiorian  in  T'erfe  ; [do fey 

His  Rimes  were  fmooth^  his  Meeters  well  did 
But  yet  his  Matters^  better fitted  Trofe.  ^ 

Having  given  you  the  Sence  of  the  Poets  of 
thole  times,  concerning  this  excellent  Author,”  . 
give  me  leave  to  tranferibe  an  Epigram  writ- 
ten in  his'  Commendation  by  his  Friend  Mr. 
Charles  Fitz-Geoffry  (*'),  with  which  I fhaU 
conclude.  ; • 

Spenferum^ quis  nojirum  velit  ejfe  Maronem,  ^ 
. . Tu  Daniele  mihi  Nafo  Britt  annus  eris. 

(g)  Mr.  Tranfl  ition  ot  Hu  frhe^r*t  Meth^  legencli, 

W/f.  80,  p.  J71,  (h)  Choice  Drollcry>  80.1,^.1656.  p. 

(i)  Spottirc  Wit,  80,  70.  (k)  Epigram.  8^,  qxqu  i6ou 
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Sin  iUum  potius  Phsebum  velttejfe  Britannum, 

' 7«;^'Daniele  mihi  tu  Maro  nojieferis^ 

. ^ Nil  Phxbo  ulterius;  fi  quid  fore  t^iUud  haheret 
- . Spehferus,  Phaebus  tu  fores.  ^ 

■ §lujppe  hqui  Phxbiis  cuperet  fi  more  BritannOy 
• Naudfiio  quo  poteraty  ni  velit  orejh^,  (/zio 

A&r  fWilliani  Davenant.  . 

. .V;  .V  . ■ ■ . ‘ ^ • 

! » ^ 

^ lA  Perfbn  fufficiently  known  to  all  Lovers  of. 

^ Poetry,*  and  One  whofe  Works  will  prefer ve  ^ 
his  Memory  to  Pofterity.  He  ' was  Born  in  the 
City  of  Oxfordy  in  the  Parifli  of  St.  Mar  tin's  y 
Tulgarly  call’d  CarfaXy  near  the  End  of  Febru-  ' 
^ry  in  the  year  i(5oy.  and^  was' Chriftned  on 
the  Third  of  March  following.  He  was  the 
Mercurial  Son  of  c>Saturnine  Father,  lAx.yohn 
TyAvenanty  a Vintner  by  Profeffion : who  liv’d 
ill  the  fame  Houfe,  which  is  now  kno\yn'  by 
rT"  the  Sign  o£^  the  ^ Crown.  He  was  formerly  of 
Lincoln  College,  and  inflrufted  in  Logick  and  . 

' Phyficks,  by  his  T utor  Mr.  Daniel  Hough y F eh 
low  of  that  Society  tho’ his  Genius  rather 
inclin’d  him  to  walk  in  the  more  fiowry  Fields 
of  Poetry, 'in  \v.hich  he  made  a Prodigious  diL 
' covery : advancing  even  without  any  Guide, 
but  his  own  Wit,  anddngenuity,  as  far  as  the 
Herculean  'Pillars  (if  any  fuch  bounds  are  to 
be  fet)  of  Poetry.  ' He  was  Poet  Laureat  to 
Two  Kings,  whofe  Memory  will  always  be  Sa- 
cred to  all  good,  loyal,  and  witty  Men  ; I mean 
King  Charles  the  Firft,  the  Martyr  for,  and 
' . King  Charles  the  Second,  the  Reftorer  of  the 
Proteflanf  Religion,  according  to  the  Church 
. of- 
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of  E^igUnd.  During! this  Honour,  of  which 
his  Wit  and  Parts  render’d  him  Worthy,  he 
writ  (as  I Tuppole)  his  Drariiatick  Pieces,  of 
which  I (liall  give  ibme  Account.  ; 

To  ipeak  of  them  in  general,  I need  only^^ 
fay,' that  moh  of  them  have  appear’d  on  the 
Stage  with  good  applaufe,  and  been  receiv’d 
with  like  fuccefshn*’ Print ; the  greatell:  part ' 
puWiilit  in  the  Authors  Lifetime  in  Quarto, 
and  all  fince  his  Death  colleiled  into  0116  Vo- 
lume, with  his  other  Works,  printed^  in  .Folio 
Lond.  1673.  and  dedicated  by  his  Widow  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  the  late  King;^^;;?^^. 

Alhovine  King  of  ‘the  Lombards-,  his . Tragecfy'y 
printed  firll -in  quarto^  and  dedicated  - to  the 
RightHonourable  the  Duke  o^Somerfet.  This 
Play  is  commended  by  Eight  Copies  of.  Verfes. 
For  the  Delign,  iris  foiuided  on  Hiltory.  You 
may  read  the  Story  in;  leveral  Hiffcdrians  : See 
Taulus  ^Diaconus  de  Geftis  Lungohardorumfib:’!, 
c.  28.  Gregorius  Epife.  Turonenfis  Hiji.  Fran^ 
cor  urn  j lib. X,  c.28.  Hejdin\  Co fmograp  by 
Book  I.  p.  SI-  This  Story  is  like  wife  related 
at  large  in  a Novel  by  Bandelloy  which  is  trail- 
Bated  by  Belief  or  eji  ; . See  Nijtoires  Tragiques 
Tome  4.  Nov.  ip.  ^ • ' 

Cruel  Brother  ^ a Tragedyl  printed  firlf  in 
quarto,  and  dedicated  to^the  Right-Honour- 
able. the/Lord  fVefon]  Lord  High  Treafurer 
of  England.  \ v ' ^ . 

IDiftreffes.^  a Tragi^Comedy  printed  in  folio, ' 
Lond.  '1673.'’.  ■ Vi  \ *Vi  . ' 7 

^Firft-days  Entertainment  at  KutlandKoufe^ 

^ jby  Declamation,  and  Mufick,  afterdie  .manner 
“ V.  ^ ^of 
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^ of  the  Ancients.  The  fubje£l  of  the  former  of 
thefc  Declamations  is  concerning  Publick  En- 
tertainment by  Moral  Reprefentations ; the  DI- 
fputants  being  "PTo^enes  the  Cynick^and  Arifto- 
f banes  the  Poet.  The  later  Difpute  is  between 
a Tarijian^  and  a Londoner^  who  declaim  con- 
cerning the  Preheminence  of  Taris  London. 

“Ihc  Vocal  and  Inftrumental  Mufick  was  com- , 
pos’d  by  I>x.Charles  Coleman^  Capt.  Henry  Cooky 
Mr.  Henry  LawSy  and  Mr.  George  Hudfon, 

Fair  Favour itCy  a Tragi-Comedy  printed  in 
Folio,  167^. 

f Italiany  a Tragi-Comedy  printed  firft 

in  quarto,  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honour- 
~ able  the  '^larl  of  Porfety  and  commended  by 
the  Verfes  of  his  F ntn^^ylAt.kFiUiam  HopkinSy 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Car  eve. ^ 

Law  againjl  Lover Sy  a Tragi-Comedy  made 
up  of  two  Plays  written  by  Mr.  Shakel'peary  viz. . 
Meafure  for  MeaJurCy  and  Much  Ado  about  No- 
thing. Tho’  not  only  the  Charailers,  but  the 
Language  of  the  whole  Play  almoft,  be  bor- 
row'd  from  Shaigjpear:  yet  where  theLan-' 
. guage  is  rough  or  obfblete,  our  Author  has 
taken  care  to  polifli  it:  as  to  give,,  inflead  of 
many,  one  Inftance.  ShaJ^eJpear*^  Duke  of 
enna  fays  thus  (|)  ; 

/ love  the  Teople  ; 

But  do  not  liig  to  Stage  me  to  theW  Eyes : 
Though  it  do  welly  Ido  not  relifh  well 
Their  loud  Applaufcy  and  Aves  vehement : 

Nor  do  I think  the  Man  of  fafe  diferetiony 
That  does  affelt  it,  ' 

, (U  ticajmefor  Mfiftitei  Ad.!,  Sc,  U 
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In  Sr.  1VilViam%  Play  the  Diike  {peaks  as 
follows  (™) ; 

Jloye  the  People  ; 

But  'uoould not  on  the  Stage  falute  the  Croud. 

I never  relijht  their  Applaufe  ; nor  think 

The  Prince  has  true  aifcretion  who  affePis  it. 

For  the  Plot,  I refer  you  to  the  ahovemention’d 
Plays,  in  the  Account  of  Shakefpear. 

Love  and  Honour.^  a Tragi-Comedy  which  I 
have  feveral  times  feen  afted  with  good  ap- 
plaufe ; firftat  the  Play-houfe  iti  Lincolns -Intu 
Fields^  and  fince  at  the  Theatre  inDorfet-Gar^ 
den.  This  was  firfl  printed  in  quarto. 

Mans  thedMaJier^  a Comedy  which  I think  f' 
I have  feen  a6led  at  the  Duke  s Houfe ; how- 
ever I am  fure  the  Defign,  and  part  of  the  Lan- 
guage is  borrow'd  from  Scarron'sjodelety  ou  Le 
Maijlre  valet ; and  (as  I remember)  part  from 
jLHeritier  ridicule , a Comedy  of  the  -fame 
Authors. 

^ Platonich  Lovers^  a Tragi-Comedy,  > which 
was  firft  printed  in  o61avo  with  The  Wits.  . 

'Play-houfe  to  be  Let.  I know  not  under  what 
Species  to  place  this  Play,  it  confiding  of  fevc- 
ral  Pieces  of  different  Kinds  handfomely  tackt . 
together,  feveral  of  which  the  Author  writ  in 
the  Times  of  Oliver ^ and  were  ailed  feparate- 
ly  by  fiealth ; as  the  Hiftory  of  Francis  Drake 
expreflby  Inftrumental,  and  Vocal  Mufick,and 
by  Art  of  Perlpeilive  in  Scenes,  ^c.  The  Cru- 
elty of  the  Spaniards  in  Pent.  Thefe  two  Pieces 
tverc  firfl  printed  in  quarto.  They  make  the 
^ ^rd  and  fourth  Ails  of  this  Play.,  The  fe  co  n d 
(m)  Uvf  mhfi  imrsy  u 5c.  x, 
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A6l  confifls  of  a Erench  Farce,  tranflated  from 
MoUieres  Sganarelle^ou  Le  Coca  Tmaginair e.,^nd 
purpofely  by  our.  Author  .put  into  albrt  oi'Jar- 
, , gon  common  to  Frencli-nien  newly  come  o ver. 
The  filth  A6l  confifls  ol  Tr age  die  traveftie^  or 
^the  Ablions  of  Cafar  Antony  imd  Cleopatra  in 
\/ • Verfe.Burlefquc.  This  Farce  I have  feen  acled 
at  the  Theatre  In  'Dorfet -garden  fome  years  ago, 
at  the  end  of  that  excellent  Traged  y of  Tomfey^ 
tranflated  by  the  incomparable  i Pen  of  the 
rnuch  admired  Orinda. 

Siege  of  khodes^  in  two  Parts.  • 'Thefe  Plays 
were  like  wife  in  the  times  of  the  Civil  Wa’rs^ 
abled  in  Stilo  Recitativo^  and  printed  in  quarto, 


i 


but  afterwards  enlarged  by  the.  Author,  and 
ailed  with  applaufe  at  the  Duke  of  The- 
atre in.  It  is  dedicated.tq 

the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
Lord  High  Chancellor  -.of  England.  For  the 
Plot,  as  far  as  it  is  founded  on  Hiflory,  there 
are  fevei'al  Hiflorians.  have  writ  of  it  in  the 
Life  of  Solyman  the  fecond,  who  took  this  City 
in  the  year  i y aa.  See ; Thomas  Artus  Continaa- 
tion  de  ll Hid oire'des  Tares,  Giov.BoJio.  VIJioria. 
della  Sacra  Religion e ^ Illm^  Militia  di  San  Gio- 
vanni Gierofolimitanoj  lib.  ap.  BoiJJardi  leones 
(fy  Tit  a Sultanov  urn  Turcicoram.,  &c.  in.  Fit, 
Solym.  a.  Hiflory  of  the  Turks, 

^ Siege a Tragi-Comedy. 

News  Jrom  Tlimouth ; . a Comedy  formerly 
■ ailed  at  the  Globe  with  good  fuccels,  and  was 
printed  (as  I believe)  in  quarto. 

Temple  of  Love.,  prefented  by  the  Queens 
. Majefty,  [Wife  to  King  Charles  x\\e>  Firflj  and 

her 
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her  Ladies  2Xl^htteball : viz.  The’ Lady 'Mar- 
quefs  Hamilton;  the  Lady  tS^ary.  Herbert 
Countefs  of  Oxford;  Berkjhhre ; Carnarvan ; 

&c.  The  Lords,  and  others  that  repreftnted 
the  noble  Youths' were/ The  Duke  of  . 

Lenox  ; the  Earls -of  ' L>efmond;  &c. 
^ThisMafque  (fays  the  Author)  for  tlie  new- 
V ^ nefs.of  the  Invention,  variety  of  Scenes,  Ap* 
‘paritions,  andrichnefs  of  Habits,  was  gene- 
^ rally  approv'd  to  be  one  of: the  moft  Maghifi- 
^cent  that  hath  been  done  in  England,  / ; . i ^ 

Triumphs  of  the  Trince  d' Amour Mafque^ 
prefented  by  his  Highnefs  at  hisTallace  in  the 
Middle -Temple.  This  Mafque,  at  the  Requeil: 
of  that  Honourable  Society,  was  devis'd  and 
written  by  our  Author. in  Three  days*  and 
was  prefented  by  the  Members  thereof,  as  an 
Entertainment  to  the  Prince  EleBor.  .iK\A& 
of  the  Mafquers  Names,  as<  they  were  rank’d 
by  their  Antiquity,  in  that  noble  Society,nis 
( to  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Mafque, to? wliieh 
I refer  the  curious  Reader.  The  .Mufick  hf 
the  Songs  and  Symphonies  were , excellently 
' compos’d  by  Mr.Hemj^  and  Mx William  Lavtes  - 
Jiis  Majefties  Servants.  ^ , 

Wits  y a Comedy  heretofore  a£led  at  the 
Black friars;^  and  finceat  the  Duke'sTheatre ; 
printed  bothdn  oftavo,  and  quarto,,  hefore  this 
New  Edition,  and  dedicated  to  the  chiefly  be- 
'lov’d  of  all,  that  Ingenious  and  Noble,  En- 
dimion  Torter^  of  his  Majefties  Bed-Chamber, 

This  Play  is  commended  by  a Copy  of  Verfes  ^ 
. written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Carevo^  and.  has  often 
appear’d  on  the  Stage  with  Applaufe; 

Ha- 
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, Having  done  with  his  Plays,  I am  now  to 
{peak  of  his  other  Works,  which  confifl  of 
V Poems,  of  feveral  forts,  and  on  feveral  Occa-^ 

. lions,  amongft  which  Gondibert  an  Epick  Poem 
O has  made  the  greateft  noife.  This  Poem  was 
defign’d  by  the  Author  to  be  an  Imitation  of  an 
EnglifliDramma;  it  being  to  be  divickd  into 
Five  Books,  as  the  other  js  into  Five  Afts ; 
The  Cantos  to  be  the  Parallel  of  the  Scenes ; 
with  this  difference,  that  this  is  deliver’d  Nar- 
, ratively,  the  other  Dialogue-wife.  The  Reader 
may  find  a long  account  of  the  Author’s  de« 
lign,  and  his  Reafbns  in  the  Preface,  which  is 
. direfted  to  his  Friend,  the  fo  well  known  Mr. 
Hohhs;  who  not  only  approves  his  Defign,  but 
in  the  Glofe  of  his  Letter  fixes  an  extraordi- 
nary Complement  upon  him:  viz,  ^TheVir* 
‘tues  you  diftribute  in  your  Toem^  amongft  fo 
‘ many  Noble  Perfons,  reprefent  (in  the  Read- 
^ ing)  the  image  but  of  One  Man’s  Virtue  to 
^my  fancy,  which  is  your  own.  Nor  was  Mr. 
Hobbs  the  only  Perfon  that  commended  this 
Poem:  for  the  firft  and  fccond  Books  were 
ufher’d  into  the  world,  by  the  Pens  of  two  of 
^ our  heft  Poets:  viz.  Mx, Mealier ^ and  Mx. Cowley; 
which  One  would  have  thought  might  have 
prov’d  a fufficient  Defence  and  Proteflion  a- 
gainft  the  fnarling  Criticks.  Notwi'thftanding 
which.  Four  Eminent  Wits  of  that  Age,  (two 
of  which  were  Sr.  John  UDenham.^  and  Mr. 
Donne ^ publiftit  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes  to 
Sr.  }Villmn\  difcredit,  under  this  Title^  Cer- 
tain  Verfes  written  by  feveral  of  the  Authors 
Friends^  to  be  refrinfed  mth  the  fecond  Edition 
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GonJihrt  y in  oftavo.  Lond.  Thefe 

' Verfes  were ' anfwcr’d  (as  Mr.  ^ood  fays  (")  ) > 
by  the  Author  himfelt,  with  as  much,  or  ra-  ' 
ther  more  Wit,  and  little  or  no  ^concern  for 
their  Raillery,  rather  feeming  to  fportat,  ^nd  ^ 
pity  their  want  of  Sence.  The  Title  of  his 
Ahfwer  is.  The  Incompardhie  Toem  Gondibert 
vindicated  from  the  U^iUCombats  of  Four  E- 
fyuires;  CliniaSy  T>OmetaSy  SanchOy  and  fack^ 
Puddingy  printed  in  d6tayo  Lond.  The 

Books  being  fcaree,  I (hall  for  the  Readers  di- 
verfion,  chufe  one  out  of  each  of  thefe,  as  a 
Sample  of  the  reft : and  amongft  the  former  I 
fliall  pitch  upon  that  Copy  which  reflefts  on. 
the  Commendations  given  by  thole  great  Ivieit 
above-mention  d (®). 

The  Author  upon  Himfeif 

lam  Old  Davehant  voith  my  Fujlian 
Thd  shiU  I have  noty 
I mujl  he  writing  fill 
On  Gondibert,  • 

That  IS  not  worth  d Fart,  . ... 

Waller, Cowley,'m  irucyhave  prais'd  inf  Book; 

. But  how  untruly 
' ^ All  they  that  read  may  look  ; 

Nor  can  Old  Hobbs 

2)efendme  from  dry  Bohhs:  * - ^ 

Then  no  more  I'll  dabble y nor  pump  Fancy  dry^ 
To  compofe  d Fable y 
Bhall  make  Will.  Crofts  to  cry; 

O gentle  Knighty 

, Thou  writf  to  them  that  Jhite, 

(n)  Antin^  Om,  p.  m,  Co)  Pag.  5.  . 

H .yr. 
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Sr.  Williatn’j  AnJ'wer  (f).  ' ■ 

J * 

The  Author  upon  Himfelf. 

Falfe  as  FooUJh ! JVhat  turn  felo  de  me  ? 
Davenant  kill  Davenant ! 

No-^  the  vffhoJe  World  does  fee 
Goiidibert , ■ ^ 

To  he  a piece  of  ArJ:, 

Waller  and  Cowley,  truejoave  prais'd  my  Bookj ' 
And  defervedly\ 

Niy  I did  for  it  look 

He  both  us  rohhsy  . 

' That  blames  for  this  Old  lilohhs. 

[ Write  on  (jeerd^iVd)  andvorit'e inTantofle^ 
That's  over  Tump-hoj  ^ 

And  for  Will  Crofts  his  baffle y ' ^ 

Thou  may  ft  long  write^ ' ' 

That  voritft  to  them  thafjhite. 

Many  other  Railleries  were  broacht  againfl 
him  by  his  Enemies,  as  thofe  Lines  in  St, John 
Suckfm'%  Sefjion  of  the  Toets;  the  Ballad  entitled 
How  Taphne  pays  his  T)ebts  (‘i),’and  others 
which  I might  mfert ; but  I think  'tis  time  to  - 
leave  thefe  trifles,  and  acquaint  my  Readers,  ! 
who  are  delighted  with  Criticifmes,  that  they  j 
may  find  more  ferious  Animadverfions  on  this  j 
Poem,  in  the  Englifh  Preface  written  by  that ' 2 
admirable  Critick  Mr.  RymeVy  to  his  Tranfla- 
tion  of  Monfieur  Rapin' s Reflexions  on  Ari-  i 
ftotle'sTreatifeofToeJyy  printed  8®  Lond.i6-]^,  t 
This  great  Man  Died  on  the  Seventh  day  of  | 
April  1 668.  >Aged  63,  and  was  Buried  amongft  j 
( (q)  go.  p.  so,  . ( 
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the  Poets  in  JFeHminJier-Abhy^  near  to  his  old 
Antagoniftj  and  Rival  for  the  Bays,  Mi.Thmas 
tS^ay,  ^Twas  obferv’d,  that  at  his  Funeral  his 
Coffin  wanted  the  Ornament  of  his  Laureats 
CrowHy  which  by  the  Law  of  Heraldry  julHy 
appertain’d  to  him : but  this  omiffion  is  fu& 
ficicntly  recompenc’d  by  an  Eternal  Fame , 
which  will  always  accompany  his  Memory; 
he  having  been  the  firll  Introducer  of  all  that  , 
is  Iplendid  in  our  Engliffi  Opera  Sy  and  ’tis  by 
his  means  and  induftry,  that  our  Stage  at  pre» 
fent  rivals  the  Italian  Theatre.  I ihall  con^'^ 
elude  his  Chara6Ier,  with  that  Account  which 
Mr.  Dry  den  has  formerly  given  of  him,  which 
is  the  more  valuable,  becaufe  the  commenda- 
tion of  his  Predecellbrs  is  feldome  the  Suhje^l 
of  his  Pen.’  ^ In  the  time('^)  (fays  he)  that  I ^ 
^ writ  with  Sr.  JVilUam  Davenanty  I had  the 
^opportunity  to  obferve  fbmewhat  more  near^ 

‘ ly  of  him,  than  I had  formerly  done,  when 
^ I had  only  a bare  acquaintance  with  him.  I 
^ found  him  then  of  fo  quick  a Fancy,  that  no- 
^ thing  was  propos’d  to  him  ,on  which  he 
‘ could  not  liiddenly  produce  a Thought  ex- 
‘ treamly  pleafant  and  furprifing : and  thofe 
^ firft  Thoughts  of  his,  contrary  to  the  old 
^Latine  Proverb,  fVere  not  always  the  leaH 
^ happy.  And  as  his  Fancy  was  quick^  fo  like- 
^ wife  were  the  Produ6fs  of  it  remote  and  new, 

^ He  borrow’d  not  of  any  other ; and  his  Imagi- 
^ nations  were  fuch,  as  could  not  entef  into 
^any  other  Man.  His  Correilions  were  fober 
^ and  judicious : and  he  correfled  his  own 
Co  Preface  lo 
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^Writings  much  more  feverely  than  thofe 
^ another  Man ; beftowing  twice  the  labour  and 
^ time  in  Polifhing,  which  he  us’d  in  Inven- 
^ tion.  Si  [ic  omnia  dix\jfct^ 

0 Dr.  Charles  Davenant. 

This  Gentleman  (as  I fuppofe)  is  now  liv- 
' ing : being  Son  of  the  above-mention’d  Sr.^/7- 
' Ham  T>avenant^  and  Dr.  of  Laws.  He  has  (as 

1 have  been  inform’d)  a fliare  in  the  prefent 
Theatre,  in  right  of  his  Father  ; and  is  jointly 
impower’d  with  the  Mailer  of  the  Revels,  to 
infpeil'  the  Plays  defign’d  for  the  Stage,  that 
no  Immoralities  may  be  prefented.  This  Gen- 
tleman has  writ  aTlay  call’d 

C/Vc'e,  a Tragedy  adled  at  h'is  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  TorK:^  Theatre,  printed'in  quarto 
Lond.  i6qq.  The  Prologue  was  writ  by  Mr. 
T^ryden^  and  the  Epilogue  by  the  late  Earl  of 
Rochejter,  This  Play  I have  feen  a£led  with 
good  applaufe  • The  Plot  is  founded  on  Poeti- 
' calHiitory.  SttOvid's  Metamorph.  lih.14^.  See 
befides  Boccacey  f hU-  BergomenJiSy  Nat,  Comes y 
Sic.  The  Scenes  and  Machines  may  give  it  a 
Title  to  that  Species  of'Dramatick  Poetry, 
^ • fail’d  an  Opera.  • / 

Robert  Davenport. 

V The  Author  of  Two  Plays  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Martyr  ; tho’  not  publifht  till 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second : viz. 

City  Night ^Capy  ox  Crede  quod hahs^^hahes. 
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a Tragi-Comedy,  a6led  with  great  applaufe,  by 
her  Majefties  Servants  at  the  Thcenix  in  7)rury 
Lane ; printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1.66 1.  The  Plot 
of  Lorenzo^TbilippOj  Ahjiemia^  is  borrow'd 
from  the  Novel  or  the  Curious  Impertinent  in 
the  Romance  of  Don  ^ixot^  Part  4.  Ch.6,7,8. 
and  that  of  Lodovkoj  Francifcoy  snid  Z>orotbea^ 
from  Boccace's  Novels , 2)ay  7.  Novel  7.  on 
which  likewife  part  of  Mr.  Ravenfcrojt\  Lon^  f 
don  Cuckolds  is  built. 

King  John  j and  Matilda^  a T ragedy  afted  with 
great  applaufe,  by  her  Majefties  Servants  at 
the  CocR-pit  in  Drmy-hme^  printed  in  quarto 
Lond,  i6xs'-  ^nd  dedicated  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Mountague  Bertie  Earl  of  Lindfey  ; 
by  the  Publiftier  Andrew  Tenn/cuicjey  who 
acted  the  part  of  Matilda^  Women  in  thofc 
times  not  having  appear'd  on  the  Stage.  For 
the  Plot  read  the  Englifli  Chronicles  that  have 
given  an  account  of  the  Reign  of  Ylm^John  ; 
as  Mathew  Taris^  Tolydore  Vergil,^  HoUingJhead^ 
Grafton^  Danyely  Martin^  StoWy  Speedy- Baker ^ 
Churchtly  &c. 

Robert  DABoRNj^/i<«y  Dauborne. 

• This  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
James  the  Firft,  and  was  a Mafter  of  Arts,  tho’ 
of  which  Univerfity  I am  uncertain.  He  writ 
Two  Plays^  viz. 

Chrijiian  turddTurky  or  "the  Tragical  Lives 
md  Deaths  of  the  two  Famous  Tirat.es  Ward 
and  Danfiker : a Tragedy  printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  161Z.  For  the  Story  I refer  you  to  a 
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Piece  call’d  Barker  s Overthrow  of  Captain  Ward 
und  panjiker,  two  Tirates : printed  in  quarto 
Lona.  i6pp.  from  which  Narrative^  I fuppofe 
our  Author  borrow’d  the  Story. 

Toor  Man  s Comfort y a Tragi-Comedy  divers 
times  afted  at  the  Cockf  it  in  T)rury4ane^  \^ith 
great  applaufe,  and  printed  in  40  Lond,  i6^y. 

Tho’  this  Author  in  his  Epiftletohis  Chru  . 
(Uan  ttifu  d Turky  Ipeaks  of  his former  Labours  ; 

It  has  not  been  my  fortune  to  have  feen  any  of' 
them.  There  is  a Sermon  written  by  One  Ro-> 
hert  DaborHy  on  Zach,  ii.  7.  printed  in  oftavo 
Lond.  i5i8.  whether  this  were  the  fame  witli 
onr  Author  I know  not,  but  'tis  probable  it 
might  be,  and  that  he.was  a Divine,  by  this 
Diifcick  which  I find  in  an  old  Copy  on  th^  - 
fime  Toets  ; 

Daw  bourn  I had forgot  y and  let  it  bey  - 

fie  dyd Amphibion^  the  Miniftrj. 

John  Day. 

This  Aiuthor  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
fames  the  Firfi:,  and  was  fometime  Student  of 
CamsfoUedgeixs  Qambridge.  He  has  written 
Six  Plays,  li'  his  Tarliament  of  Bees  may  pafs 
under  that  Species ; as  the  Authors  of  all  for- 
mer Catalogues  have  plac’d  it. 

Blind  Begmr  of  BednaJ-Green , with  the 
merry  Humour  of  Tom  Stroud  the  Norfolk 
Yeoman,  divers  times,  publickly  afted  by  the 
Princes  Servants,  printed  in  quarto  London 
iFor  the  Plot  as  far  as  it  concerns 
Hiftory,  confUlt  the  Writers  on  the  Reign  of 
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King  Henry  the  Sixth : as  Fabian^  Caxton^  7)u 
Cbejnej  Tol  Vergil^  Grafton^  Stow^  Speedy  &c. 

Humour  out  of  Breathy  a Comedy  faid  to  be ' 
writ  by  our  Authorj^ut  which  I never  faw, 
and  therefore  can  lay  nothing  of  it. 

IJle  of  Gulls  ^2.  Comedy  often  afted  in  the  Black 
FryarSy  by  the  Childrien  of  the  Revels^  printed 
in  40  Lond.  This  is  a good  1:^1  ay^  and  is 

founded  on, the  incomparable  Sr.  Thilip  Sidney s 
Arcadia:  A Romance  of  that  efteem^  that  befides 
the  frequent  Editions  of  it  in  Englilh,- 1 have 
feen  it  tranflated  for  the' life  , of  Forreigners, 
both  in  the  French  and  Dutch. Tongues.- 
Law  Tricks^  oi  JVho  would  have  thought  it y 
a Comedy  divers  times  afted  by  the  Children, 
ofthe  Revels,  and  printed'in  quarto  Lond.  160%, 
Tarliament  of  Beesy  with  their  proper  Cha- 
raflers  y or  A Bee-hive  furnifoLwith  Twelve 
Honey -comb Sy  as  pleafant  as profitable  .^being  an 
allegorical  defeription  of  the  Ailions  of  good 
and  bad  men  in  thele  our  day’s.printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  1641.  and  dedicated  tcAhe  Worthy  Gen- 
tleman Mr.  George  Butler y Profeflbr  of  the  Arts 
Liberal,  and  true  Patron  of  negledled  Poefy. 

Travels  of  the  Three  Englijh  BrotherSy  Sr. 
ThomaSy  %x.  Anthony y and  lAt.  Robert  Shirley  i 
a-  Hiftory  play’d  by  her  Majefties  Servants , 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1607.  and  dedicated  to 
Honors  Favourites,  andTthe  intire  Friends  of 
the  Family  of  the  Shirleys.  In  the  Compofure 
of  this  Play  our  Author  was  aflifted  by  Mx.lFiL 
Ham  Rowley y and  'Mr..  George  JVilhins.  The 
foundation  of  it  may  be  read  in  feveral  Englifli 
Writers,  and  Chronicles;  particvlarly  I have 

H 4 ' leen 
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feen  it  in  Dr.  Fuller^  JForthies^  in  his  Dcfcrip- 
tion  of  Suff'ex  (J).  Whcxe-^the  Author  fpeaL 
ing  pf  the  fubieit  of  this  Comedy  fays  thus  : 

* As  to  the  Performances  of  thefe  Three  Bre- 
^ thren,  I know  the  Affidavit  of  a Poet  carries 
? but  a Tmall  credit  in  the  Court  of  Hiftory, 
f and  the  Comedy  made  of  them  is  but  a F riend- 
flyFoe  to  their  Memory,  as  fufpefted  more 
f accommodated  to  pleafe  the  prefent  Spefta- 
f tors,  than  to  inform  Pofterity.  However  as 
5 the  belief  pf  Mitio  (when  an  Inventory  of 
f his  adopted  Sons  Mifdemeanors  was  brought 
^to  him)  embraced  a middle  and  moderate 
^ way,  nec  omnia,  credere^  nec  nihil;  neither  to 
f believe  all  things, .nor  nothing  of  what  was 
f told  him : fo  in  the  Lift  of  their  Atchievements  ^ - 
? we  may  fafely  pitch  o$i  the  fame  Proportion, 
f and  when  abatement  is  made  for  Toetical Em-  . 
f heliJhmentSj  the  remainder  will  {peak  them 
5 worthy  in  their  Generations.  ‘ - ^ ' 

When  our  Author  Died  I know  not,  but  I 
have  read  an  Elegy  written  on  him  by  his 
Friend  Mr.  Tateham  (‘),  which  begins  thus  5: 

Don  Pheebus  novo  hath  loji  his  Eighty . 

* ' ' And  left  his  Rule  unto  the  Night ; , 

And  Cynthia  fie  hath  overcome  ' ' ^ 

I yfhe'daj/^  mddarkned  the  Sun  : 

•.  ' _ IVhefehy  voe  now  have  loji  our  hope^ 

’Of  gaming  Day  inf  Horofeopey  &c. 

At  this  jingling  rate  he  runs  on  to  the  end, 
miich  after  the  rate  of  a Gentleman  of  Lincolns 
Inn.;  who  writ  a more  ingenious  Poem,  upo^ 

' (0  Pag.  koy.  i^y  • 
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tlic  Tranfaftions  between  a Landlord  and  his 
Tenant  who  privately^ departed  from 

him  by  Night ; printed  in  a Angle  Sheet, 

1584.  To  (hew  the  Parallel  give  me  leave  to 
trarifcribe  the  Arii:  Ax  Lines,  by  which  the 
Reader  may  gnefs  at  the  Reft. 


Here  Nighty  andl>2cj  confpire  afecret  flight ; 
For  Day  they  fay  is  gone  away,  hy  Night, 
7"/6(?Day  is  pajifut  Landlord  vf  her  e^s your  Rent^ 
Tou  might  ha  feen^  that  Day  was  almoft  fpent^ 
Day  foldj  and  did  put  off  what  ere  he  mighty 
Thd  it  v^ds  neve  fo  7)  ark^  Day  would  he  Light, 


Thomas  Decker,  o 

A Poet  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  Ydva^Jamey 
the  Fir^^^  and  was  Contemporary  with  that 
admirable  Laureate  Mr.  Benjamin  Johnfon.  He 
was  more  famous  for  the  contention  he  had 
with  him  for  the  Bays,  than  for  any  great  Re- 
putation he  had  gain’d  by  his  own  Writings. 
Vet  even  in  that  Age,  he  wanted-  not  his  Ad- 
mirers, nor  his  Friends  amongft  the  Poets : in 
which  number  I reckon  the  Ingenious  Mr. 
Richard  Brome ; who  always  ftil’d  him  by  the 
Title  of  Father.  He  clubb’d  with in 
writing  Three  Plays;  and  with  Rowley  2csx<^Ford 
in  another : and  I think  I may  venture  to  fay, 
that  thefe  Plays  as  far  exceed  thofe  of  his  own 
Brain,  as  a platted  Whip-cord  exceeds  a Angle 
Thread  in  ftrength.  Of  thofe  which  he  writ 
alone,  1 know  none  of  much  Efteem,  except 
UntruJJing  the  Humourous  Foef  and  that 
' ' --V  ' ■ ‘ chiefly 
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chiefly  on  account  of  the  Subje6t  of  it,  which 
was  the  Witty  Ben  Johnfon,  He  has  had  a 
Hand  in  Twelve  Plays,  Eight  whereof  were  of 
his  own  Writing.  Of  all  which  I fhall  give  an 
account, in  their  Alphabetical  Order, as  follows; 

Bortunatus^d.  Comedy  ; of  \vhich  I can  give 
no  other  account  than  that  I once  barely  fa\v  ' 
"’it  and  is  printed  in  quarto./^ 

Honeft  JVhore^  the  FirfI:  Part;  a Comedy,  * 
with  the  Humours  of  the  Tatient  Man^  and  the 
longing  JVifCj  ailed  by  her  Majeflies  Servants 
with  great  applaufe;  printed  in  /i^^JLond.\6iy . 

HoneJlJVhorey  the  Second  Part ; a Comedy, 
with  the  Humours  of  the  Tatient  Manythc  Im- 
‘ fat  tent  JBife  ; the  Honejl  ^/6orc,perfwaded  by 
, flrong  Arguments  to  turn  Curtizan  again : her 
brave  refuting  thofe  Arguments ; and  laflly  the 
Comical  paflage  of  an  Italian  Brideallelj  where 
the  Scene  ends : printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1^30. 
This  Play  I believe  was  never  ailed,  neither  ' 
is  it  divided  into  Ails.  The  paflage  between 
the  Tatient  Man^  and  his  Impatient  JVtfe's  go- 
ing to  fight  for  the  Breeches,  with  the  happy 
Event,  is  exprcfl  by  Sr.  John  Harrington  in  , 
Verfe.  See  his  Epigrams  at  the  end  of 
Furiofo^  Book  i.  Epigr,  16. 

If  this  he  not  a good  Hay ^ the  Ttevil  is  in  ity  ■ 
a Comedy  ailed  with  great  applaufe,  by  the 
Qiieeifs  Majeflies  Servants,  at  the  Red  Bull; 
printed  Lond.  16 — and  dedicated  to  lys  loving, 
and  loved  Friends  and  Fellows,  the  Queens 
Majeflies  Servants:  by  which  he  nieans  the 
Ailors.  • The  beginning  of  his  Play,  feems  to 
be  writ  in  imitation  of  Match  'tcweH  Novel  of 
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Bclphegor : where  Tluto.  fumnions  the  Devils 
to  Councel. 

Match  me  in  Ltndon^  a Tragi-Comedy  often 
prefented,  firfl  at  the  in  St.  John's  Str^ety 
atid  lately  at  the  Private-houfe  in  B>rury4anCy 
call’d  the  printed  in  quarto  Londi6iJ, 

and  dedicated  to  the  Noble  Lover  (and  de- 
fervedly  Beloved)  of  the  Mufes,  LCdovokk 
Carkl  Elquire.  Some  account  this  a tolerable 
old  Play. 

Northward-Hoy  a Comedy  fundry  times  afled 
by  the  Children  of  Taulsy  printed  in  quarto 
JUtnd.  i6'o7.  This  Play  was  writ  by  our  Au- 
thor, and  John  JVehJler.  The  Plot  of  Green- 
fhield  and  Featherjione  s pretending  to  May-> 
berry  that  they  had  both  lain  with  his  Wife, 
and  how  they  came  to  the  knowledge  of  each 
other  by  her  Ring,  Adi  i.  Sc.  i.  is  founded  on 
a Novel  which  is  in  the  F)ucento  NoveUe  del 
Signior  Celio  Malefpiniy  Par.  i.  Nov.  2. 

Satyromafiix.,  or  The  UntruJJing  the  Humour-  ^ 
msToetj  a Comical  Satyr  prefen^d  publickly 
by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Chamher- 
Jaifis  Servants,  and  privately  by  the  Children 
of  Taulsy  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1602.  and 
dedicated  to  thci  World.  This  Play  was  writ 
on  the  occalion  of  Ben  Johnjons  T oet after y 
, where  under  the  Title  of  C\rifpinus , Ben  yz 
lafh’d  our  Author,  which  he  endeavour’d  to 
retaliate  by  Untruffing  Ben  under  the  Title  of 
Horace  Junior.  This  Play  is  far  inferior  to 
that  of  Mx.Johnfony  as  indeed  his  abilities  in 
Poetry ,were  no  ways  comparable  to  his : but 
this  may  be  faid  in  our  Atuhor’s  behalf,  that 

’twas 
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'twas  not  only  lawful,  but  excufable  for  him 
to  defend  himfelf : pray  therefore  hear  part  of 
his  Defence  in  his  own  language,  and  then 
cenfure  as  you  pleafe.  ^ Horace  (fays  he  (“)  ) 

^ his  Toet after s to  the  Bar,  the  Voet afters 

.‘Untrufs’d  Horace;  how  worthily  either,  or 
^ how  wrongflilly,  {JVorld)  leave  it  to  the  Jury: 
^Horace  (queftionlefs)  made  himfelf  believe 
^ that  his  Burzonian~mt  might  defperately  chal- 
^lenge  all  Comers,  and  that  none  durlt  take  ^ 
‘up  the  Foyles  againft  him. " Its  likely,  if  he 
‘had  not  fo  believ’d,  he  had > not  been  lb 
‘deceiv’d,  for  he  was  anfwcr’d  at  hisJl^wn 
‘Weapon : And  if  before  ApoUo  himfelf  (who 
* is  C&ronator  Toetay'urn)  an  Inquifttion  fhould 
‘ be  taken  touching  this  lamentable  merry 
‘ murdering  of  Innocent  Poetry : all  Mount 
‘ He  Hie  on  to  Bun-hill^  would  find  it  on  \he 
‘ Toet afters  fide  fe  defendendo. 

IVeftvoard-Hoy  a Comedy  divers  times  a6led  - 
by' the  Childr^^n  of  Tauls^  and  printed  in  quarto  * 
Hmd,  1607. 'This  was  writ  by  our  Author 
'2.Vi^y\x.lVehfter, 

JVhore  of  Babylon^  an  Hiftory,  a6led  by  the 
Prince’s  Servants,  and  printed  in  quarto  Lond, 
1607.  The  defign  of  this  Play  is  under  feign’d 
Names  to  fee  forth  the  admirable  Virtues  of 
Queen  Elizabeth^  and  the  Dangers  which  fhe 
cicap’d,  by  the  happy  difeovery  of  thofe  Dc- 
figns  againft  her  Sacred  Perfon  by  the  Jefiiites, 
and  other  Biggoted  Papifts.  The  Queen  is  fha- 
dow’d  under  the  Title  of  Titania  ; Rome  under 
that  of  Babylon;  Campian  the  Jefuite  is  repfe« 

' (u)  Sec  Epiftle  Dedicatory^ 


fented 


A 


^X?  , • yj^/yS'  ^ ^ 


■€> 


4^ 


-h 


^e-&->-f^-<z^  <5c^— «3:  c^ 


4^  y^v-^  c=»^p  At^  ■*•  ^/♦*--'^l-jp.  ,<,v^^<c-«^  ' y -«.-«^  . , v7 


- yn^y"^  — ~y , >■ 


^ry/^Tz 

.cy^!^/Z-'^'t^  Xi.y  ^?-e^  ^ ' y*--t.^^  o»y^y^  e^*y 

'^c-'c^yy  ^.,1^ 


Dramatick  Poets.  125 

fented  by  the  Name  of  Campeim  ; Dr.  Fariy 
by  Tarridely  &c. 

tVyafs  HiBory^  a Flay  faid  to  be  writ  by 
Him  VLTid^fFehfter^  and  printed  in  quarto.  Tho’ 
1 never  faw  this  Play,  yet  T fuppole  the  fubjc£l 
of  it  is  Sr.  Thomas  Wy at  of  Kent^  who  made 
an  Infurreftion  in  theFirll  year  of  Qween  Mary 
to  prevent  her  Match  with  Thilip  of  Spain  : 
but  as  this  is  only  conjefture,  I muft  reft  in 
ililpence  till  I can  fee  the  Play. 

Befides  thefe  Plays  he  joyn’d  with  Rovoley 
and  Ford  in  a Play  calFd  ThclVitch  of  Edmonton^ 
of  which  you  will  find  an  account  in  WiUiam 
Rowley,^ 

There  are  Four  other  Plays  aferib’d  to  our 
Author,  in  which  he  is  faid  by  Mr.  Thilips  (^) 
and  Mr.  JVinJianley  {y)  to  be  an  Aflbciate  with 
John  JVehJler  ; ,viz.  ISloble  Stranger  ; New  Tric^ 
to  Cheat  the  T>evil ; JVeakefi  goes  to  the  JVad; 
IVoman  mil  have  her  IVill,  In  all  which  they 
are  miftaken ; for  the  firft  was  written  by 
Lewis  Sharpy  and  the  other  by  anonymous* 
Authors. 

Sir  John  Denham,  Knight 
of  the  B ATH. 

Q A Poet  of  the  firft  Form,  whole  Virtue  and 
Memory  will  ever  be  as  dear  to  all  Lovers  of 
Poetry,  as  his  Perfon  was  to  Majefty  it  felf  y 
I mean.  King  Charles  the  Firft,  and  Second. 

(%)  ?ostSy  p.  u6.  (y)  Lives  p/ the  VaetSifAiy* 
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He  was  tlie  only  Son  of  Sir  John  t>enham  of 
little  Horejly  \xi  Bon\  3.1  Z>uhlin  in 

freland.^Yiis  Father  being  at  the  time  of  his 
Nativity  a Judge  of  that  Kingdome,  and  Lord 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer.  But  before  the 
Foggy  Air  of  that  Climate,  could  influence,  " 
or  any  way  adulterate  his  Mind,  he  was  brought 
from  thence  his  Father  being  prefer’d  to  be 
One  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  England.^ 
At  Sixteen  years  of  Age,  in  the  Year  16^31.  he " 
was  taken  from  School,  and  fent  to  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  where  he  became  a Member 

of  Trinity  Colledge.  In  this  Society  he  Ipent 
fbme  years  ; after  he  was  remov’d  again  to  Lon^ 
don.^  and  follow’d  the  Study  of  the  Ciy  il  - 

The  Civil  War  breaking  out,  this  Honour-^  ' 
able  Perfort  exerted  his  Loyalty  fo  far,  that 
upon  the  voluntary  offer  of  his  Service,  he 
was  intrufted  by  the  Queen,  to  deliver  a Met 
fage  to  his  Majefty,  (=')  ^ V/ho  at  that  time  (viz. 

^in  1647.)  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Army.  By 
Hugh  Teterss  Afliflance  he  got  admittance 
^ to  the  King,  who  was  then  at  Cauffam^  and 
having  deliver’d  his  Inftru6l:ions,  his  Majefly 
^ was  pleafed  to  difcourle  very  freely  with  him; 
^of  tne  whole  Rate  of  Affairs ; and  at  his  de- 
^ parture  from  Hmnpton-Court.^  he  was  pISs  d ' " 
toTmntnandTiim  to  Ray  privately  in  London^ 

^ to  fend  to  him,  and  to  receive  from  him  all  . 
'^his  Letters  froni  and  to  all  his  Correfpom 
^ dents  at  Home  and  Abroad  ; hnd  he  was  fur- 
^ ther  furnifht  with  Nine  Cyphers  in  order  to 
^ it:  which  Truff  he  performed  with  great 
Vz-j  iise  iu5  Epiltk  to  tlig 
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^ fafety  to  the  Perfons  with  whom  he  corrc- 
^ fponded ; but  about  Nine  Months  after,  being 
^ difcover'd  by  their  knowledge  o^Mr.Cowley\ 
^Hand,  he  happily  efcap’d  beyond-SeTboth  ipr 
^ himfelf,  and  thofe  that  held  Correfpondence 
^ with  him.  He  got  fafe  to  His  Majefly  King 
^ Charles  the  Second,  and  during  his  Attend- 
^ ance  on  the  King  in  Holland  and  France^  His 
^Majefty  was  pleas’d  fometimes  to  give  him 
^Arguments,  to  divert  and  put  off  the  evil  . 
^ Hours  of  their  Banifhment,  which  (as  he 
^modcilly  expreffes  himfelf)  now  and  then 
^ fell  not  fliort  of  His  Majefty’s  Expedation.'^ 

At  His  Majefty  s departure  from  St.Germams 
tojerfefy  he  was  pleas’d  without  any  follicita- 
tion,  to  confer. upon  Sir  the  office  of  Sur^-y 

veyor  General  ol  all  His  Majefties  Royal  Build-* 
ihp;  and  at  his  Coronation, created  him  Knight 
of  the  Bath.  This  Honor  he  enjoy’d  Eight 
years,  and  then  furrender’d  up  his  Honor  v/ith 
his 'Soul,  on  the  Tenth  day  of  March  in  the  ^ 
Year  16(58.  at  his^Houfe  near  IFhite-haU^  and 
was  Buried  the  Twen ty- third  Inftant  at  JVejl^ 
minjier^  amongfl  thofe  Noble  Poets,  Chaucer^  4 
Spencer^  and  Cowkp.  , ' ’ 

After  this  Abridgment  of  his  Life,  I am 
next  to  give  you  a Summary  of  his  Works. 
They  confift  of  Poems,  part  of  which  are  Tran^- 
flations ; as  T’he  T>eJiruliton  of  Trojr^  an  EJfay 
on  the  Second  Booh  of  Virgil’j  ^neis,  7 he 
Taffion  of  Dido  for  .d5.neas,  being  the  later  part 
of  the  Fourth  "Eook’farpedonsSpeech  to  Glaucus^ 
being  part  of  the  Twelfth  Book  of  Homer  ; 
Two  Pieces  from  the  Mandrd^  upon 
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tile  twofirfl  Cardinal  Virtues,  Trudence^  and  il 
JuBke^  &c.  Others,  are  his  own  Produftions^  : 
amongfi:  which  his  Coopers  Hill  is  moft  com- 
tnended  ; A Toerriy  which  (in  the  Opinion  of  j 
Mr.  7)ryden[^\  who  is  without  contradiction 
a very  able  Judge  in  Poetry)  /c>r  of 

the  St  iky  island  ever  mil  he  ^ the  exafi  Standard 
’ of  good  iVriting.  His  Verfes  on  Sir 
^ fanfaw\  Tranflation  of  IlTafior,  Fidoj  and 
his  Preface  to  the  T>eJirtiiiion  of  Troy^  fhew 
fufficiently  his  Judgment,  and  his  Tranflations 
themfelves  his  Genius,  forPeformances  of  that  ‘ 
hature  : and  admitting  it  true,  that  few  Ver-  ;i 
fions  deferve  praife ; yet  His  are  to  be  excepted* 
from  the  general  Rule.  His  Elegy  on  Mn  ; 

. Cowley^  of  'which  we  have  tranferibed  ^ 
already  in  the  Account  of  that  great  Man  (^), 
will  make  his  Name  famous  to  Pollerity:  and  j 
there  wants  nothing  to  eternife  his  Name,  hut  | 
a Pen  equal  to  his,  (if  any  fuch  were  to  be  • 
found)  to  perform  the  like  Friendly  office  to  j| 

' ■ his  Manes,  > . ' i' 

He  has  writbut  one  Play/^but  by  that  Speci-  i 
men  we  may  judge  of  his  ability  in  Dramatickji  Ij 
as  well  as  Epick  Poefy  ; this  Play  being  gene- 
rally  commended.  ’Tis  call’d  Tra- 

gedy, aCled  at  the  Private-houfe  iri  Blackcfriars  ■ 
with  good  applaufe : ’Twas  firft^  printed  in  ' ) 
^ quarto  Lond.  i6ofL.  but  fince  piiblifht  with  hh  | 
Poems  and  Tranflations;  all  which  are  dedi*  ]| 
cated  to  King  Charles  the  Second;  The  laft 
Edition  being  printed  in  oCiavo  Lond.  1671-  | 

For  the  Plot  of  this  Play,  it  is  the  fame  with 
Ep.  Dcd.»  to  (b)  ScePag»  83. 

that 
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thatof  Barons  dMirza^  (which  Story  you  may 
'find  in  Herberts  Travels^  tho'  differently  hand^ 
led  by  each  Poet : and  tho’  it  has-been  obje£led 
h^  VitTBaron^  that  oiir  Author  kills  Ahhas\A 
this  Tragedy,  who  really  furviV’d  fome  years 
after  the  Murther  of' his  Son  ; it  may  be  an- 
fwer’d,  That  he  did  only  Poetical  Jtiffice,  and 
took  no  other  Liberty  than  what  is  allow’d  by 

Horace  ^ 

TiSiorihus  atquc  Toetis 

niApnrIi  lefkper ^Uit  {£qua  Potcjlas* 


A Gentleman  of  whom  I can  give  no  other 
account  than  what  I learn  from  a Play  he  has 
written ; viz  That  he  was  of  Grays-Inn  ; and 
that  to  divert  himfelf  after  the  Fatigue  of  the 
Law,  he  employ’d  himfelf  in  Reading  Hiffory, 
the  Effedls  whereof  produc’d  The  Roman  Ge-^ 
neralsj  or  The  TJtJlre [fed Ladies^  a Play  written 
in  Hcroick  Verfe,  printed  in  quarto  Lond. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Robert 
Lord  Brook.  The  Plot,  as  far  as  it  concerns 
HiRory,  v may  be  read  iii  T Jut  arch's  Lives  of 
Cyfar  and  Pompey  ; fee  befides  Suetonius .^Luc an j 
fyc.  ‘ But  the  Author  has  not  (as  he  himfelf 
^owns  altogether  follow’d, nor  yet  declin’d 
f Hiftory,  leaft  by  the  one,  his  Play  might  be 
^ took  for  a Piece'  tranllated  out  or  Livy.^  or 
^ Lucan.^  or  by  the  other  for  an  idle  Romance  ; 
^but  like  the  Traveller  for  Delight,  he  has 
^ fometimes  follow’d  and-fomerimes  quitted  his 
^ Rode.  This  Play,  as  I conjeflure  from  the 
(c)  Vt  Arte  Poet  tea,  (d)  Epirtle  Ucdicaiory. 
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Prologue  and  Epilogue  was  never  afled,  they 
being  ratlier  addrefs’d  to  the  Stationers  Cuflo- 
mers;  than  the  Audience. 

X John  Dryden,  Efq; 

A Perfon  whole  Writings  have  made  him  re- 
markable to  all  forts  of  Men,  as  being  for  a long 
time  much  read,  and  in  great  Vogue.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  the  Characters  given  of  him,  by 
fuch  as  are, or  would  be  thought  Wits,  are  vari- 
ous ; fince  even  thofe,  who  are  generally  allow’d 
to  be  fuch,  are  not  yet  agreed  in  their  Verdifts. 
And  as  their  Judgments  are  different,  as  to  his 
Writings  ; fo  are  their  Cenfures  no  lefs  repug- 
nant to  the  Managery  ol  his  Life,  fome  excu- 
ling  what  thele  condemn,  and  fome  exploding 
what  thofe  commend  : So  that  we  canfcarce 
find  them  agreed  in  any  One  thing,  lave  this^ 
That  he  was  Poet  Lanreat  and  Hilloriogra- 
pher  to  His  late  Majefty.  For  this,  and  other 
Reafons,  I lhall  wave  all  Particularities  of  his 
Life ; and  let  pafs  the  Hilloriog raphe r,  that  I 
may  keep  the  clofer  to  the  Poet,  toward  whom 
I lliall  life  my  accullom’d  Freedome  ; and  ha- 
ving Ipoken  my  Sentiments  of  his  Predeceffbrs 
Writings,  lhall  venture  without  partiality,  to 
cxercile  my  (lender  Judgment  in  giving  a Cen- 
fure  of  his  Works. 

Mr.  Dryiien  is  the  moll:  Voluminous  Drama- 
tick  Writer  of  our  Age,  he  having  already  ex- 
tant above  Twenty  Plays  of  his  own  writing, 
as  the  Title-page  of  each  would  perfwade  the 
World ; tho’  fome  people  have  been  fo  bold 
as  to  call  the  Truth  of  this  in  queftion,  and  to  " 
, . «propo^  ^ 
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propogate  in  the  world  another  Opinion. 

His  Genius  feems  to  me  to  incline  to  Tragedy 
and  Satyr,  rather  than  Comedy  : and  methinks 
he  writes  much  better  in  Herokhj  •>  than  in 
hldnJ^  Ferje,  His  very  Enemies  mufl:  grant 
that  there  his  Numbers  are  fweet,  and  flowing; 
that  he  has  with  fuccefs  pradlic’d  the  new  way 
“of  Verfifying  introduc’d  by  his  Predecefibr  Mr. 
Waller^  and  follow’d  fince  with  fuccefs,  by  Sr. 
John  "Denhayriy  and  others.  But  for  Comedy^ 
he  is  for  the  moll  part  beholding  to  French 
Romances  and  Plays , not  only  for  his  Plots, 
but  even  a.  great  part  of  his  Language  : tho’ 
at  the  fame  time,  he  has  the  confidence  to  pre- 
^ varicate,  if  not  flatly  deny  the  Accufation,  and 
equivocally  to  vindicate  himfelf ; as  in  the  Pre- 
face to  the  Moch  AJirologer : where  he  men- 
tions Thomas  Corneille  s le  Feint  Aftrologue  be- 
caus’d  ’twas  tranflated,  and  the  Theft  prov’d 
upon  him  ; but  never  fays  One  word  of  MoU 
Here's  T)epit  amoreuXy  from  whence  the  great- 
effc  part  of  JFiJd-hlooa  and  JacintUy  (which  he 
owns  are  the  chiefefl  parts  of  the  Play)  are 
ftollen.  I cannot  pafs  by  his  Vanity  (^)  in 
faying,  ‘That  thofe  who  have  called  Virgil^ 
‘ Terence  and  Tajfo^  Plagiaries  (tho’  they  much 
‘injur’d  them)  had  yet  a better  Colour  for 
‘ their  Accufation  : nor  his  Confidence  in  fhel- 
tring  himfelf  under  the  prote61ion  of  their 
great  Names,  by  affirming,  ‘ That  he  is  able 
‘ to  fay  the  fame  for  his  Play,  that  he  urges  for 
‘ their  Poems ; viz.  That  the  Body  of  his  Play 
‘ is  his  own,  and  fo  are  all  the  Ornaments  of 
(e)  preface  lo  Jiock 

I i 
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^Lanoiuage,  and  Elocution  in  them.  I appeal  ' 
only  to  thofe  who  are  vers’d  in  the  Frencli  \ 
I Tongue,  and  will  take  the  pains  to  compare 
this  Comedy  with  the  French  Plays  above- 
mention’d ; if  this  be^not.fomewhat  more  than  * 
Mental  Refeiwation,  or  to  ufe  one' of  his  own^ 
Expreffions,  ( ^ SophiJUcated  Iruth^  'with  an 
aUay  of  Lye  int. 

Nor  are  his  Charadlers  lefs  borrow’d  in  his 
Tragedies,  and  the  ferious  parts  of  his  Tragi- 
comedies ; as  I fhall  obferve  in  thefequel.  It 
{ball  fuffice  me  at  prefent,  to  fhew  how  Magi- 
fterially  he  huffs  at,  and  domineers  over,  the 
French  in  his  Preface  to  the  Conqueji  of  Gra- 
nada. ‘ I fliall  never  (fays  he)  fubjedl  my  Cha- 
^ rafters  to  the  French  Standard  ; where  Love 
‘and  Honour  are  to  be  weigh’d  by-Drams  and 
‘and  Scruples  : yet,  where  I have  defign’d.  the 
‘patterns  of  exaft  Vii'tue,  fuch  ak'in,  this  Play 
‘ are  the  Parts  of  Ahtqhtde.^  of  Ozmyn.^  and  Ben- 
^zaidaj  I may  fafely  challenge  the  befl  of 
‘ theirs.  . Now^  ,the  Reader  is  defir’d  to  obferve 
that  all  the  Charafters  of  that  Play  are  ffollen 
from  the  French  :’  fo  that  Mr.  pryden  took  a 
fecure  way  to  Conqueff,  for  having 'robb’d 
them  of  their  Weapons,  he  mighi  fafely  chal- 
lenge them  and  beat  them  too,  efpecially  ha- 
ving gotten  fPdnct  de  Leon  (s)  ‘ on  his  fide,  in. 
difguife,  and  under  the^Title  of  Almanzor : and 
fhould  Monjieur  de  Voiture  prefumc  to  lay 
claim  to  his  own  Song  L! Amour  fous  fa  Loy^^, 

(^ ) w’hich  Mr.  has  robb’d  him  .of^  and 

(^ ) Lovt  I'i  a.  Nunnery  y '{•'>9  (f)  Tht  Chief  Hero  ini  i 

Ilorr.anGe  call’d  Alifutridc*  (h)  Poelhs  at  MJe  : 
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plac’d  in  tlie  Play  of  Sr.  ^^artin  Marr-all^  (be- 
ing that  Song  w hich  begins  Blmd  Love  to  this 
Hour  See.)  our  Poet  would  go  nigh  to  beat  him 
with  a Staff' of  his  ow^n  Rimes,  with  as  much 
eafe,  as  Sr.  ^artm  defeated  the  Bailiffs  in 
refeue  of  his  Rival. 

But  had  he  only  extended  his  Conqueffs  over 
the, French  Poets^  I had  not  medled  in  this 
Affair,  and  he  might  have  taken  part  with 
AchiUes.)  and  Rinaldoy  againff  Cjty  uSj  and  Oroon- 
dates^  without  my  engaging  in  this  Forre;iga 
War:  but  when  I found  him  flu  flit  with  his 
Viftory  over  the  great  Scudery.,  aricj  with  AL 
manzods  affiflance  triumphing  over  the  noble 
Kingdome  of  Granada;  and  not  content  with 
Conqueffs  abroad  , like  another  Julius  Cccfar., 
turning  his  Arms  upon  his  own  Country  ; and 
as  if  the  profcription  of  his  Contemporaries 
Reputation,  w^ere  not  fufficient  'to  fatiate  his 
-impkaeahle  thirff  after  Fame,  endeavouring  to 
demolifti  the  Statues  and  Monuments  of  his 
Anceffors,  the  Works  of  thofe  his  Illuftrious 
Predeceflors,  Shakefpear,,  Fletcher.^  d.i\d  Johnf on : 
I was  refolv’d  to  endeavour  the  refeue  and 
prefer vation  of  thofe  excellent  Trophies  of 
Wit,  by  raifing  the  Tojfe-comitatus  upon  this 
Poetick  Almanzor.,  to  put  a ffop  to  his  Spoils 
upon  his  own  Country-men.  Therefore  I pre- 
fent  my  felf  a Champion  in  the  Dead  Poets 
Caufe,  to  vindicate  their  Fame,  with  the  fame 
Courage^  tho’  I hope  different  Integrity  than 
Almanzor  engag’d  in  defence  of  Queen  Alma- 
hide.^  when  he  bravely  Swore  like  d,Hero^  that 
his  Caufe  was  right,  and  She  was  innocent; 
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tlio’  jufl;  before  the  Combat,  when  'alone,  he 
own’d  he  knew  her  falfe  : (*) 

I have  out -fac' d my  f el f andjujiifyd 
IV hat  I kne  VO  fdj'e  to  all  the  JVorld  he  fide. 
She  voas  as  Fait  hie fs  as  her  Sex  could  he  ; 
And  novo  I am  alone ^ foe's  fo  to  me. 


But  to  wave  this  digreffion,  and  proceed  to 
the  Vindication  of  the  Ancients ; . which  that 
I may  the  better  perform,  for  the  Readers  Di- 
ve rfion,  and  that  Mr.  Dryden  may  not  tell  me, 
that  what  1 have  faid,  is  \ow\.^atts  diStum^  I 
fliall  fet  down  the  .Heads  of  his  Depofitions  a- 
gainfl;  our  ancient  Englifh  Poets,  and  then  en- 
deavour the  Defence  of  thofe  great  Men,  who 
certainly  defer v’d  liiiich  better  of  Poflerity, 
than  to  be  fo  difrefpeftively  treated  as  he  has 
nfed  them. 

Mr.  Shakejpear  as  firfl  in  Seniority  I think 
ought  to  lead  the  Van,  and  therefore  I fhall 
give  you  his  iVccount  of  him  as  follows  (^)  : 
^ Sbakefpear  who  many  times  has  written  better 
^than  any  Poet  in  any  Language,  is  yet  fo  far 
^ from  writing  Wit  always,  or  exprefling  that 
^Wit  according  to  the  dignity  of  theSubje6l, 
^that  he  writes  in  many  places  below- — - the 
^ dnllefl:  W riters  of  ours,  or  any  precedent  Age. 
^He  is  the  Janus  of  Poets  ; he  wears  al- 
^ moll;  every  w he  re.  t wxTFaceTr  and  you  have 
^ fcarce  begun^'to  admire  the  One,  ere  you  de- 
^ fjaife  the  other.  Speaking  of  Mr.  Sbakefpear  s 
^ Plots,  he  fays  they  were  lame,  (^)  and  that 
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^ many  of  them  were  made  up  of  fome  ridicu- 


o 


^ lous,  incoherent  Story,  whicfi  in  one  Play, 

^ many  times  took  np  the  bufinefs  of  an  A^e: 
fiippofc  (fays  he)  I need  not  name  Tericles 
^ Prince  of  Tyre^  nor  the  Hiftorical  Plays  of 
^ Shakefpear ; Befides  many  of  the  reft,  as  the 
^ JVintersTale^  Love  s Labour  loji^  Meafure  for 
^ MeafurCy  which  were  either  grounded  on  Im- 
^'poflibilities,  or  at  leaft  fb  meanly  written,  that 
^the  Comedy  neither  caufed  your  Mirth,  nor 
^the  ferious  jDart  your  Concernment.  He 
fays  further,  Moft  of  Shak^ pears  Plays,  I 

^ mean  the  Stories  of  them,  are  to  be  found  in 
‘the  Heccatomouthi j or  Hundred  Novels  of 
^Cmthio.  I have  my  felf  read  in  his  Italian, 

‘ that  of  Romeo  zxA  Juliet ; The  Moor  of  Henice^ 

‘ and  many  others  of  them. 

He  Chara6lerifes  Mr.  Fletcher^  who  writ 
y[x.  Shake f pear  ^ ‘As  a Perfon  that 

^ neither  underftood  correft  Plotting,  nor  that  ^ 

‘ which  they  call  The  Decorum  of  the  Stage : of 
'Which  he  gives  feveral  Inftances  out  of  Phu 
lafler  j Humourous  Lieutenant  ^ and  Faithful 
Shepherdefs  ; which  are  too  long  to  be  here  in* 
ferted.  in  another  place  he  fpeaks  of  Fletcher 
tJjus  (o) ; ‘Neither  is  the  Luxuriance  of  Fletcher 
‘ a lefs  fault  than  the  Carelefnefs  of  Shakefpear. 

‘ He  does  not  well  always,  and  when  he  does, 

‘ he  is  a true  Englifh-man ; he  knows  not  when 
‘ to  give  over.  If  he  wakes  in  one  Scene,  he 
‘commonly  {lumbers  in  another  y and  if  he 
‘pleafes  you  in  the  firft  three  A6ts,  he  is  fre- 

(m)  l^retace  to  MicJj  ^pQioger,  B.  4,  (n)  l^ofircript?  p»i44» 

(o')  Ibid  p.146.,  .X* 

1 4 quent- 
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^quently  fo  tired  with  his  Labour,  that  he  goes 
‘ heavily  in  the  Fourth,  and  links  under  his 
^Burthen  in  the  Fifth.  Speaking  of  his  Plots, 
^(p)  he  fays,  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  had  mou 
^ol  theirs  from  ^panijh  Novels  : witnefs  The 
^ Chances^  The  Spawp)  Curate^  Buie  a Wife  and 
hceie  alF'tfe^  The  little  French  Lawyer^  andfo 
^many  others  of  them  as  compole  the  greatefl 
^part  ot  their  Volume  in  Folio. 

As  to  the  great  Ben  Johnfon  he  deals  not 
much  better  with  him,  though  he  would  be 
thought  to  admire  him  ; and  if  he  praife  him  in 
one  Page,  he  wipes  it  out  in  another : thus  tho^ 
he  calls  him  ^Thejnoft  Judicious  of  Toets 
^ and  Inimitable  Writer^  yet,  he  lays,  his  Excel- 
^lency  lay  in  the  low  Chara61ers  of  Vice,  and  , 
^ Folly.  When  at  any  time  (fays  he)  Ben 
^ aim’d  at  Wit  in  the  fi:ri6fer  fence,  that  is 
‘ lharpnefs  of  Conceit,  he  was  forc’d  to  borrow 
^ from  the  Ancients,  (as  to  my  Knowledge  he 
^ did  very  much  from  Tlautus : ) or  when  he 
^ trulled  himf  If  alone,  often  fell  into  meannefs 
^ of  exorellion.  Nay  he  was  not  free  from  the 
^ lowell  and  mofl  groveling  Kind  of  Wit,\yhich  . 
^ vre  call  Clenches  ; of  which  Every  Man  in  his 
^ Humour  is  infinitely  full,  and  which  is  worfe, 

^ the  wittieft  Perfons  in  the  Dramma  fpeak 
‘them. 

Thefe  are  his  own  Words,  and  his  Judg- 
ment of  thefe  three  Great  Men  in  particular, 
now  take  hls~D pinion  of  them  all  in  general, 
which  is  as  follows  ; ( ^ But  Malice  and  Par- 
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^tiality  fet  apart,  let  any  Man,  who  under- 
^ftands  Englifti,  read  diligently  the  Works  of 
^ Shah  [pear  and  Fletcher  ; and  1 dare  undertake 
^ that  he  will  find  in  every  Page,  either  fome 
^ Sokdfme  in  Speech,  or  fome  notorious  flaw  in 
^Sence.  In  the  next  Page,  fpeaking  oFlheir 
Sence  and  Language,  he  lays,  ^ I dare  alnioft 
challenge  any  Man  to  Ihew  me  a Page  toge- 
^ther  which  is  correil  in  both.  As  tor  Ben 
^^ohnfon  I am  loath  to  name  him,  becatife  he 
^is  a molt  judicious  Author,  yet  he  often  falls 
^into  tilde  Errors.  Speaking  of  their  Wit,  he 
gives  it  this  Charader  (^),  have  always 
^acknowledg’d  the  Wit  of  our  Predeceflbrs, 
^ with  all  the  Veneration  that  becomes  me ; but 
^ I am  Pure,  their  Wit  was  not  that  of  Gentle- 
^men;  there  was  ever  lo  me  what  that  waslll- 
^ bred  and  Clownilh  in  it:  and  which  conftfl: 

^ the  Converlation  of  the  Authors.  Speaking 
of  the  advantage  which  acmes  to  our  Writing, 
from  Converfation,  he  fays  (*),  ‘In  the  Age 
^ wherein  thofe  Poets  liv’d,  there  was  lefs  of 
^Gallantry,  than  in  ours;  neither  did  they 
^ keep  the  bell  C ompany  of  theirs.  Their  For- 
^ tjune  has  been  much  like  that  of  Epicurus y in 
^ the  Retirement  of  his  Gardens : to  live  al- 
^ mofi:  unknown,  and  to  be  Celebrated  after 
‘ their  Deceafe.  I cannot  find  that  any  of  them 
^ were  Converfant  in  Courts,  except  Benjohn^ 
^fon : and  his  Genius  lay  not  fo  much  that  way, 
^as  to  make  ah  Improvement  by  it.  He  gives 
this  Chara61er  of  their  Audiences  (“) ; ^ They 
? knew  no  better,  and  therefore  were  fatisfied 
(0  Ibid./?.  148.  (t)  ibid.  ibid*  144. 

! 


^ with 
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‘ with  what  they  brought.  Thofe  who  call 
‘theirs  The  Golden  ^ge  of  Toetry^  have  only 
‘ this  Reafon  for  it,  that  they  were  then  con- 
‘tent  with  Acorns,  before  they  knew  the  ufc 
‘of  Bread  ; or  that  J^pvis  was  become  a 
‘Proverb. 

Thefe  are  Errors  which  Mr.  Dryden  has 
found  out  in  the  niofl  Corre6l  Dramatick  Poets 
of  the  lafl  Age,  and  fays  (^)  in  defence  of  our 
prefent  Writers,  That  if  they  reach  not  fome 
Excellencies  of  Benjohnfon^  yet  at  leaft  they' 
are  above  that  Meannefs  of  Thought  which 
he  has  tax’d,  and  which  is  fb  frequent  in  him- 
After  this  he  falls  upon  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  laft  Age  in  a Charader^  which  (as  Bayes 
fays)  is  flieer  point  and  Satyr  throughout  (^) ; 
for  after  having  Droll’d  upon  them,  calling 
them  Old  Fellows  , Grave  Gentlemen^  &c.  -he 
fummes  up  his  Evidence,  and  fings  an  To  7 ri- 
iimphe  ; aferibing  his  Viftory  to  the  Gallantry 
and  Civility  of  this  Age,  and  to  his  own  Know- 
ledge of  the  Cufloms  and  Manners  of  it. 

-N  I muff  do  Mr.  F)ryden  this  jufUce,  to  ac- 
quaint the  World,  that  here,  and  there  in  this 
Tojifeript^  he  interfperfes  fome  faint  Praifes  of 
thefe  Authors ; and  beggs  the  Reader’s  Pardon 
for  acciifing  them  (^ ) , ^ Defiring  him  to  con- 
y ‘fider  that  he  lives  in  Age  where  his  leafl 
‘faults  are  feve rely  cenlur’d,  and  that  he  has 
‘ no  way  left  to  extenuate  his  failings,  but  by 
‘ fliewing  as  great  in  thofe  whom  he  admires. 
Whether  this  be  a fufficient  Excufe  or  no,  I 
/ leave  to  the  Criticks : but  fure  I am  that  this 
(x)  ibid.  p.  14^.  (y)  Ib.d.  p.i44*  W Ibid,  p,  149* 
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procedure  feems  exaftly  agreeable  to  die  Cha^ 
rafter  which  an  ingenious  Perfon  draws  of  a 
Malignant  Wit,  ( ^ Who  confcioiis  of  his  own 
^ Vices,  and  ftudious  to  conceal  them,  en- 
^ deavours  by  Detraftion  to  make  it  appear  that  - 
^others  alfo  of  greater  Eftimation  in  the' 

^ world,  arc  tainted  with  the  fame  or  greater: 

‘as  Infamous  Women  generally  excufe  their 
‘perfonaf  Debaucheries,  by  incriminating  up- 
‘on  their  whole  Sex,  callumniating  the  mofl 
‘ Chafi  and  Virtuous,  to  palliate  their  own  diD  ' 
‘ honour. 

But  ’tis  not  the  Poets  only  that  Mr.  Dryden 
attacks,  for  had  I time,  I could  ealily  prove  he 
has  Almanzor-\)ke,  fell  foul  upon  almolt  all  jR^- 
ligions.  Parties,  and  Orders  of  Mankind ; fo 
^ that  whilinie  was  ylpoUd^  ^ubllitute,  he  has 
play’d  as  odd  Tricks,  and  been  as  Mad  as  his 
own  Wild-Bull  which  he  turn’d  loofe  m Sierra 
Rondaip); 

JVhilJl  Monarch-like  he  ranged  the  lifted  Fieldy 

Some  tofs'd^  fomc  god d^  fome  trampling  donson 
he  kilid. 

vAnd  as  if  by  being  Lau,reat,  he  were  as  In- 
fallible as  St.  Peters  Succeflbr;  and  had  as 
large  a Delpotick  Power  as  Pope  Stephanus  the 
Sixth  to  damn  his  Predeceflbrs  ; he  has  aflault- 
‘cd  with  all  the  Bitternefs  imaginable  not  only 
the  Church  of  England^  but  alfo  ridicul’d  the 
Several  ProfelTions  of  the  Lutherans^  Calviniftsy 
Sociniansy  Treshyteriansy  HugonotSy  Anahaptifisy 

(a)  Dr.  Cbdrietoi^  Different  of  Men>  p.  izo.  (b) 
Gonqueft  of  Grwday  pare  i>  A<fc.  i,  Sc, 

‘ ‘ Inde^ 
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Independents^  fakers ^ 6cc.  tho’  I muft  obfervc 
by  the  way,  that  Ibme  people  among  the  Per- 
fwafions  here  mention’d  might  jiiftly  have  ex- 
pefted  better  iifage  from  him  on  Account  of 
old  Acquaintance  in  the  Year  16^9.  But  this 
being  at  prefent  Foreign  to  my  Subjeft,  I fhall 
not  after  an  A61  of  Oblivion  revive  forgotten 
Crimes,  but  go  on  with  the  Thing  1 have  un- 
dertook, [to  wit)  The  Defence  of  the  Poets  of 
the  laft  Age. 

Were  yh.Dryden  really  as  great  a Scholar, 
as  he  would  have  the  World  believe  him  to 
be  ; he  would  have  call’d  to  mind,  that  Horner^ 
whom  he  profefleth  to  imitate,  had  fet  him  a 
better  pattern  of  Gratitude,  who  mentions 
with  Refpeft  andKindnefs  his  Mailer  Themis^ 
Mentor  of  Ithaca^  and  even  Tychius^  the  ho- 
nell  Leather-drePer.  Had  he  follow’d  Virgil^ 
w hom  he  would  be  thought  to  eiteem  ; inltead 
of  Reproaches,  he  had  heap’d  Panegyricks,  oh 
the  Allies  of  his  liludrious  Predeceflbrs : and 
rather  than  have  tax’d  them  with  their  Errors 
in  fuch  a rude  manner,  w-ould  have  efidea- 
vour’d  to  fix  them  in  the  Temple  of  Fame, 
as  he  did  Muf^us^  and  the  iVncient  Poets,  in 
Elifium^  amongll  the  Magnanimous  Heroes, 
and  Teucers  Off-fpring ; ftilihg  them,  (®) 

T a Plates y ^Thceho  digna  locuti. 

Had  he  obferv’d  Ovids  Elegy  ad  Jnvidos 
he  might  have  found  that  good  humour’d  gen- 
tleman,not  only  commending  his  Predeceflbfs, 
but  even  his  Cotemporaries.  But  it  feem's  he 
has  fojlow’d  Horace-,  whom  he  boafts  to  have 
' ( c)  iib.  6.  (d)  AtnormiUi,  El.  ly. 


ftudi- 
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ftudied  {«),  and  whom  he  has  imitated  in  his 
greateft  Weaknels,  1 mean  his  Ingratitude: 
if  at  leaf!  that  excellent  Wit  could  be  guilty 
of  a Crime,  fo  much  below  his  Breeding;  for 
the  very  fufpicion  of  which,  Scahger  ( who 
like  Mr.  'Dryden  feldome  ipares  any  man,)  has 
term’d  him  Barbarous  ( ^).  Ingratzis  Horatius, 
atejue  animo  bar  bar  0 atque  fervUt ; qut  ne  a Me- 
cenate  quldem  abdinere  potuit : fijmdem  quod 
aiunty  verumeji^  Maltihnum  ah  eo  appellatum^ 
cujus  dtmijfas  notaret  iumcas  ( g)*  Mr.  "^Dryden 
having  imitated  the  fame  Fa6I,  certainly  he 
deferves  the  fame  punifliment : and  if  we  may 
not  with  Scal'ger  call  him  Barbarous,  yet  all 
ingenious  Men,  that  know  how'he  has  dealt 
with  Shake fpear^  will  count' him  ungrateful 
'who  by  furbifliing  up  an  Old  Play,  witnefs  2 he 
Tempeji^  and  Troilus  and  CreJJida^  has  got  more 
on  the  third  Day,  than  its  probable,  ever  Ho- 
race from  his  Patron  for  any  One  Poem 

in  all  his  Li  'e.  The  like  Debt  he  hands  engag’d 
for  to  the  French  for  fever al  of  the  Plays,  he  has 
publifht;  which  if  they  Shakefpear 

in  O economy,  and  Contrivance,  ’tis  that  Mr. 
7)ryden\  Plays  owe  their  Advantage  to  his  skill 
in  the  French  Tongue,  or  to  the  Age,  ‘rather 
than  his  own  Conduft,  or  Performances. 

Honeh  was  hot  in  thofe  days  ac- 
quainted with  thofe  great  Wits,  Ch/- 

pranede^  Scarron^  Corneille^  &c.  He  was  as  much 
a Stranger  to  French  as  Latine,  (in  which,  if 
we  believe  Ben  Jodnfon^  he  was  a very  fmall 

(e)  Fret.  Kdig.  LiicL  iart  Paragraph,  (f^  L.3  C.97. 

(§j  MAlthifiHs  tunicU  dcmijOTis  ambulai ; Satyf.ir^  La.  Sa%i. 

Pro- 
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Proficient ; ) and  yet  an  humble  Story  of  2)o- 
rafius  and  Fawnia^  ferv’d  him  for  AJVmter% 
Taky  as  well  as  The  Grand  Cyrus ^ or  The  Cap- 
tive §^een^  could  furnifh*  out  a Laureat  for  a ^ 
Conqueft  of  Granada.  ! Shakefpears  Meafure  for 
MeafureyhowQvcv  defpis’d  by  Mr.  T)ryden  with 
his  Much  Ado  about  Nothing,  were  believ’d  by 
Sr.  JViUiam  T)avenant,  (who  1 prefume  had  as 
much  judgment  as  Sir  Tojitive  At-all  ) to 
have  Wit  enough  in  them  to  make  one  good 
Play. ' , ^ 

To  conclude,  if  Mr.  Shahefpeads  Plots  ^ire  - 
more  irregular  than  thofe  of  Mr.  T>ryden% 
(which  by  fome  will  not  be  allow’d)  ’tis  be- 
caufe  he  never  read  Arijlotle,  or  Rapin  ; and  I 
think  Tqfjds  Arguments  to  ApoUo  in  defence 
^of  his  Gierufalemme  Niherata  may  be  pleaded 
in  our  Author’s  behalf  (•)  Che  folohaveaub- 
Vidito  al  talent  0,  che  gli  have  a dato  la  Natura,  ^ 
al  infpiratione  della Jm  ferenijjima  Calliope  ; che 
per  do  li  pareva  di  compitamente  haver  fodis- 
fat  to  a gli  obhltghi  tutti  della  Toeiica,  nella  quale  . 
fua  Maejia  non  havendo  preferitto  legge  alcunuy 
non  fapea  veder  con  qual  autorita  Anlfcotile  ha- 
ve/fe  publicato  le  Regole  di  ej]a : e cll  egli  non 
mai  havendo  udito  dire,  che  in  Parnafib  f dejje 
altro  Signore,  che  fua  Maefta,  ele  fue  Serenifftme 
T>ive,  iTfuo  Teccato  di  non  haver e ubbidito  d 
commandamenti  ^/’Arifiotile  era  prpeeduto  da 
tnera  ignoranza , non  da  malitia  alcuna.  The 

(h)  Sit  Sullen  Lovers^  p,  (i)  / Eaggua\li  di  ParHaffo 
di  BoccalUi,  Rsgg.  ^S*  Or  BoctaLinW  /^dvertircraems  from 
pArnaffits  Advewf.  2S, 


'I 


Sence 


- 
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Sence  of  which  is  thus ; That  he  had  only 
obferv’d  the  Talent  which  Nature  had  given 
him,  and  which  his  CaUtopc  had  infpired  into 
him : Wherein  he  thought  he  had  fulfill’d  ail 
the  duties  of  Toe  try,  and  that  his  Majefty  ha- 
ving prefcrib’d  no  Laws  thereunto,  he  knew 
not  with  what  Authority  had  pub- 

liftied  any  Rules  to  be  obferved  in  it : and  that 
he  never  having  heard  that  there  was  any  o- 
ther  Lord  in  Parnaffus  but  his  Majefty,  his 
^ fault  in  not  having  obferv’d  Arijiotles  Rules, 

' was,  an  Error  of  Ignorance,  and  not  of  any 
Malice. 

As  to  Mr.  Fletcher^  fhould  we  grant  that  he 
underflood  not  the  i>e£0Yum  of  the  Stage,  as 
Mr.2)tjdeny  and  Mr.  Fkch^oe  before  him  in 
his  Difeourfe  on  the  Englifh  Stage,  obferve ; 
his  Errors  on  that  account,  are  more  pardona- 
able  than  thofe  of  the  former,  who  pretends 
fo  well  to  know  it,  and  yet  has  offended  againfi 
fome  of  its  mofl  obvious  and  eflablifhed  Rules. 
Witnefs  Torphirius  his  attempt  to  kill  the 
Emperor  whofe  Subject  he  was,  and  who  offer’d 
to  adopt  him  his  Son,  and  give  him  his  Daugh- 
ter in  Marriage.  Thilocks  (^j  joining  with 
Prince  Lijimantes  in  taking  the  Queen  Pri-> 
foncr,  who  rais’d  him  to  be  her  chief  Fa- 
vourite (*").  If  to  wound  a Woman  be  an  In- 
decency and  contrary  to  the  Chara6ler  of  Man- 
hood, of  which  he  accufes  ThtlaJUr^  * and 
Terigot : * than  Mr.^i^^(?/^has  equally  offended 
with  Mr.  Fletcher j fince  he  makes  Abdelmekch 

(k)  Tyranick  Love.  (1)  Maiden  Queen,  (n)  Poltlcript, 
144.  * rhiUller.  Faithtul  Shepherds^fs  , 

kill 
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kill  Lyndaraxa  ( ” ).  If  it  be  contrary  to  the 
decorum  ot  the  Stage  for  Demetrius  and  Leon^ 
tins  to  ftay  in  the  midfl  of  a routed  Army,  to 
hear  the  cold  Mirth  of  The  Humourous  Lieu- 
tenant ’tis  certainly  no  lefs,tofby  the  Queen 
and  her  Court,  to  hear  the  cold  Mirth  of  Ce- 
ladon and  Llorimel  about  their  Mairiage  Cove- 
nants, whiiffc  the  main  A6lion  is  depending  (P), 
If  Mr.  Fletcher  be  tax’d  by  Mr.  Dry  den  ( q)  for 
introducing  Demetrius  with  a Piftol  in  his 
Hand  (in  the  Humourous  Lieutenant)  in  the 
next  Age  to  Alexander  the  Great : I think  Mr. 
Dryden  committed  as  great  a Blunder  in  his 
Xambra  Dance  ( ),  where  he  brought  in  the 
Mahometans  bowing  to  the  Image  of  Jupiter.  I 
could  give  you  feveral  other  Inftances , but 
thele  are  enough  to  fliew,  that  Mr.  Dryden  is 
no  more  In  fallible  than  his  Predeceflbrs.  . 

' As  to  his  fading  in  the  two  lafl:  A6ls,  (a  fault 
Cicero  fometimes  alludes  to,  and  blames  in  an 
Idle  Poet ; (^)  ) its  more  to  be  imputed  to  his 
Labnels,  than  his  want  of  Judgment.  I have 
either  read,  or  been  inform’d,  (I  know  not  well 
pwhether)  that  ’twas  generally  Mr.  Fletcher' % 
prabHce,  after  he  had  finifli’d  Three  A£ts  of  a 
Play  to  fnew  them  to  the  Actors,  and  when 
they  had  agreed  on  Terms,  He  huddled  up  the 
two  lalt  without  that  care  that  behoov’d  him 
which  gave  opportunity  to  fuch  Friends  as  Mr. 

(ti  ot  Gra^t  vla^  II.  Part,  (o)  Pjiiticript,  p I44. 

(p)  Malden  Queen  (q)  VbftkViyr^  Ihid,  fr' Conqueft  of  Gr<i- 
nada,  part  1.  i'l  TulL  lib.  d-  [non  p.^ocul  ali  mltlo]  a 

qua  j Ic.  Naruta  non  vcrifimile  eft,  cum  cecera:  partes  aetptis  bene 
defcripi.T?  fint,  extiemum  a^turBj  tanquam  abiiicrti  Poeta»  efic 
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